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TO: FELLOW ALUMNI AND HARVARD LEADERSHIP

As proud members of the Harvard Community who applaud the University’s leadership on academic freedom, we now
ask: Where are we on climate and sustainability—and where do we need to be? Yes, Harvard’s Salata Institute
and others are doing excellent work. Yet as its founder has warned, “We urgently need to do more.” With 400,000 alumni
worldwide, Harvard’s reach and impact are immense. Together, we can help bridge the gap between knowledge and action.

We are at a historic turning point. For the first time, we must weigh validated scientific projections more heavily
than “business as usual” or instinct. As E. O. Wilson called it, climate change is “the mother of all problems”—but
also an opportunity. Harvard leadership and alumni should seize it.

For Fellow Alumni: Bring your education, experience, and commitment to bear on this defining issue.
Rising temperatures and shrinking biodiversity threaten our shared future. Unsure how to help? THINK
BIG. Learn more (yes—even ask ChatGPT). Maximize your leverage in your personal life, workplace, and
networks. We can reduce global greenhouse gas emissions—individually and collectively.

For Harvard Leadership: Each year, identify, reward, and publicize alumni who demonstrate climate
and sustainability leadership. What gets rewarded gets repeated. Expand efforts to bridge the gap between
what science demands and what our community understands. Equip undergraduates and alumni alike with
the knowledge and the urgency to lead.

Harvard educates leaders to make a positive difference. The difference the world needs now is clear.

READY TO ACT? Take a first step: visit Salatalnstitute.harvard.edu/alumni/, click “Community,” and join one
or more of the listed groups—such as Harvard ClassACT HR73’s Environment and Climate Change Working Group,
Harvard Alumni for Agriculture and Food SIG, Harvard Alumni for Climate and the Environment SIG, or HBS/
Harvard Alumni for Climate Action (sponsor of this message).

The challenge is urgent. The opportunity is historic. Let’s lead—together.

VERITAS + SUSTAINABILITY « LEADERSHIP +« NOW!


https://www.SalataInstitute.harvard.edu/alumni/
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Gen Z Politics, Doxxing at Harvard, International Students

MAGA AT HARVARD

IN “GEN z’s RIGHT TURN” (September-
October, page 20), Harvard Republican
Club president Leo Koerner ascribes his
conversion to a conservative viewpoint to
resentment over early attempts to contain
COVID-19 through mask mandates, lock-
downs, and school closures, despite a lack of
certainty over their effectiveness. It is worth
recalling the devastating toll that the disease
took and the supposition, later validated,
that transmission might be respiratory. A
teenager’s frustration is an understandable
source of resentment but hardly a productive
basis for the political organization of society.
StEPHEN PoPPEL °65, PH.D. 73

Ghent, NY.

RE: “Gen Z's Right Turn,” the adults among
us need to take a lesson. Is talking to one

another so terrible?

Nancy Dyar, M AT. 67
Oakland, Cali.

INTRODUCING GAMES

Traditional puzzles and
unique games inspired by our
stories—play for free online.

PLAY CONTEXT CLUE:
Read closely—the answer’s
waiting inside this issue.
Scan the QR code to play.

CLUE: Ancient language
family spoken in Finland,
Hungary, and Estonia
(one word, six letters)

To TALK about MAGA in terms of “liberal”
and “conservative” is misleading. MAGA is
about authoritarianism versus democracy. I
doubt many Harvard students support au-
thoritarianism. See the entry on Wikipe-
dia on anti-democracy philosopher Curtis
Yarvin, who has supporters such as Peter
Thiel and J.D. Vance, and pay particular at-
tention to Vance’s quote about not abiding
by Supreme Court decisions. Then please
provide an article about that.
Tuomas N. LockE 74
Golden, Colo.

I AM DISAPPOINTED that the article’s on-
line title, “How MAGA Went Mainstream at
Harvard,” resorted to hyperbole. The article
says a 12 percent minority of students in the
Class of 2023 identify as conservative (not
even necessarily pro-“MAGA”) and cites an
Institute of Politics event that only drew a
“small” crowd of red hats. This certainly rep-
resents a growing cohort and an important
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Gen Z's politics are hiftinq

(even at Harvard)

evolution within the campus dynamic, but
hardly a mainstream ideology. The under-
lying story is more than interesting enough
that it doesn’t require such embellishment.
Jacos TrennoLm, M.P.H. 24

Ancaster, Ontario

Canada

YOUR RECENT LETTERS and essays about
Harvard’s supposed “existential fight”
against MAGA, and your hand-wringing
over Gen Z’s political drift, were self-con-
gratulatory nonsense. You are not in any ex-
istential struggle—stop patting yourselves
on the back.

When I attended Harvard nearly 50 years
ago, the school leaned left. Today it has
crossed into full-blown indoctrination—an-
ti-science, anti-common sense, and hostile
to dissent. Conservative students are rou-
tinely silenced or penalized, and too many
faculty mistake ideology for inquiry. That is
not education; it is reeducation.

If you wish to be an ideological seminary,
that is your choice. But if you accept billions
in taxpayer dollars, you are obliged to up-
hold the values of a republic: fairness, toler-
ance, and judging people by character rather
than identity. Otherwise, Harvard forfeits
its claim to public trust and public money.

Do~ AnprEws, MT.S. 82
Agoura Hills, Cali.

THANK YoU for the article describing how
Trump et al. are reshaping campus politics
(“Gen Z's Right Turn,” September-October,
page 20). It reminded me of a movement on
the part of a small group of us in 1955-56 to
do the same thing that resulted in the pub-
lication during that school year of a 20-issue
newspaper called The Harvard Times-Republican
that was distributed free of charge to every
room in the Harvard/Radcliffe complex.
The fact that we were doing this at Har-
vard, not then or now known as a Republi-
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can stronghold, received a lot of attention.
The Harvard Crimson wrote a scathing edito-
rial, which criticized some of our activities
that resulted in the cancellation of J. Rob-
ert Oppenheimer’s planned speaking visit
to the College.

We learned a lot about life and politics
while stirring up some interesting and
sometimes worthwhile controversy on
campus. As [ approach my goth birthday in
November 2025, I am proud to have partici-
pated in that long-ago endeavor to increase
Republican visibility at Harvard.

EUGENE YEATEs °57
Lebanon, N.H.

HARVARD agrees to diversify its political
points of view within the classroom and
among faculty? Bravo, as long as academic
integrity is maintained. I car’t wait until this
standard is applied to Brigham Young Uni-
versity, Notre Dame, and Liberty University.
Until then, “equal protection” of the laws of-
fers a safe harbor, and we should lay anchor.
GREG BLONDER, PH.D. *82

Brookline, Mass.

I FIND 1T laughable that Harvard, pres-
sured by the Trump administration, envis-
ages a center for conservative scholarship.
Scholarship worthy of its name mediates the
old and the new, the “conservative” and the
“progressive.” We scholars, personal politics
irrespective, revel in inconvenient truths, re-
gardless of their origin. So doing increases
our chances of finding Truth.

With this in mind, Harvard and its Gen
Z 2.0s should ponder two questions:

(1) How have the Library of Congress, the
Smithsonian Institution, the NIH, and sim-
ilar research hubs improved by becoming
centers for conservative scholarship?

(2) Would you vote for a president who
has extorted a major university in order to
chastise its collective political character?

IrA Braus, Pu.D. *88
Pembroke, Mass.

THE FACES OF HARVARD’S
STUDENT BODY

[ was sTRUCK by the drawing on the cov-
er of the magazine showing three Harvard
students. Three students to represent all
of Harvard. Yes, a difficult task, and per-
haps one the magazine should have avoid-
ed based on a review of the artwork. In-
deed, the cover seems to depict only white
students. The drawing is also misaligned
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To the Max

WORKING TITLE for one story in

this issue of Harvard Magazine—1

challenge you to guess which

one—was “The Maximalist.” In
truth, the term applies to several of our fea-
tures, not to mention the mood on campus
this summer and early fall, as Harvard faced
maximal pressure from the Trump admin-
istration and wrestled with the news that
the University might be close to a massive
settlement.

On campus this fall, the normal
buzz of return has been mixed with

a sense of uncertainty.

Maximalism, as outlined in these pages, can
be a wonderful thing, spurring invention and
discovery, encouraging audacious goals, such
as scientist David Liu's quest to speed up evo-

with current gender demographics as it
presents two males and one female student
when Harvard has more women than men
undergraduates.

AmIbeing overly critical? Was the drawing
merely intended to be illustrative of students
generally? Or, alternatively, a backdrop to best
present the shifting political leanings of stu-
dents? Or was it possibly even predictive (as-
pirational for some) regarding Harvard’s fu-
ture enrollment? The drawing is problematic
because it poorly conveys the composition of
Harvard today. Rather, it feels more reflective
of adistant past, like Harvard/Radcliffe of the
1950s—a period which seems to be popular
for some these days.

PuiLiere Benorr, J.D. °84
Washington, DC.

I’VE BEEN WATCHING Harvard design
plans against antisemitism. But what is it
doing about anti-Blackism? Both Harvard’s
awareness and ignorance of that situation
are evidenced by the September-October
cover that shows a MAGA student flanked
by surprised white students. Is it too much
to ask for Harvard to promise to handle an-

lution within the cells (p. 36). It can bring
delight, as in Dutch Golden Age painter Ra-
chel Ruysclrs floral still lifes (p. 30)—now at
Boston's Museum of Fine Arts, in an exhibit
co-curated by Harvard professor Charles Da-
vis—with details so luscious that they serve
as guides to eighteenth-century biodiversity.
(Thope our reproductions offer both an edu-
cation and a welcome moment of zen.)
Maximalism can also shift the contours
of society, which is the focus of our cover
story on Supreme
Court Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts
Jr.°76,].D.’79 (p-
20). With piercing
logic, contributing
editor Lincoln Ca-
plan examines the Roberts Court’s maxi-
malist view of the powers of the executive
branch. Then he imagines the consequences,
for Roberts’s own legacy and for the nation.

ti-diversity matters on campus in a holistic
way, or is the Harvard community supposed
to accept that the experience of one group
matters more than the experience of others?
POC alums can tell you: MAGA was always
at Harvard. The only thing new is the hat.
JANET SAvAGt, ].D. "85
Los Angeles, Cali.

TWO YEARS OF DOXXING
YOUR ARTICLE ON DOXXING is flawed
(“Two Years of Doxxing at Harvard,” Sep-
tember-October, page 36). The AAUP, which
you cite as a credible organization, has sup-
ported boycotts of Israeli academics. Also,
the assault of the student on the Harvard
Business School campus should not be called
“alleged.” It happened, and the video of the
assault is public and uncontested.
Students have the free speech right to
protest. Others have the free speech right
to disclose the identities of the protesters.
Bravo to Canary Mission for saving us all
the time to research those whose views are
antisemitic.
RoserT HuEBscHER, M.B.A. °82
Lexington, Mass.

Harvard, like many other institutions, feels
the effects of those rulings in real time. On
campus this fall, the normal buzz of return
has been mixed with a sense of uncertainty.
Even if along-discussed settlement comes to
fruition, the financial and political ground
rules have shifted, and the University will
walk away changed: shrunken in some ways,
expanded in others, with new structures and
rules and guidelines and restrictions. (See
“Harvard Faces the Future,” page 14.)

Change can be good, but it needs to be
managed, and that will be the task ahead.
As public opinion about higher education
shifts outside Harvard’s gates, the Univer-
sity is wrestling with issues at the heart of
campus life: identity, belonging, intellectual
rigor, the experience in the classroom and in
the dining halls, the value of speech, the way
to dissent, the obligation to a community.
It all does feel like a very big deal.

— Joanna Weiss, Editor

I po NoT pITY the Harvard students who
faced backlash for signing the October 8
statement blaming Israel for Hamas’s geno-
cidal rampage. “Free speech” does not mean
speech is costless. The October 8 statement,
which condoned terrorism, rape, and mur-
der, was a sickening display of intellectual
poverty and moral rot. One cannot expect
to take such a position and escape criticism
or accountability.

Some tactics used to shame these stu-
dents were corrosive. That does not ex-
cuse hateful or bankrupt views. As Max J.
Krupnick shows, there is a long history of
exposing those who want to have their cake
and eat it too.

This isn’t about academic freedom.
Within the classroom, students should be
encouraged to take intellectual risks, test
ideas, and explore alternative viewpoints.
In the real world, hateful speech can come
with a high price.

MIcHAEL Snow, ].D. 23
Brooklyn, N.Y.

THE AUTHOR compares the revealing of
the identities of these students to the Mc-
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LETTERS

Carthy Red Scare. But condoning murder of
innocent civilians in an unprovoked terror
attack is not equivalent to supporting com-
munism. One condones a crime, the other a
form of government.

It is because of articles like this that Har-
vard is deservedly losing its reputation as
one of the world’s great universities.

Arisa RusiN PeLeD, Pu.D. g4
Israel

I was so HOPEFUL that this article would
be a comfort and a balanced look at the
shocking reaction to the events of Octo-
ber 7. The pro-Palestinians’ rapid, virulent,

SPEAK UP, PLEASE

Harvard Magazine welcomes
letters on its contents. Please write

to “Letters,” Harvard Magazine,

7 Ware Street, Cambridge 02138;
send comments by email to
yourturn@harvard.edu; use our
website, www.harvardmagazine.com;
or fax us at 617-495-0324. Letters may
be edited to fit the available space.

and hateful response to the murder, rape,
and kidnapping of Israeli civilians the day
after it happened allowed barely a second
for grieving, for those who cared. The pro-
Hamas camp was clearly prepared for such
an event to happen. They went after Jewish
American students, not Israel. They used the
influence they purchased from Harvard and
went to town intimidating and harassing
students and creating an environment that
encouraged Jew hatred. Your article glosses
over all this and is despicable.
Linpa Brapg, A.L.M. 09
Warren, R.I.

YOUR ARTICLE RE: doxxing is beyond dis-
turbing. You humanize the man responsible
for the doxxing campaign without clearly
articulating the dangers your students have
faced as a result of the doxxing. You seem to
compare the doxxing of students opposing
occupation and apartheid to the doxxing of
members of the KKK, an interesting choice.
You discuss the doxxing campaign without
pointing out the power imbalance among
the various actors: billionaires vs. students.
You fail to explore the point of the doxxing,

which is to silence debate and opposition to
the war in Gaza.

What professors have been disciplined
or fired and what programs have been can-
celled as a result of this doxxing campaign?
Those are pretty important aspects of this
story, which you have left out.

MEeGaN Aurt, MT.S. ‘11
Springfield, IIl.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
REGARDING “Why Harvard Needs Inter-
national Students” (September-October,
page 32): the need and the benefit are not
distributed evenly across all disciplines.
The exposure to variety makes sense in in-
ternational relations and political science,
and it may have some utility in education.
In STEM, on the other hand, the goal should
be to attract the best and brightest students
and instructors, domestic or international.
When international students’ full tuition
is paid by their governments, that can be
both a blessing (money) and a curse (the
baleful influence that accompanies an ad-
diction to the money and the allocation of
spaces away from deserving U.S. students).

A Higher Degree of Travel.
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Helping Busy People Tell Meaningful Stories
Dear Harvard Alum,

No matter how long ago you left Harvard, you've certainly led a fascinating life since. A memoir is the perfect
way to preserve your life story forever or promote your story widely now. We’ll help you write your memoir or
nonfiction book: From ideation and outlining to writing and editing, capturing your story is quick and easy.

I’'m Luke Palder, a 2009 graduate of Yale College and the founder of MemoirGhostwriting.com. It's my pleasure
to offer the expert writing services of my team to fascinating individuals like you. Potential memoirists generally
fall into two groups: those who want to elegantly record treasured memories for loved ones and those who
want to promote their story or ideas as widely as possible. We’re experts in supporting both.

Immortalize your life with a full-length memoir or a book of transcribed interviews.

Writing a memoir is a deeply personal way to influence future generations. In only 3 months, we’'ll capture
your best insights, memories, and experiences in a book for your family to enjoy for centuries to come.

Alternatively, we can chronicle your story in a book of 6-12 transcribed interviews (or a single daylong
interview) with you and your loved ones, beautifully bound for posterity. The process takes only 3-4 weeks.
Your confidential conversations with your interviewer will also be available for secure download.

It’s not just about the past. Amplify your reach with a best-selling nonfiction book.

Do you want to increase your visibility, which can lead to prestigious consulting and speaking engagements?
Writing a best-selling memoir, business book, or self-help manual is a fast and effective way to forever increase
your credibility. After only 9 months of writing, we’ll zealously market your book to up to 5,000,000 readers,
whose real purchases will rocket it onto a bestseller list of a leading online retailer or an influential global
newspaper—guaranteed or the marketing portion of your payment back.

Capturing your story forever starts with a free Vision Meeting.

In under an hour, I'll help you think through your life’s work to date and your writing goals, themes, and more.
Our team of world-class interviewers, writers, editors, designers, and other experts will then skillfully craft your
book (with your periodic review) so that you can tell your story, immortalize your life, and share your knowledge
exactly as you see fit. Email Luke@MemoirGhostwriting.com today to join others on a journey to immortality,
one that has been called “rewarding,” “a breeze,” “unexpectedly cathartic,” and “deeply meaningful.”

All the best,

e

Luke Palder, Yale College Class of 2009 (but don’t hold that against me)
Founder, MemoirGhostwriting.com

P.S. To share the secrets of your success privately with loved ones or widely with the public, contact me for
your free Vision Meeting and to see client-approved samples.

Luke@MemoirGhostwriting.com | 1-888-MEMGHOST
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The Advent School

Progressive, Reggio-
inspired education for kids
pre-K to 6" Grade with an
emphasis on social justice.

INTELLECTUAL GROWTH

ENCOURAGING EXCELLENT ACADEMICS FOR
CURIOUS YOUNG LEARNERS WITH CRITICAL §&
THINKING AND HANDS-ON EXPERIENCES.

MONTESSORI: TODDLER - KINDERGARTEN
ELEMENTARY: KINDERGARTEN - 6" GRADE

JACKSON WALNUT PARK SCHOOL

Sponsored by Sisters of St. Joseph of Boston Ministries

adventschool.org

My eighth-grade self
would never have
believed | would
love homework

so much.”

Join Us For A Tour: jwpschools.org
ADMISSIONS OFFICE: PHONE: 617-202-9772
EMAIL: CCARVAJAL@JWPSCHOOLS.0RG

THE ADVENT SCHOOL | 15 Brimmer Street, Boston, MA
adventschool.org | 617-742-0520

Advent is a progressive, co-educational school for
students in pre-K through 6th grade. We offer outstanding
academics, small class sizes, and emphasize diversity
and social justice. Pre-K through 2nd grade students are
paired with an Upper School “buddy” for the school year,
fostering a strong sense of community.

Learn why at commschool.org.

COMMONWEALTH
SCHOOL

(® 781-641-5987

= Lesley Ellis School

Meet our Head of School and Director of Admission.
Tour the school and visit our classrooms.

ACCEPTING 2026 - 2027 APPLICATIONS. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE IS AVAILABLE.
@ lesleyellis.org/admission

OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, November 2
2:00- 4:00/p.m.

MIDDLE SCHOOL
- OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, November 18
:00/- 5:00 p.m.

.’i—'] jhorwitz@lesleyellis.org

LETTERS

Conversely, when considerable U.S. gov-
ernment assistance directly or indirectly
supports universities, it is fair for our tax-
payers and government to exercise oversight
on whether expenditures to educate non-
citizens are beneficial, insofar as export-
ing American values in an effective way, or
wasteful in the sense of providing net value
to inveterate adversaries and opponents.

Rosert KANTOWITZ, ].D. 79
Lawrence, N.Y.

THANK YoU for your continuing challenge
to think about the margins! [ was especially
impressed with the opinion piece by Mr. Re-
imers, “Why Harvard Needs International
Students.”

As a2000 graduate of the Kennedy School
looking back, international students’ at-
tendance helped me realize that America
is not, by the Creator’s design, right about
everything.

Tim MatHERN, M.P.A. 00
SENATOR, NORTH DAKOTA STATE SENATE
Fargo,N.D.

THE WINTHROP HOUSE NAME

I was BoTH surprised and delighted to
learn that the Harvard committee tasked
with recommending whether to change the
name of Winthrop House has recommended
against the student-initiated “de-naming”
request (“News in Brief,” September-Octo-
ber, page 18).

The students who recommended the
name change pointed out that John Win-
throp—the eighteenth-century Harvard
professor after whom Winthrop House is
named— was a defender of slavery. Howev-
er, back then quite a few prominent citizens
defended the system of Black subjugation. It
is healthy that modern society be reminded
of our sometimes sinful and sordid past. As
the Spanish philosopher George Santayana
has so aptly put it: “Those who have forgot-
ten the past are doomed to repeat it.”

HARVEY A. S1LVERGLATE, LL.B. 67
Cambridge, Mass.

PUBLIC HEALTH AND MEDICINE

THE RECENT ARTICLE on the changes at
the Chan School of Public Health stated,
“Because corporations aren’t driven
by an interest in basic science, but in-
stead by avenues of research that could
lead to commercially viable products,
a substantial challenge of the shift to-
ward corporate- (please turn to page 68)
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A Note to Readers:

This is the last edition of Harvard
Squared. Beginning in our
January-February 2026 issue, our
coverage of local establishments,

events, and cultural sites—along 2
with words from our local

advertisers—will move to other

sections. We appreciate your

readership and look forward to
sharing more stories of Cambridge
and beyond, in print and at
harvardmagazine.com.

CAMBRIDGE, BOSTON, AND BEYOND

Events onand off campus in
November and December

8E New England Gifts
Shopping regionally for the
holidays

8] Edward Gorey and
the Power of Pets
Houghton Library exhibits

8N Artfully Tuned
Seasonal concerts at Boston’s
Gardner Museum

8L Seasonal Drinks and Snacks
Greater Boston bars that charm, warm, and delight us this winter 8P Works by

Designer Andrew Gn
Peabody Essex Museum

WUSONG ROAD TIKI BAR
PHOTOGRAPH BY NELL PORTER BROWN/HARVARD MAGAZINE
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Extracurriculars

Events on and off campus during November and December

SEASONAL

Harvard Memorial Church
memorialchurch.harvard.edu

The 116th Annual Christmas Carol Service
features music by the Harvard University
Choir. (December 7 and 9)

Harvard Ceramics Program

Winter Show and Sale
https://ofa.fas.harvard.edu/ceramics/show-
and-sale

The popular four-day event offers works by
more than 100 artists, from sculptures and
jewelry to household goods. 224 Western
Ave,, Allston. (December 11-14)

FILM

Harvard Film Archive
harvardfilmarchive.org

“Columbia 101: The Rarities” celebrates the

centennial anniversary (2024) of
Columbia Studios through a se-
ries of innovative films, both icon-
ic and unheralded, reflecting the
company’s reigning style. The line-
up includes Women’s Prison (1955),
starring noir favorite Ida Lupino as
a malicious warden, and Gunman’s
Walk (1958), a Greek tragedy-meets-West-
ern. (November 7-December 14)

COURTESY OF GERALD SALADYGA

THEATER

American Repertory Theater
americanrepertorytheater.org

The new musical Wonder, based on the
eponymous novel by R.J. Palacio, explores
what happens when a boy with facial dis-
figuration takes off his helmet and enters
the wider world after the protected life of
homeschooling. (Opens December 9)

Byzantine Cityscape (2022), by Connecticut
artist Gerald Saladyga, is on display at the
Mattatuck Museum, in Waterbury.

MUSIC

Harvard Music Department
music.fas.harvard.edu

The Fromm Players at Harvard present
“The Music of Annea Lockwood.” The ver-
satile avant-garde composer—who inte-
grated environmental sounds into her work
and is a music professor emerita at Vassar
College—will also be on hand.

Paine Concert Hall. (November 6)

THE BEST OF APARTMENT HOME LIVING

Brookline, Cambridge & Chestnut Hill

Conveniently located in Coolidge Corner, Harvard Square, and South Brookline

FIRST MONTH'S RENT - THAT'S ALL YOU NEED TO MOVE IN!

BROOKLINE & BOSTON
Rents starting at $2,100

(857) 855-4876
R-Apartments.com/BB

7

Brookline & Boston Communities

APARTMENTS

CAMBRIDGE
Rents starting at $2,550

(833) 475-3101
CHR-Apartments.com/CAM

Harvard Square Communities

CHESTNUT HILL*
Rents starting at $2,920

(857) 226-3159
CHR-Apartments.com/CH

Chestnut Hill Realty offers a variety of well-located, newly renovated and brand
new apartment homes. Heat and hot water are included at select communities.

First month's rent must be paid at time of application. In the event an application is conditionally approved, a standard security deposit may be required.
A non-refundable $50 lock change fee will be due at time of move in, plus any additional charges for optional items including but not limited to storage,
pets, or parking. Other terms and conditions may apply. Pricing subject to change.

*Residents will have access to the activity spaces, community center and pool if they so choose, for an additional charge. Residents are under no
obligation to join or use any of the offered activity spaces.
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Whether you're buying or selling, Gail, Ed and the team can ¥g# help you end the year on a high note. As
Coldwell Banker Realty’s #2 team for their size, worldwide, they know how to make people feel right athome. CQLI:IF:'E 1
So give them a jingle—you’ll like what you hear. 617-844-2712 « gailroberts.com BANKER

GAIL ROBERTS, ED FEIJO & TEAM
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Sanders Theatre
boxoffice.harvard.edu

The Boston-based Cantata Singers perform
George Frideric Handel’s Messiah Op. 32,
among other works. (November 23)

Inspired by a Hans Christian Andersen fairy
tale, in this year’s song and dance concert,
Midwinter Revels: A Scandinavian Story for
Christmas, a boy finds a magic boat and sails
to faraway lands. (December 12-28)

Groton Hill Music Center
grotonhill.org

Lunasa’s Irish Solstice Celebration features
Irish Voice, “the hottest Irish acoustic band
on the planet,” playing energizing tradition-
al and contemporary music. (December 19)

DANCE

Institute of Contemporary Art
(ICA Boston)

icaboston.org

Anne Plamondon Productions presents
Myokine, exploring expressive ways for the
body to grow strong and heal during turbu-
lent times. (December 13-14)

POETRY

Woodberry Poetry Room
library.harvard.edu

This year’s T.S. Eliot Memorial Reading hon-
ors the prize-winning poet and novelist
Ocean Vuong. Carpenter Center for the
Visual Arts. (December 9)

LECTURES

Harvard Radcliffe Institute
radcliffeharvard.edu

Academy Award-winning director, anima-
tor, and filmmaker Domee Shi discusses
Drawing from Life: Storytelling, Heritage, and
Turning the Personal into the Universal. Knafel
Center or online via Zoom. (November 17)

EXHIBITIONS & EVENTS
Harvard Art Museums
harvardartmuseums.org

Gather for art, food, prizes, and more at
the Harvard Museums at Night event. Gal-
leries will be open, featuring permanent
art and the winter exhibits Edna Andrade:
Imagination Is Never Static and Sketch, Shade,
Smudge: Drawing from Gray to Black. (De-
cember 4)

Harvard Museum of Natural History
hmnh.harvard.edu

Velvet Worms: A Fierce Hunter with a Secret
Weapon highlights the little-known crea-
tures, most closely related to arthropods,
that have remained virtually unchanged for
300 million years.

Mattatuck Museum

mattmuseum.org

The Universe of Gerald Saladyga. Kaleido-
scopic paintings by the Connecticut artist,
inspired by Byzantine mosaics, look at how
political unrest, natural disasters, and chaos
can co-exist with scenes from our daily
lives. (Through January |1)

Addison Gallery of American Art
addison.andover.edu

The insightful photographs in Hayes Prize
2025: Tommy Kha, Other Things Uttered re-
flect models for self-portraiture in an age
dominated by visual culture and notions of
identity. (Through January 25)

Events listings are also found at harvard-
mag.com/h2-events

Stilisti is a full-service salon honored to serve the Harvard community. We offer Boston’s best, award-winning talent and
use cutting-edge techniques in a comfortable yet upscale environment. Give the gift of glam with holiday gift cards:

sl

HOURS: Monday: Closed | Tuesday - Thursday: 8am - 8pm | Friday: 8am - 6pm | Saturday: 8am - 5pm | Sunday: 8am - 4pm

CONTACT: Stilisti Boston, 116 Newbury Street, 2nd Floor, Boston, MA 02116 | info@stilistiboston.com | (617) 262-2234
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EXPLORATIONS

Made in New England

Shopping regionally for the holidays

BY NELL PORTER BROWN

, IS THE SEASON to celebrate New
England makers. The plethora of
products designed and manufac-
tured throughout the region of-

fer something for everyone, and for every

budget. “How we spend our money is a re-
flection of our values,” notes Deb Dormo-
dy, an alumni and family relations officer at
the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD).

“Supporting independent artists and mak-

ers is a way of demonstrating what you be-

lieve and helps the local economy.”

As a gateway, she points to RISDmade,
an online site featuring 400 alumni makers
from across the globe, many of them based
in New England. Artist biographies, along
with examples of what they create and how,
“help educate the consumer about what re-
ally goes into making each piece of art,” Dor-
mody says, ranging from ceramics, light fix-
tures, and cookware to jewelry and scarves.

Among the designers is Colin Sullivan-

Stevens, founder of the Portland, Maine,
company Anchorpak. The stylish line of
durable, ergonomic bags features design el-
ements, such as a balanced strap loop and a
closed pouch, that mitigate pressure on the
wearer’s back and shoulders. This makes the
bags ideal for bicyclists, hikers, tourists, or
parents juggling kids, strollers, and snacks.
For high-quality, beautiful cast-iron cook-
ware, check out Nest Homeware, owned
by Matt Cavallaro. From braising pans and
skillets to Dutch ovens, the smooth-surfaced
vessels are cast and machined in Indiana and
finished and seasoned in Providence—and
are crafted to last forever. In nearby Cran-
ston, Rhode Island, Matthew Hall Origi-
nals sells tasteful metal-based housewares
in refined organic shapes: baby horseshoe
crab or lobster claw key chains, quahog shell
bottle openers, and turtle-shell belt buckles.

In Western Massachusetts, ceramicist
Cara Taylor makes minimalist, sculptural

Clockwise, from top left: ergonomic bags by
Anchorpak in Portland, Maine; cast-iron
cookware at Nest Home in Providence,
Rhode Island; and bottle openers in the
form of baby horseshoe crabs at Matthew
Hall Originals in Cranston, Rhode Island

porcelain pieces that serve a purpose: vases,
candlesticks, salt and pepper shakers. More
recently inspired by basketry, she also has a

All photographs courtesy of the artists
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line of “woven vessels.” “I love flowers and
food and interior design,” she says. “I've
always been fascinated by containers and
thinking about what'’s going to look good on
the table.” Objects are formed with thinly
rolled slabs of clay, a process that also yields
scraps. “My favorite part is when I get some
weird shapes left over and those become the
basis for my one-of-a-kind pieces and I get
to play around,” she says. “It’s almost like
there’s a puzzle and the answer’s in me,
somewhere.” (Her Easthampton, Mass., stu
dio, Taylor Ceramics, is also open to visitors
on December 6,7, and 13 as part of the Cot
tage Street Open Studios event.)

For unique jewelry, try the Matthew
Feldman Gallery in Cambridge. He opened
the Huron Village storefront in 2000 and
sells his own work and that of other art
ists, including three in New England: Rob

The holidays hit diflerent
in the perfect home.

We’ll help you find it.

CURRIER, LANE & YOUNG

BROWSE OUR OFF-MARKET
AND COMING SOON LISTINGS

617.871.9190
currierlaneyoung@compass.com

NELL PORTER BROWN/HARVARD MAGAZINE

COMPASS F—8 A

Salt and pepper shakers by Cara Taylor
13 Currier, Lane & Young is a team of real estate agents affiliated with Compass, a licensed real (above), and a glimpse of some other works,
estate broker, and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. including her “woven vessels," at her
Easthampton, Mass., studio (located in a
former mill building)
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Experienced in providing financial
services to Harvard alumni

We focus on the big picture by creating customized plans that consider your entire financial life.
Our services include tailored solutions for:

— Corporate executives. Our custom strategies can integrate any equity awards and other benefits with your
overall wealth plan.

— Business owners. You can benefit from a broad range of resources and solutions for every stage of the
business life cycle.

— Medical professionals. \We're experienced in the unique and complex financial challenges of physicians
and health care professionals.

Contact us for a portfolio evaluation.

Swett Wealth Management
UBS Financial Services Inc.

One Post Office Square, 34th Floor
Boston, MA 02109

617-439-8004
theswettgroup@ubs.com

advisors.ubs.com/swettgroup % UB S

UBS Financial Services Inc. and The Swett Wealth Management are not affiliated with Harvard University. Harvard University nor its alumni have endorsed or
approved this ad. As a firm providing wealth management services to clients, UBS Financial Services Inc. offers investment advisory services in its capacity as an
SEC-registered investment adviser and brokerage services in its capacity as an SEC-registered broker-dealer. Investment advisory services and brokerage services
are separate and distinct, differ in material ways and are governed by different laws and separate arrangements. It is important that you understand the ways
in which we conduct business, and that you carefully read the agreements and disclosures that we provide to you about the products or services we offer. For
more information, please review the client relationship summary provided at ubs.com/relationshipsummary, or ask your UBS Financial Advisor for a copy.
© UBS 2024. All rights reserved. UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS Group AG. Member FINRA/SIPC. CJ-UBS-370919975 152404047 Exp.: 09/30/2025
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Greene, Judith Kaufman, and Vicki Eisen-
feld. Feldmar's engineering style, something
akin to constructing precision instruments,
defies easy description. He often uses tita-
nium, stainless steel, and a DuPont prod-
uct called Delrin (a high-performance, semi-
crystalline thermoplastic) that’s typically
reserved for manufacturing gears and bear-
ings. “Trying to mix up the context for what
people are used to seeing in certain objects,
Ifind, is not a bad thing. These materials are
industrial,” he says, “because they are super

At the Matthew Feldman Gallery in
Cambridge, find his intricately crafted
bracelet, along with rings by Judith
Kaufman and other unique jewelry.

functional, right?” One titanium ring on dis-
play features tiny ruby balls with “a spheric-
ity within three-millionths of an inch,” he
adds, that are “mostly used in precision in-
struments like watches and gauges.” Origi-
nally a leather artist, Feldmarn's gallery also
displays some of his exquisite fine-grained
black handbags (one of these can be found
in the Museum of Fine Arts’ collection). “It’s
possible to feature aesthetic value,” he says,
“without sacrificing function.”

Speaking of precision, every knife that

leaves the Lamson
Products factory in
Western Massachu-
setts passes “the pa-
per test,” says produc-
tion manager George
Yacoub. That means
that after the Vintage-
series blades are laser-
cut and ground and
the handles applied
and hand-finished, a
master sharpener, like Dan
Hale, who has been with
the company since the late
1980s, hones the blade. When done, he holds
apiece of paper in the air and slices it in half
with the new knife. Any catch and the blade
is re-sharpened. “As a knife manufacturer,”
says Yacoub, “the most embarrassing thing
you can possibly have is sending out a knife
that’s dull.”

The company is based in Westfield (with
a store in Shelburne Falls) and was founded
in 1837 as Lamson & Goodnow, banking on
the success of American Silas Lamson’s in-
vention, the scythe handle. The company

Real Estate,
Masterfully Done.

We're The MonaLisa Team, and we take pride in making
Cambridge homes sparkle—whether that means a complete
refresh or just the perfect light touches. With our eye for detail
and strategy, we know how to showcase your home so it shines
in the market and gets you top dollar every time.

MonalLisa Team

617.930.1288
MonalLisaTeam@compass.com
MonalisaTeam.com

COMPASS
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Vintage precision knives from Lamson
Products in Westfield, Massachusetts

went on to produce knives, cutlery, and
other kitchen tools and now offers seven
different lines of knives, including the Vin-
tage series, which is laser-cut from Ameri-
can steel in Shelburne Falls, and the con-
noisseur-oriented Forged line, made locally
from top-quality German steel. “It’s not a
machine that’s making that handle feel good
for you, it’s the right person, and that’s a
hard job. They are artists out there,” Yacoub
says, gesturing across the factory floor. “Ev-
ery single piece is touched by people right
here.” Among the most popular gifts are the
chef, utility, and paring knives, which come
in various handle finishes—the “fire” line
is a glittery, marbled red acrylic handle—
but the eight-inch forged Chinese santoku
cleaver with a walnut handle is also a plea-
sure to chop with.

In thinking about how communities can
support creative cultures, it partly comes
down to caring enough to make the ef-
fort. Cara Taylor remembers that, during
the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic,
people came to the open studio saying they
were only buying gifts available within a
10-mile radius of their homes. In Western
Massachusetts, that “pro-local” ethic has
always been strong. “In the next two months
around here, there will be an artists’ open
studios event almost every weekend,” she
says, and many local boutiques sell regional
artists’ wares. People here know that if you
dor’t buy things from artists and in down-
town stores, she adds, “then they won't be
there anymore. And everyone wants to sup-
port this community that they love.”

Life Care living is as good as it looks.

Brookhaven at Lexington offers an abundance of opportunities for
intellectual growth, artistic expression and personal wellness. Our residents
share your commitment to live a vibrant lifestyle in a lovely community.

BROOKHAVEN =

AT LEXINGTON

I%EE: A Full-Service Life Care Retirement Community é'
= AR www.brookhavenatlexington.org ¢ (781) 372-0098

-

ORIGINAL:,
ANTIQUE MAPS

by Cavol . Spack ~=—

'

Antique maps, Americana —
18th, 19th, & 20th C. Nautical
Charts, books, and other
remarkable finds

We serve individual buyers,
collectors and institutions.
And we buy maps, Americana
and rarities. Carol, '76

Carol@spackantiquemaps.com
www.spackantiquemaps.com

Contact us to schedule an
in-home consultation with a
Spack Antique Maps expert today.

PO, Box 3003
Framingham, MA (01705

(1 (308) 820-9100

Bob Slate
Slationen

HOLTDAY CARDS ¢ GIFT WRAP
FINE STATIONERY

¢ WRITING INSTRUMENTS
DIARTES ¢ JOURNALS
OFFICE ¢ ART SUPPLTES

30 Brattle Street
Cambridde, MA 02133
617.547.1230
www.BobSlateStationer.com

Hours: Mon-Sat 10-6, Sun 12-5
See website for holidq\\, hours.
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Gorey and Pets
at Houghton Library

The outré book designer and illustrator Edward Gorey ’50
spent a long career meticulously crafting works in a style that could
be deemed charmingly sinister. His artistry, already evident while he

was at Harvard, focused primarily on pen-and-ink drawings for hun-
dreds of books, many favoring Victorian and Edwardian settings with
narratives featuring off-kilter people and animals, oddly humorous
deaths, and all manners of bad behavior. He was also a writer and
crafter. He produced his own plays at his Cape Cod home, sewed
puppets and stuffed animals, and expressed himself through stylish
outfits, jewelry, and furs (although, as a lover of animals and espe-
cially cats, he stopped wearing animals later in life and ultimately
bequeathed his estate to animal welfare organizations).

Houghton Library celebrates these signature talents
and the centennial of his birth in Edward Gorey: The
Gloomy Gallery, through January 12. Some 100 items are
on display—books, theater posters, and toys, along with
some never-before-seen drawings, like the Halfway
House, inspired by the Signet Society building (recently
acquired through a bequest by the estate of Gorey’s
Eliot House roommate Anthony N. Smith ’37). “Many
of our exhibits are intellectually driven, but this is more
joy-driven,” allows Molly Schwartzburg, the library’s
Hofer curator of printing and graphic arts. “We’re just
giving people, especially our younger visitors, the expe-

rience of encountering Gorey

Gorey’s Halfway . - 3 _
House, based on the ahd his half: creepy, half-cozy en
Signet Society vironment in our wonderfully
building antiquarian-feeling gallery.”

8]
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Objects are loosely grouped under Gorey’s own titles. Mercurial
Bear looks at self-recreation through costumes, clothing, and per-
formance, while The Curious Sofa offers dynamic “swooning, tilting,
and reclining,” says Schwartzburg, as so many of his characters do.
Gorey doesn’t fit into the horror genre “because he’s too neat and
clean about it, but his subjects are horrifying,” she notes. The Loath-
some Couple is based on English serial killers who kidnapped children
and killed them in the 1960s, while The Gashlycrumb Tinies teaches
the alphabet through children dying in 26 cleverly rhymed scenarios,
which are darkly funny in a Roald Dahl way. “He was queer in the
fundamental meaning of the word,” she adds. “Vague about his
sexuality, he did not want to be pigeonholed; he was so comfortable
not fitting into a comfortable category.” None of his books were
made for children, yet many starred in them. Similarly, his rhymes
and texts were poetic, but not poetry, and his stories visually driven,
yet not comics or graphic novels. “What he did falls outside of all
the boundaries but somehow appeals to a huge variety of people,”
Schwartzburg says. “We hope visitors will feel like being in the gal-
lery is a bit like hanging out in Gorey’s mind.”

Meanwhile, a second exhibit, Creature Comforts: 175 Years of
Dogs and Cats at Home, features actual children’s books—and the
rich relationships between humans and their pets. See the beguil-
ing books The Tale of Tom Kitten and The Story of Miss Moppet, by
Beatrix Potter, along with The Cat That Went to College, Frances
Frost’s 1951 tale of a stray cat taken in by Harvard students. The

From Mister Dog:
The Dog Who
Belonged to Himself,
by Margaret Wise
Brown

1952 Mister Dog: The
Dog Who Belonged
to Himself (on the
right), written by
Margaret Wise
Brown and illustrated
by Garth Williams,
features an anthro-
pomorphized dog
who adopts a boy. He
teaches him how to
enjoy free will and be
self-reliant—but also
how to thrive in a
daily routine and
keep things tidy. The underlying message seems to be that people
can be themselves but there are important universal rules govern-
ing civility and self-possession. In a sense, both exhibits look at
reverberating themes of how best to tame our animal instincts
and fit ourselves productively into society while embracing in-
dividual freedom. —N.P.B.

The Residences at Charles Square
975 Memorial Drive, Unit 211 | Cambridge
2 BED - 2 BATH - 2 HALF BATH

The Carol Kelly Team

Carol Kelly & Shannah Hall Franckum
617.835.5008 | 617.686.9996
thecarolkellyteam@compass.com

thecarolkellyteam.com

COMPASS @

Simply extraordinary.

This two-level luxury condo stuns with soaring ceilings, two
riverfront terraces, and dramatic interiors by award-winning
designer Kristin Paton. With world-class amenities and Harvard
Square at your door, this is Cambridge living redefined.

Scan QR Code
to learn more +
get in contact
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TASTE & TABLES

Greater Boston bars
that charm, warm, and delight

us this winter

by NELL PORTER BROWN

St. Paul’s Choir School provides an extraordinary Celebratin g 150 Yea rsl
academic and musical experience that forms
young men of achievement, integrity, service, and Fall Open House:

TRy Sunday, October 19,
® Grades 3-8 12:00-2:00 PM

® Teachers support the ways boys learn best Boston Choir Tour:

® Rooted in Catholic faith and values Friday, November 21,
® Graduates attend the Boston area’s 11:30 PM, Statehouse,
strongest secondary schools Grand Staircase.

Christmas Concerts:
December 7th & 14th,
3:00 PM, St.Paul’s Church.

Join us for sweet treats and
warm moments after the show!

Contact Us:
(617) 868-8658

SAINT PAUL'S CHOIR SCHOOL

29 MOUNT AUBURN STREET « HARVARD SQUARE
617.868.8658 « WWW.SAINTPAULSCHOIRSCHOOL.US
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CARLIE FEBO

Seasonal Drinks and Snacks

HIS WINTER SEASON, Harvard Mag-

azine sought out some of Greater

Bostorr's fun, cozy, stylish, or id-

iosyncratic lounges. Whether
shopping for the holidays, meeting up with
friends and family to celebrate, or simply
wanting a warm place with friendly faces,
you can stop by these bars for a congenial
respite from the cold and raging winds
outside.

Although the North End isi't known for
its bar scene, The Red Fox, with its sultry,
retro vibe, could change that. The velvety
interior in all shades of red is anchored by
curvy banquettes and cushy bar stools amid
dark walls and café lamps. Old-style Italian
American food reigns (lasagna and spaghetti
with meatballs), matching classic cocktails,
martinis, and negronis, often made with a
twist: the “Bananavardier” blends bourbon,
banana, Campari, and vermouth.

For an even more theatrical evening, duck
through the hidden door to Yvonne’s in
Downtown Crossing. The former beloved
Locke-Ober space was transformed into
this chandelier-laden, richly upholstered
rococo dreamscape that’s so over-the-top
you just have to give in and smile. Drinks
pair with the supper-club-inspired menu
(bavette steak, baked Alaska), starting with
the suave Naga Rumba, a vodka and whiskey
concoction with hints of mango, coconut,
cacao, and basil.

Yvonne’s glamorous bar (top), and embrac-
ing winter and drinks with friends at Bow
Market in Somerville

5
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The airy upstairs room at
the Longfellow Bar

Festive, and more classically stylish, the
Dark Bar at the Boston Harbor Hotel on
Rowes Whart is a mainstay. Single malts
and cognacs abound, and all the cocktails
are carefully crafted in a place where hos-
pitality is paramount. Another favorite ho-
tel spot, the OAK Long Bar + Kitchen at
Fairmont Copley Plaza, in Back Bay, sports
polished wood and mirrors and leather up-
holstered bar stools. That comfortable glam-
our contributes to the feel-good ambience
that makes people want to stay for just one
more round.

Amid the retail hubs of Newbury Street
and Copley Place is a bookish hideout: the
Map Room Lounge at the landmark Bos-
ton Public Library. Take a break to read or
check your holiday to-do list while sipping a
pumpkin spice espresso martini (which goes
perfectly with the decadent maple-braised
short rib panini).

Tucked away from the chaotic tangle of
Somerville’s Union Square, the Bow Market
complex is a funky place to gather for food,
drinks, and boutiques. Remnant Brewing
offers craft beers on tap—the malty Fest La-
ger and the fruitier Hang Time IPA, among
others—along with mixed drinks. Stop
into Rebel Rebel for natural wine chosen
by award-winning sommelier Lauren Friel
(who also runs Dear Annie in Cambridge)
or linger at Nook where the bartenders can
get fancy: “The Substance” has a Cambo-
dian-Mexican kick (tequila, dry curacao,
green tomato, ancho verde, pandan, and
lime) while the bourbon-based “No Coun-
try” sparkles with hints of oranges and
cardamom.
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Closer to Harvard, in Cambridge’s Cen-
tral Square, Brick & Mortar has a raw,
dimly lit interior with, yes, brick walls,
and scattered wrought iron. Sit at the mar-
velous V-shaped copper bar and peruse the
one big room (entered by way of a nonde-
script stairway from the street, next door to
a cannabis shop). Liquor bottles are stacked
in a corner, as they might be at home. The
bar’s soundtrack offers smooth, sophisticat-
ed jazz and hypnotic electronic beats, and
the mixologists, all smiles, seriously cater
to diverse tastes. “What’s New Pussycat?”

HARVARD SQUARED

features lychee liqueur, and the four-shot
“Daquiri Time Out” helps counter what the
bar calls “whatever craziness is going on.”
By contrast, Harvard Square’s Wusong
Road is packed with fake stuff, but feels
very much alive. Faux flowers and vines
spring from every corner amid tiki hut
decor. At the bar, patrons can order from
the pan-Asian menu and pick out kitschy
glassware—cobras and kitty cats share
space with skulls—for their fruity tropical
drinks. Share Scorpion Bowls and Singapore
Slings or try the rarer “Breath of the Drag-

WO DISTINCT PROPERTIES

I5

PORTER SQUARE

HOTEL

e —

#—
1924 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE MA 02140
617-499-3399 | THEPORTERSQUAREHOTEL.COM

ONE,COOIL NEI
P ;.HJ -

BORHOOD
=

1868 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, CAMBRIDGE MA 02140
617-499-2998 | WWW.HOTEL1868.COM

PORTER SQUARE HOTEL WELCOMES A NEW
RESTAURANT, MARGEAUX SUPPER PARLOR
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Friendly accommodations
in the heart of Cambridge

24 Irving Street
Cambridge, MA 02138

IRVING
HOUSE

aT HARVARD

P 617 547 4600

irvinghouse.com

b '?'l 4
Cadbury ¥ A Commons

Independent and Assisted Living
Specialized Memory Care

Cadbury Commons
Celebrating 29 Years!

Charles Kelley devoted his life to
caring for elders. The Kelley family
continues his vision. Since 1996,
Cadbury Commons has remained a
family-owned and operated Independent
and Assisted Living Community.
Call (617) 868-0575 to arrange a personal tour,
or visit www.cadburycommons.com
& 66 Sherman Street, Cambridge, 'ﬁ
S MA 02140 » (617)868- 0575 HOUSS

]

RWIN
PAPER,

CONSERVATION:

Expert restoration of

and family heirlooms.

Tﬁ,{"ﬂ [ ]

WORLDS
FAIR

historical documents, fine art,

33 WASHINGTON AVE IN CAMBRIDGE

Washington Avenue is a historic property
nestled in the Avon Hill neighborhood of
vibrant Cambridge, Massachusetts. Designed
by Hartwell & Richardson in 1887—with
exquisite period detail and timeless architectural
charm—the unit is the first floor of a museum-
quality mansion with 730 sq. ft., one bedroom,

and one bath.

BARBARA C_URRIFK

THE CURRIER TEAM
Callor text 617.593.7070 | barbaracurrier5s0@gmail.com

SALLY COUSINS

THE CURRIER TEAM
Call ortext 617.8274948 | sally. cousms@cbrealty com

Exclusively offered atr $765,000.

THE CURRIER TEAM | Coldwell Banker Realty
1000 Massachusetts Ave. Cambridge, MA 02138

WWW.BARBARACURRIER.COM
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on,” made with tequila, mezcal, and dragon
fruit and strawberry-infused Campari. The
whole South Pacific/Asian/tropical vibe and
exuberant decor make this a prime escape
from worldly woes.

The nearby Longfellow Bar (at the Alden
& Harlow restaurant) is a relative straight-
shooter. Choose to hang out upstairs or
down—both have a handsome modern
feel with marble tables, all warmly lit. All
drinks reflect attention to detail, as with the
layered “Ocean Eyes,” made with gin, ber-
gamot, lemon, eucalyptus, spirulina, sake,
and falernum, a spicy, nutty syrup popular
in the Caribbean. Such care is evident, too,
at Harvest’s gem-like bar. Facing a quiet pe-
destrian walkway, it’s perfect for solo visits
or téte-a-tétes far from holiday pressures.

STAFF PICK
Concerts and
Carols at
Boston’s Gardner
Museum

Catch the Sunday afternoon concert
series at the Isabella Stewart Gardner
Museum this fall. Held in the 300-seat,
tiered Calderwood Hall—among the
“best chamber music spaces in the city,”
says curator of music George Steel—the
lineup offers a range of musical styles.
On November 16, globally celebrated
mezzo-soprano Sasha Cooke sings
American songs in honor of the 250th
anniversary of the country’s founding.
Pianist Michelle Cann, who won two
Grammy Awards for her recordings of
music by Florence Price, the first African
American woman to have her composi-
tions performed by a major symphony
orchestra, performs on November 23.
As a curator, Steel plans for existing
compositions, along with newly commis-
sioned works, and keeps “two goals in
mind: enlightenment and pleasure.” Isa-
bella Stewart Gardner’s first love was
music, he adds, and she hosted concerts
in her home before opening the museum
in 1903 and establishing the oldest mu-
seum music series in the country.
Furthering that tradition, Steel has or-
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Lastly, here are two especially creative
ventures. The tiny Barlette in Brookline’s
Coolidge Corner serves seasonal drinks like
they are precious gifts. A spiced cider float
blends vanilla ice cream, angostura, seltzer,
and salted caramel with bourbon or rum,
and the “Peru Plunder” offers smoked chili,
rosemary syrup, and poached pear with a
choice of spirits. Further afield, the Bald-
win Bar in Woburn occupies a mansion,
but is so not pretentious. Showrunner Ran
Duan, who transformed his parents’ Chi-
nese restaurant, operates the award-win-
ning venue that’s particularly praised for
its edgy drinks—*“Alvarado’s Initiation”
includes chamomile oil, rhubarb, gin, and
golden beet flavors—all served with a ma-
gician’s flair.

ganlzed the third annuaI Hollday Music
in the Courtyard concert (December 3)
featuring the American Brass Quintet
and the Vox Vocal Ensemble (which he
founded and directs). Music from the
Renaissance through today “will pene-
trate every space in the museum,” he
says, along with carols “for everyone to
sing together.” The galleries are open for
both the holiday concert and weekend
series. On Sundays, patrons often come
early, take in the art, and eat at the café
before heading into performance—or
do thatin reverse. In any case, the outing
offers a time of rich cultural immersion
sure to lighten the inevitably darker days
of winter. —N.P.B.
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A LITTLE BIT IVY LEAGUE.
A LITTLE BIT A LEAGUE OF OUR OWN.
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SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE. A LOT TO UNPACK.

QAMBRIOGE

MASSACHUSETTS
Visit CambridgeUSA.org/Winter to learn more
- .

ARTISAN GOODS

’ t ‘ 0 l l 127 Main Street 22 Holyoke Street

a ; 3 Andover, MA Cambridge, MA
26 Chure + Lambridge 01810 02138
MOTTOI | A |-_ "-. i i | 154 COM www.theandovershop.com
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ALL IN A DAY

Fashionable Crossroads

A chartreuse jumpsuit featuring irises, butterflies,
and an embroidered bustier. A slinky emerald-green se-
quined gown with crystal trim and a rhinestone belt. A
fitted cobalt blue coat with a black fur collar and decora-
tive closures known as “froggings.” See these glamorous
ensembles, and many more, on display in Andrew Gn:
Fashioning the World, at the Peabody Essex Museum in
Salem, Massachusetts. Nearly a hundred items—the
outfits, along with accessories, illustrations, and bio-
graphical notes—shed light on the creative process and
careful craftsmanship of this renowned artist. “He drew
from art, history, pop culture, and cross-cultural influ-
ences,” building an eclectic line of clothing, says chief
curator Petra Slinkard. Although worn by royalty and
celebrities around the world, his outfits offer an ease
unusual in haute couture, she adds, “so women can step
in, zip up, and go.”

Born to immigrant parents in Singapore in 1966, Gn (pronounced “gin” with a hard
“g”’) was encouraged to travel and ultimately studied in Paris, New York City, and
Milan before founding his Paris atelier, The House of Andrew Gn, in 1995. What
“began simply in his apartment with an assistant and a sewing machine,” Slinkard says,
grew into a 28-year business that produced 80 collections and some 10,000 ensem-
bles. One of the few independent fashion houses to succeed financially, the atelier
(which closed in 2023) is known for rich ornamentation, impeccable materials, and
the artist’s disparate global aesthetic. Gn integrates aspects of his own “Singaporean
lived experience,” says Slinkard, along with “the colors, textures, and patterns from
Southeast Asia.” Thus, a chinoiserie silk caftan with ostrich feathers was inspired by
motifs in traditional Chinese lacquered screens and the chartreuse jumpsuit echoes

Top: iris print jumpsuit a nineteenth-century kimono owned by his

Below, from left to right: mother. Slinkard hopes visitors to the show “ex-
coromandel print satinsilk caftan  perjence something they were not expecting,”
with embroidered trim and « .

e e e she says, “and walk away having learned some-
flowered dress; 'green dress in thing about another culture, time period, and
flower garden brocade form of creation.” —N.P.B.

COURTESY OF ANDREW GN
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ON THE NOSE

Flu Vaccines That Work

by LINDSAY BROWNELL

ESPITE annual reminders, fewer
than half of Americans get a flu
shot each year. While their reasons
vary, many feel that the vaccines
just dor't work very well. And they’re not en-
tirely wrong: in a given year, the flu vaccine’s
effectiveness can range from 10 to 6o percent,
according to U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention. That’s not great compared to

other vaccines, such as measles (97 percent ef-
fective), chicken pox (g8 percent effective), or
polio (100 percent effective).

Flu is tricky to vaccinate against because
the virus mutates extremely quickly. Vaccine
manufacturers try to overcome this problem
by predicting how the virus will evolve and
redesigning the shot every year based on that
prediction. But it’s not perfect.

Another reason for existing flu vac-
cines’ limited efficacy: they don't gen-
erate immunity where it’s needed—
namely, the nose. Castle professor of
medicine Dan Barouch, his former grad-
uate student Catherine Jacob-Dolan,
and colleagues recently described the
problem in Science Translational Medicine
and detailed their proposed solution:
new vaccines that stop infection where
it starts, laying the groundwork for a
new generation of better flu shots.

“There’s a lot of room for improve-
ment,” said Barouch, who directs the
Center for Virology and Vaccine Re-
search at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical
Center. “Many of us have [had] the ex-
perience of getting the flu vaccine and
then getting infected with the flu, and
I think poorly effective vaccines [are]
one of many reasons why we have vac-
cine hesitancy.”

Barouch has been on a decades-long
quest to develop better vaccines for
a number of diseases, including HIV,
Zika, tuberculosis, and COVID-19
(his technology was commercial-
ized by Johnson & Johnson as the vaccine
Jcovden). Recently, he turned his attention
to influenza.

Like most respiratory viruses, flu enters
the body through the mucous membranes
(or mucosae) that line the inside of the na-
sal passages, mouth, throat, and windpipe.
These tissues secrete mucus to lubricate and
clean surfaces that are in contact with out-
side air and harbor immune cells that can
trigger an immune response against viral in-
vaders. This response is what causes classic
flu symptoms, including congestion, runny
nose, and sneezing. As the virus migrates
down into the lungs, it can cause more
severe symptoms, including shortness of
breath and body aches.

Hlustration by Beth Goody
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It makes intuitive sense that the best way
to stop a virus that enters through the mu-
cosae is to generate immunity in the very
tissues that get infected, so the virus can't
spread. But that hasn't been a priority for
vaccine developers, Barouch said: “The vac-
cine field is really accustomed to giving intra-
muscular shots for pretty much everything.”

Most flu vaccines are therefore injected via
ashot in the upper arm muscle that introduc-
es dead virus particles to trigger an immune
response. There is also a nasal spray that re-
leases a live, weakened virus into the nose, but
it’s far less commonly used—in part because
it’s no more effective than the shot, despite
being delivered to the right tissues.

the nose and throat using a pipette.

They performed their experiments in 40
macaques, primates whose immune systems
are similar to humans'. After administering a
standard flu shot to mimic the exposure that
virtually all humans receive, they boosted
different groups of macaques with each of
the four vaccine types. Then they exposed
them to a strain of the HiN1 (swine) flu to
see what would happen.

The animals that had been given the clini-
cally available flu shot or nasal spray showed
almost no immune response in the mucosae
and had nearly the same amount of flu virus
in their lungs as animals that had received
no booster. This was especially surprising

Barouch has been on a decades-long quest to

develop better vaccines.

Barouch and his colleagues set out to
study exactly how effective the existing
vaccines are at generating immunity in the
mucosae and to compare them to two newer
vaccine types based on technologies used in
COVID-19 vaccines. One is an mRNA-based
flu shot, similar to the Pfizer and Moderna
COVID vaccines. The other is an adenovi-
rus-based vaccine, similar to the Johnson &
Johnson vaccine that Barouch helped devel-
op. Because adenoviruses are naturally stable
enough to survive in the nasal passages, the
researchers were able to administer that vac-
cine both as a shot and directly as a liquid to

for the nasal spray, which the researchers
had expected to work better because it tar-
gets the mucosae directly.

The best-performing type was the adenovi-
rus vaccine administered directly to the nose
and throat, which—in addition to generating
the strongest and longest-lasting mucosal im-
munity—cleared the virus from the animals’
bodies in as few as two days. Animals that
received the currently available vaccines took
a week or more to clear the virus.

The mRNA vaccine shots generated mod-
erate amounts of mucosal immunity: they
were not quite as strong as the adenovirus

vaccines, but significantly better than both
commercially available flu vaccines.

The results supported the approach that
Barouch has been advocating for years. “If
you want to make a better vaccine to protect
against infection,” he said, “youre going to
need to have a vaccine that generates mu-
cosal immunity.”

Based on this new flu study, Barouch’s
team engaged in early discussions with
researchers at the National Institutes of
Health’s Vaccine Research Center about test-
ing their promising new vaccines in humans.
Those talks have now been suspended due to
uncertainty surrounding the proposed cut
of nearly 40 percent to the agency’s budget.
Barouch’s lab is currently exploring the use
of adenovirus and mRNA vaccines against
H5Ni, a highly contagious strain of bird flu
that can be lethal in humans.

Other virology researchers are working
to create mRNA vaccines stable enough for
delivery via a nasal spray, which could offer
another, more effective vaccination option
(in addition to the adenovirus-based vac-
cine). But those studies are also in jeopardy
following the U.S. Secretary of Health and
Human Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s de-
cision to cancel $500 million in grants sup-
porting mRNA vaccine development.

While the answer to a better flu vaccine
might be right under our noses, new shots
wor't be available any time soon. Barouch’s
recommendation: keep getting your annual
flu shot, and stock up on some extra tissues.

LINGUISTIC ENIGMA

Europe’s Mystery Languages

by NINA PASQUINI

OST EUROPEAN LANGUAGES

share a common ancestry: you

can hear it in the echoes between

the English mother; Spanish madre,

Russian mat’, German miitter. But then there

are diti, anya, ema—the words for “mother”
in Finnish, Hungarian, and Estonian.

These are the Uralic languages, whose

roots, grammar, and rhythm are nothing

like those of their Indo-European neighbors.

Stranger still, they bear striking similari-

ties to languages spoken not in Europe, but

far to the east, in Siberia, Central Asia, and
Mongolia. Where did the speakers of these
enigmatic languages, scattered in isolated
pockets throughout Europe, come from?
For centuries, linguists have tried to solve
this mystery. One dominant theory placed
their homeland near Russia’s Ural Moun-
tains, the language family’s namesake. But
new research from Harvard scientists points
somewhere even further east: Yakutia, a re-
gion in northeastern Siberia on the same lon-
gitude as eastern China, Japan, and Korea.

By analyzing over 1,000 ancient DNA sam-
ples, the team discovered a unique “genetic
signature”—a distinctive set of DNA varia-
tions—shared exclusively by Uralic-speak-
ing populations. This genetic pattern first
appears, in unmixed form, in 4,500-year-old
samples from Yakutia. From there, the DNA
record shows, those populations spread
westward into modern Europe.

Tracing language spread through DNA
ist't new. Earlier this year, professor of ge-
netics and human evolutionary biology Da-
vid Reich—who also co-authored the work
on Uralic languages—used this method to
map the origins of Indo-European languag-
es, spoken today by more than 40 percent
of the world population. But because Ural-
ic languages are far less common, they are
also harder to trace: there is just less DNA
to work with.
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Co-lead author Alexander Mee-Woong
Kim 13, M.A. 22, has helped to change that.
Beginning in 2015, he journeyed to Siberia
to collect DNA samples from ancient hu-
man skeletal remains. With 180 new samples
gathered during his fieldwork, researchers
were finally able to piece together the an-
cient history of the Uralic language family.

“For many people in the U.S.,” Kim says,
“Siberia feels like a distant, remote place
with small populations, far away from ev-
erything.” But these findings tell a different
story, showing the re-
gion is “a nexus out of
which things emerge...
aregion where world-
transformative pro-
cesses originated.”

The DNA evidence
also sheds light on
how Uralic languages
spread—and why they
now survive only in
scattered pockets. The
first westward move-
ment of Uralic-speak-
ing hunter-gatherers
was around 4,000 years
ago, during the Seima-
Turbino phenomenon:
a Bronze Age network
of trade, travel, and metalworking that co-
lead author Tian Chen (T.C.) Zeng, Ph.D. 25,
likens to a “proto-United Nations.” Through
this vast cultural exchange, diverse popula-
tions, including early Uralic language speak-
ers, came into contact.

After Seima-Turbino, Uralic language

SPANISH: madre
RUSSIAN: mat’

FINNISH: aiti

ESTONIAN: ema

-5 A =453 e

Translation of
“mother”’

European languages
ENGLISH: mother
GERMAN: mutter

Uralic languages

HUNGARIAN: anya
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speakers moved west in larger numbers.
“The Uralic genetic signature pushed west-
wards, all the way to the Baltic Sea,” says
Zeng, who studies human evolutionary
biology.

But over time, much of that ancestry
faded. Today, Estonians carry about 1 to 2
percent of Yakutia-related ancestry in their
autosomal DNA (which includes all chro-
mosomes except sex chromosomes). Finns
have a higher proportion, around 10 percent.

But when scientists examine these pop-
ulations’ sex chromo-
somes, they find that
roughly 50 percent of
Finnish and Estonian
men have a Y chromo-
some that traces back
to early Uralic lan-
guage speakers. This
suggests a pattern
called “sex-biased mi-
gration,” says Zeng.
Men were likely the
primary drivers of mi-
gration and had chil-
dren with women from
other populations.
Over generations, this
diluted the Yakutia
ancestry in the overall
DNA inherited from both parents, but the
populations’ Y chromosomes—passed only
from father to son—remained largely Yaku-
tian in origin.

Hungary, where the population has al-
most no Yakutia ancestry, presents a more
dramatic case. In the ninth and tenth cen-

RIGHT NOW

Maps used by Reich and his
co-authors to trace the migration of
Uralic language speakers

turies, Ura]iC/speaking Magyar conquerors
arrived in the region and imposed their lan-
guage, but didn't intermix with the indig-
enous population and therefore left little ge-
netic trace. This is an example of “an elite
replacement event,” says Reich: small groups
imposing their language through “political
power.” Such an event was rare in ancient
history, he says, but far more common to-
day: many Americans, for instance, speak
English as a first language without having
English ancestry.

The scattered presence of Uralic lan-
guages today hints at both a broader and
more connected reach across northern
Eurasia. Over time, however, Indo-Furo-
pean-speaking peoples gradually redrew
the linguistic map. “The pattern you see
with Uralic languages—Tlittle islands sur-
rounded by a sea of Indo-European lan-
guages,” Reich explains, “is usually what
happens when there’s a subsequent lan-
guage expansion.”

Beyond genetics and archaeology, the
story of the Uralic language speakers is
also one of resilience and adaptability, says
Kim. Though they began as a relatively small
group, their cultural and linguistic legacy
remains. “I have the strong sense that early
Uralic speakers were not merely in a fortu-
itous place geographically and ecologically,”
Kim says, “but they had a remarkable abil-
ity to flourish amidst dramatic collisions
of political forms, social structures, and
worldviews.”

Maps courtesy of David Reich Lab and Natural Earth:
naturalearthdata.com/downloads/1iom-raster-data/iom-gray-earth/
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STORIES THAT STICK

The Two-Parent
Black Family Myth

by SAIMA SIDIK

SEDUCTIVE STORY can stick in

the public’s consciousness like

a too-catchy tune. Harvard so-

ciologist Christina Cross has
spent nearly a decade trying to dispel the
power of one tall tale that grips American
society: the notion that an easy remedy for
racial inequality is to reduce the number
of Black children raised in single-parent
households.

This idea has its roots in a report that
sociologist—and later U.S. senator—Daniel
Patrick Moynihan wrote in 1965, the same
year he joined the Harvard faculty. U.S.
President Lyndon B. Johnson had asked
Moynihan to investigate why nearly 50
percent of African American families lived
at or below the poverty line. After analyz-
ing government documents, such as census
records, and consulting the existing socio-
logical literature, Moynihan concluded that
when Black children are
raised by single mothers,
they “flounder—and fail.”

That simple explanation
for racial inequality was so
compelling to Americans
that even today, three of
the four ways in which the
U.S. welfare program aims
to lift families out of pov-
erty involve promoting the
two-parent structure. Ev-
ery year, the U.S. govern-
ment spends billions of
dollars to advance this goal.

The truth, Cross argues
in Inherited Inequality, her
new book, is that Ameri-
can society gives Black
kids “a perverse two-for-
one discount.” Even when
they do grow up with two
parents, the outcome is too
often the same as when
white children grow up
with one.
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Cross reached this conclusion using data
from three household surveys administered
by academic researchers that, collectively,
examined the lives of tens of thousands of
Gen X and millennial youths. While two
of those surveys follow kids from birth
through young adulthood, the third took
an in-depth look at the lives of American
families during two years in the early 2000s.
In contrast to Moyniharr's findings from the
1960s, these newer data show that cohab-
iting Black parents convey only a modest
benefit to their children.

“If we think about family structure as
being a great equalizer—as being the thing
that’s going to make the difference and
close gaps between groups,” Cross says,
“then unfortunately we're not going to wit-
ness that reduction in inequality that we're
expecting.”

To some people, this shift in evidence-
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based understanding may come as a sur-
prise. After all, it makes intuitive sense
that when two parents live together, they
have twice as many opportunities to pro-
vide their children with financial, logistical,
and emotional support as a parent who’s
doing it all alone. And in fact, white chil-
dren growing up in two-parent households
do fare better academically than white chil-
dren living with a single parent, in terms of
high school academic success, the chance of
finishing college, and income level in early
adulthood.

But in Black families, the story is more
complicated. Although Black children do
tend to perform better in school when they
live with both parents, their accomplish-
ments are, on average, similar to what could
be expected of a white child living with only
one parent. On the flip side, living in a sin-
gle-parent home doesi’t seem to lower Black
children’s academic performance as much as
it does their white peers’.

To investigate why, Cross asked wheth-
er the benefits of two-parent white fami-
lies—more plentiful financial resources,
adult supervision, and psychological well-
being—extended fully to Black children in
similar arrangements. “And the answer to
that, unfortunately, is no,” she says. Sys-
temic and cultural racism pervades Amer-
ica, she explains, from discrimination in
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the housing market to bias in the justice
system. Consequently, even Black children
who live with two parents are likely to face
challenges, such as insufhcient money and
chronically depressed parents. These bur-
dens are heavy enough to dwarf any benefit
that comes with adding a second parent to
the equation.

Inherited Inequality “beautifully exposes
the man behind the curtain,” says Boston
University sociologist Anthony Abraham
Jack, Ph.D. 16, who thinks the book could
move American society past the two-par-
ent myth. “Because the image of that may
be good for postcards, but it’s not good for
policy,” he says.

Cross began challenging the two-par-
ent narrative publicly in 2019, when she
published a New York Times opinion piece,
“The Myth of the Two-Parent Family.” She
hoped it would lead to social policy that
could reduce racial inequality but says, in-
stead, “I've seen policy changes in the op-
posite direction.” Upcoming cuts to social
programs such as SNAP and Medicaid, she
says, will likely increase the barriers Black
children face and widen racial gaps in the
United States. Likewise, the recent Supreme
Court decision to end affirmative action in
college admissions already seems to be re-
ducing enrollment of Black students at some
elite schools.

Cuts to SNAP and
Medicaid, Cross
fears, will increase
the barriers Black
children face.

Jack says he wouldr't be surprised to see
the achievement gap between Black and
white kids widen in response to recent
policy changes. “When you remove what
protects us from the full weight of Amer-
ica’s history of racism and exclusion,” he
explains, “we’re going to see this inequal-
ity only grow.”

Cross hopes her research can give policy-
makers the information they need to start
changing that. Sixty years after the Moyni-
han report, Cross says she wants to tell a
different story—*“a much more sobering and
complex one, but one that I think will help
us to move in a more fruitful direction.” U
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Harvard Faces the Future

As the school year begins, students enter a changed campus.

T THE START of the fall semester,

President Alan M. Garber exited

Massachusetts Hall for a tradition-

al stroll around the Yard. Decked

in a red Harvard sweatshirt, he chatted ge-

nially with first-year students moving into

their dorms, his sanguine demeanor masking
asummer that couldn’t have been easy.

With settlement talks with the federal

government reportedly stalled—and some
loud voices in the Harvard community urg-
ing against a deal— the University contin-
ued its rollercoaster ride into September.
There were federal court victories, further
financial attacks, rumors, and recrimina-
tions (see page 17). At the end of the month,
U.S. President Donald Trump, speaking oft
the cuff at an unrelated White House event,

suggested that a deal was all but inked, in-
volving a s500 million dollar payout and
a commitment to building trade schools.
Secretary of Education Linda McMahon
seemed to agree.

University officials were notably silent.
Days went by with no news, in the midst
of a federal shutdown.

But even if an agreement comes soon—al-
lowing research funding to flow, ensuring
that international students will get their vi-
sas, easing the white-hot pressure—Har-
vard will emerge from the drama signifi-
cantly changed.
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For one, the financial pressures aren’t
likely to disappear. Even with past grants
restored, researchers are facing down the
likelihood that future opportunities will
shrink, under an administration that is
hostile to higher education and has taken
steps to cut funding overall for science and
medical research. In July, Congress passed a
tax hike on university endowment income
that could, according to economists, bump
the tax on Harvard’s income from 1.5 to 8
percent in January, costing a reported $200
million per year. Trump’s executive procla-
mation in September, placing a $100,000 fee
on every H-1B visa, puts a hefty surcharge
on a major mechanism Harvard uses to hire
international scholars and researchers.

Driven partly by
changes in the

law, partly by self-
reflection, and partly
by the Trump admin-
istration’s antipathy
toward identity poli-
tics, students returned
this year to find new
structures, rules, and
guidelines.

So austerity continues: a hiring freeze,
rumors of further layoffs, a smaller pool of
graduate students, a pause on the planned
renovations to Widener, Houghton, Lamont,
and Pusey libraries. (Other construction
projects continue: the renovation of Eliot
House; the continued work, in Allston, on
the Enterprise Research Campus and the
new home of the American Repertory The-
ater. And Adams House reopened this fall
after a six-year, three/stage renovation.)

In addition to the money, there’s the mood.
Driven partly by changes in the law, partly
by self-reflection after the past two years of
turmoil, and partly by the Trump administra-
tion’s antipathy toward identity politics, Har-
vard students returned to campus this year
to find new structures, rules, and guidelines.

JOHN HARVARD’S JOURNAL

HARVARD PORTRAIT

Wolfram Schlenker

Agricultural economics is rife with trade-offs. Pesticides increase crop yields (low-
ering the price of produce for consumers) but damage the environment and human
health. Global food trade reduces insecurities yet can lead to dire geopolitical conflicts.
And the continuing effects of climate change worsen all these scenarios. “Extreme heat
is the main driver of agricultural yields,” notes Wolfram Schlenker, Goldberg professor
of the global food system at the Harvard Kennedy School (HKS). In the short run, that
“might not be that bad for farmers—given that once you restrict supply, you drive up
prices,” he says, “but [it] is bad for consumers, especially the poor.” Schlenker chose
this field because he likes to grapple with crucial unresolved questions, such as: Can
the world continue to feed its growing population? Born and raised in Germany, he
spent a year abroad at Duke University as an undergraduate and stayed, ultimately
earning a master’s degree in engineering and management science. He completed a
doctorate in agricultural and resource economics at the University of California, Berke-
ley in 2003, then taught at Columbia University before joining Harvard in 2024. At
HKS, Schlenker’s work explores important challenges, including: Should we use irriga-
tion water to insulate against drought, even as aquifers are being drained at unsustain-
able rates! What are the pros and cons of Russia, with its fertile soil still frozen over,
becoming a big future breadbasket? When he’s not working, Schlenker likes to bike.
The car-free, rails-to-trails routes are antidotal, enabling his mind to wander freely
amid natural beauty and to appreciate nature’s complexity. “As a kid, you think nature
is an equilibrium,” he says, but “there have always been fights for dominance between
different species. Most landscapes have evolved over time.” —NELL PORTER BROWN

Photograph by Jim Harrison
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1915 Professor Theodore Richards
becomes the first American to receive a
Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

1925 The Harvard Fund is officially
established—to provide a means for
alumni to support the University through
annual contributions, as distinct from spe-
cial gifts to a particular drive or campaign.

1940 “A decade ago,” note the edi-
tors, “any Harvard man who rode a bi-
cycle was thought at least eccentric.” But
“since the universal recognition of carbon
monoxide,” bicycles have made a
comeback in Cambridge, with more
than 250 counted in daily use around
the Yard and the Houses.

1955 The Corporation orders
the replacement on the Memorial

Hall tower of the rooftop railing and

other metal ornamentation re-

moved early in 1945 because of de-

terioration—and unwittingly sets

the stage for the conflagration that
destroyed all but the base of the
tower in 1956.

1970 Surprising students and fac-
ulty alike, administrative vice president
L. Gard Wiggins announces that the
University will buy only lettuce picked
by members of the United Farm Work-
ers—a change from its earlier policy of
buying solely on the basis of quallty,
value, and supplies available.

All oont-ént ©20
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Yesterday’s News

From the pages of the Harvard Alumni Bulletin and Harvard Magazine

The decision ends a sustained effort by a
small group of Harvardians to convince the
University to boycott lettuce altogether.

1990 Julia Child donates 2,000 cook-
books from her collection to Radcliffe’s
Schlesinger Library, with a promise of
more to come. The “French chef” hopes
the gift will promote cooking as a respect-
ed profession and academic field of study.

2000 Moore professor of biological
anthropology Irven DeVore delivers his
final lecture in Science B-29, “Human

P, Behavioral Biology” (popularly

.-g‘*.‘_", known as “Sex’), which he has

e—Tr= co-taught since 1970, attracting

_ﬁ.‘; close to a third of all undergradu-
o

ates during that time span with
his showmanship and devotion to
teaching.

2020 Having lost the first

round of its lawsuit against Har-
vard, Students for Fair Admissions
sues the University of North
Carolina. The pair of cases ulti-
mately resulted in the 2023 Su-
preme Court ruling that out-
lawed consideration of race in
' admissions.

A new initiative to promote rehgious
literacy and dialogue was announced over
the summer, complete with a new position:
director of interfaith engagement. Univer-
sity-wide harassment training modules
added detailed language about antisemi-
tism and anti-Muslim bias, including long
lists of terms that could be considered
discriminatory.

“We are no longer,
as a matter of policy,
funneling students
to offices based on
their identity group.”

—David Deming,
dean of Harvard College

Over the summer, the College reshuffled
its federal compliance offices related to gen-
der equity and nondiscrimination, folding
separate offices for women, minority stu-
dents, and LGBTQ students into a “Harvard
Foundation,” housed within the Office of
Culture and Community.

The bureaucratic shifts mirror what many
colleges are doing, in the current political cli-
mate, to eliminate traces of what were once
robust diversity, equity, and inclusion infra-

structures. At Harvard, they reflect anew
approach toward identity, Danoff dean of
Harvard College David Deming said in an
interview. “We are no longer, asamatter of
policy, funneling students to offices based
on their identity group,” he said. “Rather,
we have an office that welcomes all stu-
dents, supports all students, and acknowl-
edges their intersectional identities—and
provides programming for them that
makes them feel like they are part
o of a larger community.”
—
ﬁ
IF MANY OF THESE changes re-
flect political realities outside
Harvard’s gates, others stem
from introspection. Last winter,
the Faculty of Arts and Sciences
L™ (FAS) released a report from its
i classroom social compact com-
mittee, which found that stu-
dents were de-emphasizing class-
work in favor of extracurriculars and

Ilustration by Mark Steele
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other pursuits. The report also acknowl-
edged widespread grade inflation and the
pressures on faculty that lead to the prac-
tice, and found that students and instruc-
tors often feel uncomfortable expressing
their views during class discussions.

A concerted effort has followed to “re-
center” academics. Over the summer, in-
coming first-year students participated in a
go-minute online orientation program about
Harvard’s academic offerings, developed by
dean of undergraduate education Amanda
Claybaugh. A segment on “how college is
different from high school” told students
they should expect to spend many hours on
their classwork; a module on “challenging
conversations” stressed the importance of
diverse viewpoints in the classroom.

Instructors were given exphcit guidance
about how to treat students whose political
views differ from their own. And, following
a vote by the FAS last spring, classes now
use the Chatham House Rule: participants
may share the contents of a classroom dis-
cussion outside of class, but not the identity
of the speakers.

Much of the work falls under the umbrel-
la of “productive disagreement,” a watch-
word across campus since the national
scrutiny began. At Convocation exercises,
Garber laid out expectations clearly: “We
trust that you—of many points of origin
and many more types of backgrounds—will
greet differences with genuine curiosity and
sincere interest. This, of course, does not
mean that you will agree with everyone.”

JOHN HARVARD’S JOURNAL

That disagreement will surely spill out
in public, though compared to recent years,
the fall on campus has been strikingly quiet
so far. At Convocation, the only hint of past
unrest was a handful of protestors off to one
side, silently holding up a pro-Palestinian
sign. Deming, who began his role this sum-
mer after years as faculty dean of Kirkland
House, said he trusts that students will nav-
igate the line between heightened scrutiny
on conduct and the urge for self-expression.

“We want to have a culture on campus
that recognizes freedom and engages seri-
ously with different perspectives,” he said.
“And we want all of our students to feel like
they can speak their mind. And if they don't
feel that way, I'd like to know.”

—JOANNA WEISS

News in Brief

Harvard—and Its Faculty—
Win in Federal Court
IN Two separate rulings in September, fed-
eral district judges called out the Trump ad-
ministration for violating the First Amend-
ment. District Judge Allison Burroughs
restored more than 2.2 million in cancelled
grants to Harvard after ruling that the ad-
ministration’s freeze order—in response,
federal officials said, to antisemitism and
political imbalance on campus—violated
Harvard’s free speech rights. While Bur-
roughs acknowledged that Harvard “could
(and should) have done a better job” of
dealing with harassment, she accused the
government of using antisemitism “as a
smokescreen for a targeted, ideologically-
motivated assault on this country’s premier
universities.”

Weeks later, District Judge William

Outdoor Dining on Bow Street

The block of lower Bow Street between Plympton and DeWolfe
Streets could be closed to vehicle traffic, paving the way for outdoor
dining at Daedalus, Sea Hag, and the Blue Bottle coffee shop. The
Cambridge City Council is pursuing plans for closing a portion of Bow
Street to car traffic in the spring of 2026, working with the Univer-
sity and the Harvard Square Business Association. According to local
news reports, city officials envision a European-style pedestrian pla-
za—and note that the street was closed for construction for two years
with no significant impact on surrounding traffic.

Young issued a scathing 161-page ruling in
a lawsuit brought by Harvard’s chapter of
the American Association of University Pro-
fessors, among other parties. The plaintiffs
charged that, in its efforts to deport non-
citizens engaged in pro-Palestinian speech,
the Trump administration was chilling free
expression and creating a climate of fear and
repression. Young, calling the case “per-
haps the most important ever to fall
within the jurisdiction of this district
court,” declared that First Amendment
protections apply to noncitizens. He
said he would determine what the con-
sequences for the government should be
for violating the Constitution.

Absent a Settlement, a Squeeze

IN THE ABSENCE of a settlement, the Trump
administration continued to pressure Har-
vard over the summer and i
early fall. In September,
citing “growing concerns”

about the University’s financial stability, the
government placed Harvard onheightened
cash monitoring status, a designation that
requires the University to use its own funds
to pay out federal aid to students before re-
questing reimbursement from the U.S. De-
partment of Education (DOE). The DOE
also said it was requiring Harvard to pro-
vide a $36 million letter of credit, guarantee-
ing that it would fulfill its financial obliga-
tions to students and the government, and
threatened to cut off all access to federal
student aid over what it said was the Uni-
versity’s “continued refusal” to turn over
admissions data.

Later in the month, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services an-
nouncedthat it was referring the University
for “debarment,” laying the path for the
administration to block Harvard from

Photograph by Niko Yaitanes/Harvard Magazine
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receiving any future federal grants or
contracts. The move was based on a charge,
from the department’s Office for Civil
Rights (OCR), that Harvard violated the
Civil Rights Act of 1964 by “acting with de-
liberate indifference towards antisemitic
student-on-student harassment” follow-
ing the October 7,2023, terrorist attacks in
Israel.

The New York Timesreported that earlier in
September, Harvard had sent a caustic 163-
page letter to the Trump administration,
charging that the OCR’s determination was
based on flimsy evidence and ignored ac-
tions Harvard has taken over the past two
years to address campus antisemitism.

Trump Outlines Goals

for Colleges

IN EARLY OCTOBER, the Trump administra-
tion sent a group of nine universities a “Com-
pact for Academic Excellence in Higher
Education,” outlining a list of requirements

that would grant them preference for fed-
eral funds. Harvard was not on the list of
recipients. Still, the document, condemned
by some as an assault on academic freedom,
serves as a kind of blueprint for the admin-
istratiom’s goals and hints at some of the
demands Harvard might face in settlement
negotiations: requiring standardized test
scores in admissions; maintaining institu-
tional neutrality; requiring the preservation
of same-sex spaces, such as women's locker
rooms; and limiting foreign students to 15
percent of the undergraduate population,
with no more than 5 percent from a single
country. The document also demands that
auniversity with an endowment exceeding
s2 million per undergraduate student—a de-
scription that fits Harvard—not charge tu-
ition for admitted students pursuing hard
science programs.

Orchestra Suspended for Hazing
A GREATER nationwide scrutiny on colle-

Delivering the Goods

giate hazing fell swiftly on the Harvard-Rad-
cliffe Orchestra, which was banned from op-
erating as a club for the semester following
a complaint about a retreat that, according
to The Crimson, involved vodka, hand sani-
tizer, a blindfolded nighttime march, and a
conga line.

Dean David Deming said the College
has tightened its hazing enforcement
in response to the Stop Campus Hazing
Act, which passed Congress in 2024 and
requires colleges that receive federal fi-
nancial aid to report hazing incidents and
develop hazing prevention programs and
policies. “Our hazing policy at Harvard
College has not changed,” says Deming.
“What changed was the law, and we're
committed to following the law.”

A Satellite Goes Dark

A c1IMATE satellite built with contributions
from Harvard researchers unexpectedly went
dark in June, after a little more than a year in

In Harvard’s face-off with
Brown, Crimson defensive back
Austin-Jake Guillory runs back a
first-quarter interception to set
up a touchdown.

those expectations, whomping
Stetson 59-7 in the season open-
er in Florida, avenging last year’s
loss to Brown with a 41-7 rout at
Soldiers Field, and trouncing
Holy Cross 59-24 at an away
game in Worcester. Craig is a
marvel to watch and, for sheer
arm talent (as the football ex-
pression goes), he might be the
best Harvard has ever had. His
passes have zing and touch. He
can whip a ball into a tight win-
dow, he can float it deep to hita
receiver in stride, he can fire it to
a tight end who has gotten open

at the first-down marker. He can also run if needed.

It’s a promising start for Stephenson Family coach for Harvard

Crimson football starts the season strong.

The media who cover the Ivy League tabbed Harvard as the
preseason title favorite, with good reason. The Crimson have argu-
ably the league’s best quarterback in senior Jaden Craig, who in
conference games last season threw 23 touchdown passes and a
mere three interceptions. They have inarguably the league’s most
accomplished defender in senior safety and captain Ty Bartrum.
In the first three games of the season, the Crimson fulfilled

football Andrew Aurich, now in his second season with the Crim-
son, who has a lot to look forward to if the wins continue. For
the first time since it began competition in 1956, the lvy League
will permit its football champion to advance to the postseason—
specifically, to the Football Championship Subdivision playoffs.
The Crimson haven’t played a postseason football game since
the 1920 Rose Bowl (Harvard 7, Oregon 6). This year’s FCS
playoffs begin on November 29 and could mean five more games
if Harvard goes the distance. —DICK FRIEDMAN
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Gay Critiques Donor Pressure, Harvard Response

During a September address to the Netherlands Institute for Advanced Study in Amsterdam,
former Harvard president Claudine Gay criticized the University’s response to Trump admin-
istration attacks. “The posture of the institution seems to be one of compliance,” she said, in
remarks that were reported by The Crimson and The New York Times. Gay also sharply con-
demned donors whose increasingly common public ultimatums, she said, “force institutions
to choose between donor preferences and public integrity.” (Gay’s exit from Harvard’s presi-
dency in 2024 was hastened by donor outcry.) Gay drew a distinction between supporting
higher education and steering its direction, and she advised universities “to say no to gifts with

inappropriate conditions and donors with inappropriate demands.”

space. Launched with great fanfare and tech-
giant funding in March 2024, MethaneSAT
was designed to detect plumes of invisible
methane emissions from space, and it was
meant to collect data for five years.

In September, Harvard scientists who
worked on the project told The Crimson that
even during its brief lifespan, the satellite
amassed a vast trove of “beautiful” data that
will take a year to process and may pave
the way to new discoveries—perhaps even
aMethaneSAT 2, though it may not be based
at Harvard.

Women and

Gender Studies Professor
Denied Tenure

SOME FACULTY expressed surprise that
Durba Mitra, the Wolf associate professor
of women and gender studies, was denied
tenure this summer. When she was hired
as an assistant professor in 2017, Mitra,
who studies sexuality in South Asian his-
tory, was the first full-time faculty member
hired by the committee on degrees in stud-
ies of women, gender, and sexuality. (The
department had previously relied on inter-
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disciphnary joint appointments.)

In the 2022-23 academic year, Mitra was
the acting faculty director of the Schlesing-
er Library on the History of Women in
America. Last January, Campus News, a con-
servative website that highlights left-wing
courses and activities on college campuses,
wrote an article about her course, “The Sex-
ual Life of Colonialism,” which focused on
“the role of colonialism and neocolonialism
in racial imaginations of gender and sexual-
ity.” Mitra will have to leave the University
within a year.
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The Kingmaker?

With one momentous opinion,
Chief Justice John Roberts may have cemented his legacy.
It's unlikely to be the one he wants.

by Lincoln Caplan

OHN G. ROBERTS JR. ’76, J.D. °79, has written hundreds
of Supreme Court opinions in his 20 years as chief justice
of the United States. The most important, to the nation
and to his legacy, may be his opinion in Trump v. United
States, which changed the balance of power among the
branches of government—and rewrote the meaning of
the Constitution.

Afederal grand jury had indicted former President Don-
ald Trump for his actions after the November 2020 election,
charging him with, among other lawbreaking, using “dis-

honesty, fraud, and deceit” to prevent the peaceful transfer

of power. Trump moved to dismiss the charges, arguing that

he should have absolute immunity from criminal prosecution for
actions he had performed while carrying out his official duties.

In July 2024, by a 6-3 vote, the Supreme Court overruled federal trial
and appeals courts to decide in Trump’s favor. The Roberts opinion
broadly expanded the authority of the presidency by saying that a
former president is immune from prosecution, even after his tenure,
for official acts he took under his exclusive authority as president. And
he is likely immune, the Court ruled, for all other official acts he took
while in office—as the opinion put it, even in “the outer perimeter”
of his responsibilities. The opinior’s foundational idea is that “unlike
anyone else, the president is a branch of government, and the Consti-
tution vests in him sweeping powers and duties.”

Over 41 pages, Roberts made his reasoning clear: the “pall of
potential prosecution” poses a danger to the presidency and the
nation if it prompts a president to hesitate to execute his duties

“fearlessly and fairly.” Roberts emphasized that he was separating
Trump’s actions from the privileges of the office. “We must not
confuse ‘the issue of a power’s validity with the cause it is invoked
to promote,” he wrote, “but must instead focus on the ‘enduring
consequences upon the balanced power structure of our Republic.”

The decision was about the prerogatives of the presidency, rath-
er than an absolution of Trump’s conduct during his first term as
president or an endorsement of his cause. But it was the fullest
expression the Court has ever made of a maximalist view of that
power, narrowly checked by the Court and Congress.

Its legal consequences are extreme. The Constitution sets out a
deliberate order in its articles establishing the branches of power: I
for Congress, I1 for the executive. The Court’s ruling all but reverses
the importance of those branches and retracts a critical power of
the judiciary that limited wrongdoing by a president.

In her dissent in the case, Justice Sonia Sotomayor, joined by
Justices Elena Kagan, ].D. ’86, and Ketanji Brown Jackson ’g2, J.D.
’96, warned about the consequences of such a broad expansion of
presidential power. “The Court effectively creates a law-free zone
around the President,” upsetting the status quo that had exist-
ed since the nation’s founding and giving blanket permission for
wrongdoing, Sotomayor wrote. “Let the President violate the law,
let him exploit the trappings of his office for personal gain, let him
use his official power for evil ends,” she summarized. “In every use
of ofhcial power, the President is now a king above the law.”

Roberts remarked in his opinion that the “tone of chilling doom”
in her dissent was “wholly disproportionate” to what the ruling

Portrait by Sam Kerr
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meant. But Sotomayor’s words proved pre-
scient: the breadth of power that President
Trump and his administration have as-
serted in the months since he was sworn
in for his second term has made plain how
boundlessly they interpret the reach of the
presidency.

As the legal scholar Peter Shane 74 wrote
in The Atlantic in July, Roberts’s opinion
didn’t anticipate Trump acting in any of
those ways—even though Trump, running
again for the presidency at the time of the
ruling, was making promises to his support-
ers of precisely what he would do with bare-
ly limited power. But Shane’s criticism was
also much graver. “No one on the Supreme
Court has gone further to enable Trump’s
extreme exercise of presidential power than
the chief justice of the United States, John Roberts,” he declared.
“What America is witnessing is a remaking of the American presi-
dency into something closer to a dictatorship.”

He went on: “Trump’s use of executive powerisnota distortion
of the Roberts Court’s theory of the presidency; it is the Court’s
theory of the presidency, come to life.”

The Trump opinion underscores the sometimes/contradictory
nature of Roberts’s record as chief. At 70, he is an exceptionally
capable and strong-willed justice who takes pride in the indepen-
dence of his judgment and in his tie to the eminent, nonpartisan
tradition of seeking “the right result for the right reasons.” Yet he
is also the product of a long-building, now-dominant conservative
legal movement whose triumphs are widespread, with effects that
are still unfolding.

president.

Roberts, often
described as

an institutionalist,
has enabled the
most hostile
anti-institutionalist
ever elected

In 2023, Roberts received
the Henry ). Friendly
Medal, named after the
federal judge for whom
he clerked in 1979-1980.

In some corners of pub-
lic opinion and judicial
analysis, the Trump ruling
cemented Roberts’s repu-
tation as a Republican and
conservative partisan. It
also cemented a view of the
Court as a tool for carrying
out Trump’s anti-democra-
cy agenda—the opposite of
what Roberts sought in his
opinion.

Now, the Trump ruling
looms over cases that are
likely to, or scheduled to,
come before the Court in
coming months, including
at least two involving the
government’s attempts to
punish Harvard for per-
ceived political excesses—
which Harvard argues are a direct violation of
its First Amendment rights. Other cases seem
similarly fateful, about the authority of Con-
gress, the independence of federal agencies, the
use of the military in policing civilian life, and
the nature of American citizenship.

Their outcomes, along with the Court’s ac-
tions in the last few years, carry the seeds of
American tragedy. Roberts, often described as
an institutionalist, has enabled the most hos-
tile anti-institutionalist ever elected president.
The leader of the nation’s judicial system has
empowered the president who is the most dis-
dainful in history of the decrees of judges, the
provisos of the Constitution, and the workings
of American democracy. The chief justice, at-
tempting to thread the needle between prin-
ciple and practicality, has opened the door to
the possibility of the ultimate constitutional crisis: a president’s
outright defiance of the Supreme Court.

N 2023, a year before the Court issued the Trump decision,
Roberts received the Henry J. Friendly Medal, a prestigious
award honoring his achievement in law, from a research orga-
nization of the bar’s elite called the American Law Institute.
The award is named for Judge Henry Friendly, A.B. 1923, LL.B. 27,
LL.D. 71, who served on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Second
Circuit for 27 years and is considered one of America’s great twen-
tieth-century judges.
Roberts was a Friendly law clerk for a year starting in 1979, when
Roberts was 24 and Friendly was 75. He was a favorite of Friendly’s
among his many clerks over the years, and the feeling was mutual. Ac-
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“I saw, on a

cepting the award, Roberts explained
how important the judge remained
as amodel for him in many ways—
even disclosing that the robe Friendly
wore on the Second Circuit hangs in
his closet in the Supreme Court rob-
ing room. As Friendly did, Roberts
writes his judicial opinions by hand.

Roberts recounted that, when he
finished Harvard Law School, he
questioned his choice of career, con-
cerned that “the law was a rather

and full life

day-to-day basis,
an eye-to-eye
basis, that a good

could be led in

tend Harvard. He graduated summa cum laude and Phi Beta
Kappa from Harvard College in three years. An essay he
wrote about the lawyer, senator, and orator Daniel Web-
ster, called “The Utopian Conservative,” won a Bowdoin
Prize for literary merit.

Roberts was the managing editor of the Harvard Law Re-
view, chosen by its liberal president for his talent, diligence,
and integrity. He graduated magna cum laude from Harvard
Law School. In The Chief, her 2019 biography of Roberts, the
legal journalist Joan Biskupic describes him as an intro-
vert who worked himself to exhaustion through college
and law school and learned how to present himself with

cynical profession.” But, he went on, the laW.” charm and humility, grace and polish.
“a year with Henry Friendly changed ) After excelling for Friendly, Roberts did a stellar job
everything. I saw, on a day-to-day ba- - 7 ohn Roberts al the at the Supreme Court for then-Justice, later Chief Justice

sis, an eye-to-eye basis, that a good
and full life could be led in the law.”

Roberts cited “three significant as-
pects” of Friendly’s approach to judg-
ing as the touchstones of his own. The first is an open mind, not
beholden to any school of legal thought (“He delighted in fitting a
particular case in the context of the law as a whole”). The second
is a belief in the power of reason, with the steps of legal logic laid
out (“There’s no hiding the ball”). The third is a pragmatic concern
about human, social, and legal consequences. That was how the
chief justice saw his own work. That was how he wanted it to be
seen. That was also how some of his colleagues on the Court hoped
he would craft his opinions.

At the Friendly Medal award ceremony, Justice Kagan, who served
as dean of Harvard Law School from 2003 to 2009, introduced the
chief justice before he spoke. While noting, and
joking, that their votes in many cases have been for
clashing sides, she validated Roberts’s dedication to
the law and his good faith in carrying out his duties
on the Court. An acclaimed writer herself, she called

Friendly Medal award
ceremony in 2023

Rehnquist—who was known in that period as the Lone
Ranger because he sometimes wrote hardline conservative
dissents that no other justice joined. Then, when President
Ronald Reagan gave his inaugural address in January 1981—
declaring that “it is time for us to realize that we're too great a nation
to limit ourselves to small dreams”—Roberts heard a “call to action”
(his words), Biskupic reported, “to join the ideological battle” (hers).

At 26, Roberts became a special assistant to the attorney gen-
eral in the Reagan administration—and soon became known in
the Department of Justice as one of the New Right’s steeliest and
most combative and effective members. He was recruited to the
White House counsel’s office where, for four years, he carried out
the movement’s work targeting the liberalism of the Supreme Court,
and especially its decisions fulfilling the purposes of the post-Civil
War constitutional amendments.

A conservative legacy

his prose “the best writing in law.”

Roberts’s opinions, Kagan said, are transparent
about their reasoning and clear enough to be a useful
guide for future conduct. And, pointedly, she not-
ed that his opinions “encourage, even if they don’t
guarantee, law that in its substance is careful and
restrained and principled”—respectful, she implied,
of precedent and of laws passed by elected bodies
such as Congress; reluctant to reject settled rules
and norms; and moderate as a matter of conviction,
because that contributes to law’s stability and to
maintaining the people’s trust.

She seemed to be working the ref—encouraging
Roberts to follow the model of the moderate, legal
process-oriented Friendly rather than the very con-
servative, states’ rights/oriented, sometimes anti-
civil-rights William Rehnquist, for whom Roberts
went on to clerk at the Supreme Court.

Roberts’s record shows the influence of both phi-
losophies—as well as tenacity and intense ambition.
From his youth, Roberts stood out as an achiever, a
teenage National Merit Scholar and the first person
from his private, Catholic Indiana high school to at-

Each of Chief Justice Roberts’s landmark conservative opinions has
been countered by a liberal dissent, resting on a competing under-
standing of the Constitution. In the cases highlighted on these pages,
the dissenting justice took the rare step of reading a summary from
the bench when the decision was announced.

Loper Bright Enterprises v. Raimondo, 2024

Result: The Court overturned a foundational 40-year-old precedent
known as the Chevron deference doctrine, to rule that judges may no
longer defer to a government agency'’s interpretation of an ambiguous
statute.

Roberts, for the majority: The Chevron deference doctrine had “be-
come an impediment, rather than an aid, to accomplishing the basic
judicial task of ‘say[ing] what the law is.”

Justice Elena Kagan, dissenting: “Today, the Court flips the script: It
is now ‘the courts (rather than the agency)' that will wield power when
Congress has left an area of interpretive discretion. A rule of judicial
humility gives way to a rule of judicial hubris.”
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Where liberals on the Court saw a drive to include all people,
especially of color, in the full sweep of American opportunity and
the law’s protection—by upholding civil rights laws and improving
fairness in law enforcement and other legal areas—conservatives
saw judicial activism that strayed from the Constitution’s original
intent. In 1985, in a speech at the American Enterprise Institute,
Reagan’s second attorney general, Edwin Meese III, decried an “ag-
gressively secular liberalism often driven by an expansively egalitar-
ian impulse.” He went on, “The result has been nothing less than an
abandonment of many of the traditional political and social values
the great majority of Americans embrace.”

The movement sought to create a new conservative regime in
law: elevating the power of the Republican presidency; reducing

Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. v.

President and Fellows of Harvard College, 2023

Paired with a case involving the University of North Carolina, this case
ended affirmative action in higher education admissions—establish-
ing a principle of colorblindness Roberts had advocated for since he

was a young lawyer in the Reagan administration.

Roberts, for the majority: “The ‘core purpose of the Equal Protection
Clause™ of the Constitution’s Fourteenth Amendment is “do[ing] away
with all governmentally imposed discrimination based on race.”

Justice Sonia Sotomayor, dissenting: “The Court subverts the con-
stitutional guarantee of equal protection by further entrenching racial
inequality in education, the very foundation of our democratic govern-

ment and pluralistic society.”

Roberts was sworn in as the
17th chief justice of the United
States on September 29,2005.

deference to laws made by the
Democrat-dominated Con-
gress; and packing the federal
courts with conservative judg-
es who would reach conserva-
tive results. The most prized
combatants were lawyers with
superb credentials, like Rob-
erts, whose lawyerly person-
alities helped them thrive and
succeed in the politics of the
movement and more widely.

In 1986, Roberts went to
work for the Washington, D.C,
law firm of Hogan & Hartson
(now Hogan Lovells) and was
named a partner after a year. In
1992, when Roberts was 37, Pres-
ident George HW. Bush nomi-
nated him to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit, but the Demo-
cratic majority in the Senate blocked his confirmation vote. President
George W. Bush nominated him a second time to the D.C. Circuit: he
joined that court in 2003. Two years later, to Roberts’s surprise, the
president nominated him to replace Justice Sandra Day O’Connor.

Roberts had expected a woman would be nominated to replace the
first woman ever to serve on the Supreme Court, so he felt relaxed
during his interview with Bush—which might explain a surprising
observation of the president about a man known for being, among
other things, steely and combative. In his memoir, Bush wrote: “Be-
hind the sparkling resume was a genuine man with a gentle soul.”

Chief Justice Rehnquist died six and a half weeks after Bush nomi-
nated Roberts for the O’Connor seat. Two days after Rehnquist’s
death, the president nominated him to be chief. (Bush chose Samuel
A. Alito Jr. to fill O’Connor’s seat.)

Roberts was confirmed by the Senate 78-22. He
was 50 years old: the youngest chief justice since his
hero and role model of two centuries before, John
Marshall. In his confirmation hearings, the most
memorable speech came from Illinois Senator Barack
Obama, ].D. 1, a former president of the Harvard Law
Review, three years before he was elected president
of the United States. It expressed standard partisan
opposition to a judicial nominee—Supreme Court
confirmation votes after that largely split along party
lines—but it also contained a more cutting legal and
political critique.

“There is absolutely no doubt in my mind Judge
Roberts is qualified to sit on the highest court in the
land,” Obama made clear. “The problem I had is that
when I examined Judge Roberts’s record and history
of public service, it is my personal estimation that he
has far more often used his formidable skills on behalf
of the strong in opposition to the weak.” He concluded,

24 NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2025

Photograph related to the George W. Bush administration as part of the

records of the White House photo office collection

All content ©2025 Harvard Magazine. For more content and contact information visit www.harvardmagazine.com


www.harvardmagazine.com

“The bottom line is this: I will be voting against John Roberts’s nomi-
nation. I do so with considerable reticence. I hope that I am wrong,”

HE JOURNALIST MATTHEW CONTINETTI, writing in The
Weekly Standard in 2005, noted about Roberts’s prize-win-
ning essay on Daniel Webster that, as a college student,
Roberts was drawn to Webster’s “ability to engage in
politics while behaving as if he were above politics.” As chief, Rob-
erts has done something strikingly similar. The centerpiece of his
Senate confirmation testimony was about his view that the work
of the Court is not political:
Judges are not politicians who
can promise to do certain
things in exchange for votes...
I will decide every case based
on the record, according to the
rule of law, without fear or fa-
vor, to the best of my ability,
and I will remember that it’s
my job to call balls and strikes,
and not to pitch or bat.

But as the legal scholar Neil Siegel
told me, “Whether it’s John Marshall
or John Roberts, when justices say,
‘We do law, not politics,” they are act-
ing politically, not legally.” In an article
scheduled to come out next spring in
the Harvard Law Review, Siegel and the
legal scholar Curtis Bradley, ].D.88, call
that type of move “judicial self-pro-
tection.” They say that Supreme Court
justices have engaged in it to maintain
influence in the political world when
they have faced political threats from
the executive, the states, or Congress.
The Court must persuade powerful
politicians to abide by its decisions
and, in the case of the president, en-
force them. “In short,” they write, “the
Court has two central tasks, especially
when it is under threat: preserving the
Constitution and the rule of law; and
protecting itself.”

Roberts has angered conservatives
and surprised liberals with occasion-
al opinions and votes that were forms
of judicial self-protection. The best-
known came in 2012, with the Court’s

Above: A sign-holder is among

the marchers who gathered to
protest the Patient Protection and
Affordable Care Act in front of
the U.S. Supreme Court on March
26,2012, in Washington, D.C.

Below: Anti-abortion protestors are
met by counter-protestors in front
of the Supreme Court on June 21,
2024, as citizens await a ruling on
high-profile abortion rights cases.

long-anticipated ruling on the Affordable Care Act, a prime achieve-
ment of the Obama administration that had narrowly passed Con-
gress with no Republican support. Roberts voted with four liberals
on the Court to uphold the law, on the grounds that its “individual
mandate,” compelling people to purchase health insurance, could
be characterized as a tax. But he also joined the Court’s four other
conservative justices in striking down the use of the Commerce
Clause to justify such mandates—an outcome liberals condemned
as a needless curtailment of congressional authority.

Linda Greenhouse 68, who won a Pulitzer Prize for her New York
Times reporting on the Court, wrote then that she couldr’t “remem-

From top: photographs by Andrew Harnik/Getty Images and Mark Wilson/Getty Images
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ber a time when [followers of the Court were| so fixated on a single
justice’s single vote”—or described it with such contradictory narra-
tives. From the right, she wrote, Roberts was blasted as “a traitorous
turncoat and a weakling to boot, unable to withstand liberal ‘bully-
ing™; from the left, as “a cynical manipulator who ‘wanted to main-
tain the Supreme Court as a playpen for anti-government sophistry.”

But others praised Roberts’s courage for embodying the “virtue
of compromise” through a Solomonic approach that he has used in
other prominent cases, such as the Court’s historic 2022 ruling in
Dobbs v. Jackson Women's Health Organization, which ended the nation-
wide right to abortion. In that case, Roberts joined the Court’s five
other conservatives in upholding a Mississippi statute that banned
most abortions after 15 weeks of pregnancy, yet he did not vote with
them to overturn the right. His divided vote separated him from
the unprecedented decision of the other conservatives—and from
the extraordinary, jointly signed dissent of the liberal justices—in
amove of judicial self-protection that did nothing to protect the
Court from a cascade of criticism.

Roberts’s efforts at judicial self-protection—usually called in-
stitutionalism—have often simply delayed conservative outcomes
and haverrt altered the overall picture of his time as chief. From his
arrival on the Court until now, his leadership, votes, and opinions
have mainly helped move the law and the nation far to the right. In
an analysis prepared for The New York Times and available in the Su-
preme Court Database, the political scientists Lee Epstein, Andrew
Martin, and Kevin Quinn found that in major cases, the Roberts
Court’s record is the most conservative of any Supreme Court in
roughly a century.

Avyear after the abortion ruling, Greenhouse wrote: “To appreci-
ate that transformation’s full dimension, consider the robust con-
servative wish list that greeted the new chief justice 18 years ago.
Overturn Roev. Wade. Reinterpret the Second Amendment to make
private gun ownership a constitutional right. Eliminate race-based

Front row (left to right):Associate Justices Sonia Sotomayor
and Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice John G. Roberts Jr.,As-
sociate Justices Samuel A.Alito Jr. and Elena Kagan.

Back row: Associate Justices Amy Coney Barrett, Neil M. Gor-
such, Brett M. Kavanaugh, and Ketanji Brown Jackson.

affirmative action in university admissions. Elevate the place of
religion across the legal landscape. Curb the regulatory power of
federal agencies.” She underscored that “every goal on the conserva-
tive wish list had been achieved. All of it. To miss that remarkable
fact is to miss the story of the Roberts court.”

EN MONTHS INTO HIS TENURE as chief justice, Roberts

had expressed his concern about the consequences of a

Court seen as doing politics, not law, in a 2006 Atlantic

interview with Jeffrey Rosen *82, a George Washington
University law professor and the president and CEO of the Na-
tional Constitution Center. (The chief justice declined to comment
for Harvard Magazine about that interview or about his tenure on
the Court.)

Roberts spoke about the Supreme Court’s “credibility and le-
gitimacy as an institution” and gave a straightforward definition of
legitimacy: when people see the justices as Republicans and Demo-
crats, they view the Court as political and polarized and they don't
respect or trust it. The chief justice said he was especially concerned
about “the personalization of judicial politics” on the Court through
the proliferation of concurring and dissenting opinions. “Instead
of nine justices moving in nine separate directions,” Roberts told
Rosen, “it would be good to have a commitment on the part of the
Court to act as a Court, rather than being more concerned about
the consistency and coherency of an individual judicial record.”

In the years Roberts has been chief, he has continued to present
himself much as he did in that interview, though legal conservatism
has changed in ways that dor’t always align with views he has ex-
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pressed in Court opinions and at public events. The legal scholar
David Strauss 73, ].D. 78, commented to me, “He thinks, ‘Look, we
built up these institutions over the centuries, including the Supreme
Court, and there’s a lot in them that’s really worth protecting.” But,
Strauss went on, “Unlike conservatives of previous generations,
today’s conservatives are uninterested in, and even dismissive of,
judicial precedents and traditional ideas about the roles of courts
and the executive branch.”

That could be part of the reason
other justices have not always heeded
Roberts’s desire for coherency. In de-
cisions on the merits handed down by
this summer in the most recent term,
the justices voted unanimously in only
42 percent of the cases. In other cas-
es, the extent of ideological and par-
tisan differences was often sharp and
extreme.

Opinion polls show that the pub-
lic views the Court as partisan—and
approves of it, as an institution, far
less than in the past. Defenders of the
Roberts Court emphasize that the ju-
diciary is the most admired of the three
branches, but while opinion about
Congress has bounced up and down
over the past half-century and opinion
about the presidency has risen, then fallen, in that period, opinion
about the Court has almost steadily descended.

Recent polls are especially eye-catching. In July 2025, a Gallup
poll found that, for the first time in the past quarter-century, few-
er than 40 percent of Americans overall approved of the Supreme
Court’s performance: 11 percent of Democrats, compared to 75 per-
cent of Republicans.

In June 2024, the National Opinion Research Center at the Uni-
versity of Chicago reported that most of the public lacks confidence
in the Court’s rulings on abortion, voting and election rights, gun
policy, and especially presidential power and immunity—hallmarks
of the Roberts Court. In that poll, only 16 percent of
Americans reported “a great deal of confidence” in
the Court—a2g percent of Republicans, 10 percent
of Independents, and 7 percent of Democrats. Over-
all, 40 percent of Americans had “hardly any confi-
dence at all.”

Most striking, considering Roberts’s desire to be
a consensus-builder, is the way the public sees the
individual justices as avatars of ideology. Seventy per-
cent of Americans in that 2024 poll said justices are
“more likely to try to shape the law to fit their own
ideologies™—s0 percent of Republicans, 74 percent
of Independents, and 84 percent of Democrats. The
numbers reflect the public grasp of the ambition of
the Court’s conservative super-majority. As the legal
historian Robert Post *69, Ph.D. 80, wrote, “The con-
temporary Court plainly and publicly aspires to re-
shape the landscape of American constitutional law.”

Regardless of the reasoning Roberts laid out in his
opinion in Trumpv. United States, the public was likely

show that the
public views
the Court as

far less than
in the past.

Opinion polls

partisan—and
approves of it,
as an institution,

to view it through a partisan lens. That’s been even more true after
the first eight months of the second Trump administration.

Relying on the Roberts Court’s broad interpretation of presiden-
tial power, Trump and his appointees have transformed the Justice
Department into a protector of the president’s interests. They have
used it to investigate, prosecute, and otherwise pressure individu-
als and institutions that have challenged Trump or his administra-
tion, in what is meant to be—and is widely seen as—a
campaign of retribution.

In widespread roundups, they have used U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs Enforcement against immigrants
whom, without proof, they have deemed enemies of
America. They have attempted to return immigrant
children to dangerous home countries without due
process, in the shadow of night, in efforts to circum-
vent federal courts. They have turned the FBI and the
military into aggressive police forces based on decla-
rations of public safety emergencies that lower courts
have ruled don’t exist.

They have disparaged federal courts and defied a mul-
titude of federal court rulings. The Washington Post report-
ed in July that of 337 lawsuits filed by that date against
the current Trump administration, federal judges ruled
against the government 165 times, and “the administra-
tion is accused of defying or frustrating court oversight
in 57 of those cases—almost 35 percent—*unprecedented
for any presidential administration.” (A whistleblow-
er last spring charged that, in one high-profile deportation case,
leaders in Trump’s Justice Department advised attorneys that they
might need to ignore court orders or mislead judges to achieve their
aims—*“telling the courts f*** you,” as one official allegedly said.)

Rewriting the nation’s story, Trump and his appointees have
moved to alter the contents of displays in Smithsonian museums
and national parks. They have used their power to make multi-
front attacks on a wide range of American institutions that hold
the government accountable and provide safeguards against tyr-
anny: accomplished private law firms; major media outlets; large
foundations; and leading universities, Harvard most prominently.

Shelby County v. Holder, 2013

Result: The Court diluted the Voting Rights Act of 1965 by striking
down “preclearance”; the law’s requirement that states or parts of
them with egregious histories of discrimination against minority vot-
ers had to prove that any proposed changes in election laws were not
discriminatory before they took effect.

Roberts, for the majority: “The question is whether the Act’s extraor-
dinary measures, including its disparate treatment of the States, con-
tinue to satisfy constitutional requirements...the Actimposes current
burdens and must be justified by current needs.”

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, dissenting: “Throwing out preclear-
ance when it has worked and is continuing to work to stop discrimina-
tory changes is like throwing away your umbrella in a rainstorm be-
cause you are not getting wet.”
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They have disrupted some of them to the point of upheaval
and exerted unprecedented government influence over
how they operate.

In late September, District Judge William Young 62,
LL.B. 67, had scathing words for the Trump administra-
tion in a case about efforts to deport noncitizens who
had engaged in pro-Palestinian speech. (One of the plain-
tiffs was Harvard’s chapter of the American Association
of University Professors.) Young, 85, a Reagan appointee
and a onetime chief counsel to a Massachusetts Republi-
can governor, called the freedom of speech case “perhaps
the most important ever to fall within the jurisdiction of
this district court.”

Young acknowledged “the rapidly changing nature of
the Executive Branch under Article II of our Constitution
and, while he is properly not now a defendant in these pro-
ceedings, the nature of our President himself.” He stated,
unequivocally, that the Trump administration had misused the gov-
ernment’s “sweeping powers” to violate a First Amendment right
that extends to noncitizens. And he said, in a footnote, that “this
gambit has been accompanied by the Trump administration’s full-
throated assault on the First Amendment across the board.”

Almost a century ago, a Supreme Court opinion by Justice Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes Jr., A.B. 1861, LL.B. 1866, LL.D. 1895, defined
“the principle of free thought” at the heart of American democracy,
which is the foundation of American law protecting free speech
and the free press from government suppression: “not free thought
for those who agree with us, but freedom for the thought that we
hate.” Trump and his administration seem to be taking dead aim at
obliterating that principle and to be embracing its opposite.

HEN THE COURT hands down its final “merits” deci-
sions each year—after considering legal briefs and
listening to oral arguments, and after a lot of delib-
eration—that’s widely considered to be the end of
the annual term, even though the official end is not until the start
of the next term on the first Monday in October. An exclamation

Citizens United v. Federal Election
Commission, 2010

Result: The Court unleashed dark money in politics when it ruled that
corporations should not be treated differently from “natural persons
under the First Amendment. Roberts had laid the groundwork for the
ruling in a previous opinion where he equated campaign finance reg-

ulation with suppression of speech.

Roberts, in a concurring opinion in Federal Election Commission v.
Wisconsin Right to Life, Inc.: “We give the benefit of the doubt to

speech, not censorship.”

Justice John Paul Stevens, dissenting in Citizens United: “The Court
today rejects a century of history when it treats the distinction be-
tween corporate and individual campaign spending as an invidious

novelty.”

Emergency cases
have come to
preoccupy the
justices—and
have reoriented
how the Court
shapes American
law and life.

point invariably comes in the form of
asummer blockbuster ruling, such as
Trumpv. United States in 2024.

This past June, the exclamation
point was Trumpv. CASA, an “emer-
gency” case that arose from judicial
injunctions against the executive
order that Trump issued the day he
was sworn in as president against
the time-honored understanding of
birthright citizenship.

A decision about an emergen-
cy case comes from the part of the
Court’s work sometimes called “the
shadow docket,” because it is much
less transparent than the merits
docket. Generally, those cases get
decided quickly—without much briefing, without oral argument,
and without an opinion explaining the decision. The orders are os-
tensibly provisional but, in many instances, they prove final.

Emergency cases until recently were rare in civil matters, used
chiefly in criminal cases involving death sentences and imminent
executions. The administration in office seldom brought them: the
George W. Bush and Obama administrations together brought a
total of eight in 16 years. The first Trump administration changed
that norm, bringing 41, and the Biden administration brought 19. In
its first 20 weeks, the second Trump administration brought 20. (By
late September, it had brought 28.) Emergency cases have come to
preoccupy the justices and take a lot of their attention. They have
reoriented how the Court shapes American law and life.

CASA was only the fourth emergency case in more than half a
century that the Court considered in oral argument. The case ad-
dressed the legality of the nationwide, or universal, injunction,
which a trial judge in a single federal district court had the option
of imposing throughout the United States against an executive or-
der or other form of law.

Over the years, nationwide injunctions have been frustrating to
administrations of both parties, which tend to argue
they are imposed with partisanship. But while the
Court had previous opportunities to address their
lawfulness, it had declined to rule—until now, in a
case that cut to the heart of American identity and
rested on a legal precedent that went back more than
a century and a quarter.

Section 1 of the Constitution’s Fourteenth Amend-
ment says, “All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction there-
of, are citizens of the United States and of the State
wherein they reside.” In 1898, the Court affirmed
birthright citizenship as “the ancient and fundamen-
tal rule of citizenship by birth within the territory™
if you're born in America, unless yow're the child of a
foreign diplomat, you're an American.

Trump’s executive order—the opening salvo of the
administration’s anti-immigrant campaign—says the
1898 ruling was mistaken for allowing citizenship in
certain situations involving a parent who was not
legally permitted to be present in the U.S.

"
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Trump v. CASA, the subject of an
emergency ruling this summer,
arose from Trump’s efforts to
change the time-honored under-
standing of birthright citizenship.

In its CASA decision, by a 6-3
vote along ideological and par-
tisan lines, the Court severely
limited the use of nationwide
injunctions. The majority opin-
ion by Justice Amy Coney Barrett
did not grapple with the merits
of the Trump administration’s ar-
gument about birthright citizen-
ship; instead, it said this was a
likely improper form of relief for
anyone beyond the parties in that
single lawsuit, and that a collec-
tive case should generally be han-
dled through a class action suit.

In a concurring opinion, Jus-
tice Brett Kavanaugh encour-
aged the government and other
parties to continue to file cases
on the emergency docket and as-
serted that, in the sometimes-years-long interim between when an
emergency case is filed and the Court rules on its constitutionality,
the nation needs a unified answer on enforcement—and the Court
should provide that answer.

Injunctions issued in lower courts after the CASA ruling have
kept the anti-birthright citizenship order from going
into effect, because a patchwork approach to birthright
citizenship—some states having it, others not—would
cause confusion and burdens in states not allowing it. The
administration’s slow response to those injunctions sug-
gests it expects its attack on birthright citizenship to fail.

Still, like the Trump decision before it, the CASA decision
affected the balance of power among the three branch-
es—severely limiting a tool of lower federal court judges
to block even blatantly unconstitutional policies of the
government. It was built on the Roberts Court’s maxi-
malist view of presidential power.

Like the Trump
decision, the
CASA decision
affected the
balance of power

president’s power to conduct foreign affairs outweighs the poten-
tial harm to those designated to receive the aid.

Kagan, in a dissent supported by the other liberal justices, em-
phasized that the Trump emergency application raised novel issues
about the relationship between the president and Congress. The
Court should have waited to address
them on the merits docket, she said,
with the guidance of opinions from
lower courts, full briefing, and oral
arguments.

In July, in a panel discussion at
the National Constitution Center in
Philadelphia, the legal scholar Ste-
phen Vladeck, who in 2023 published
The Shadow Docket: How the Supreme Court
Uses Stealth Rulings to Amass Power and Un-
dermine the Republic, had explained the

Other decisions the Court has recently made from the  AIT10T1E the thI'e € logic behind the Roberts Court’s de-
emergency docket show how much the Roberts Court cisions: Emergency relief is based on
has enabled Trump’s swift expansion of power. The de- bI'aIlChe S. the view that the party requesting it

cisions, often overturning lower court rulings, have had
enormous, sometimes catastrophic, consequences: re-
moving noncitizens to countries to which they had no ties; dis-
qualifying transgender service members; firing probationary federal
workers; firing members of the National Labor Relations and the
Merit Systems Protection Boards; firing more than 1,000 workers
at the Department of Education and dismantling the department;
releasing reams of personal data to the Department of Government
Efficiency, a White House initiative; allowing immigration raids in
California, based on racial and ethnic profiling.

In September, the Court granted a Trump emergency request to
withhold s4 billion in foreign aid that Congress had appropriated.
The order, while noting it reflected a preliminary view, said the

is likely to win on the merits. Until
that victory, it will suffer irreparable
harm without the relief. The government suffers irreparable harm
whenever one of its laws, including an executive order, is blocked.

But, Kagan pointed out in her dissent about the refusal to pay
foreign aid, the administration had not shown it was likely to win
on the merits. It had not shown it would suffer irreparable harm
without the relief granted in the order. It had not “met our standard
for emergency relief.”

In each recent emergency decision for the Trump administra-
tion, the order in question, once in effect, did irreparable harm to
some or all of its targets. Those rulings, Lawrence Hurley reported
on NBC News in September, have left (please turn to page 7o)

Photograph by Jim Watson/AFP via Getty Images
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A Dutch painter’s art is a treasure trove for scientists.

// Lydialyle Gibson

Opposite: Forest Floor
with a Classical Facade
Beyond, about 1687.

On this page: Rachel
Ruysch, 1692,

by Michiel van
Musscher (left). Right,
from top: Forest Floor
details show a lizard
and a red admiral
butterfly; red admiral
and painted lady but-
terfly specimens from
Harvard’s Museum of
Comparative Zool-
ogy; and painted lady
detail in the artwork.

HE EXHIBITION of floral still lifes by painter Ra-
chel Ruysch, on view through December 7 at Bos-
tor’'s Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), is billed as a re-
discovery. A contemporary of the Dutch Masters,
Ruysch was an international star in her lifetime,
and her paintings—lush, moody, humming with exquisite detail—
sometimes outsold Rembrandt’s. But after she died, her fame faded.
And so, Rachel Ruysch: Artist, Naturalist, and Pioneer, which brings to-
gether 35 of her works, is the first-ever major retrospective since
her death in 1750.

But the exhibit is also a genuine new discovery, because Ruysch’s paintings, it turns
out, are more than simply beautiful—they are scientifically significant. “They’re vital,
overlooked archives of biodiversity and botanical history,” says professor of organis-

Images on the right and details courtesy of a private collection, Connecticut / courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; HARVARD MAGAZINE 31
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mic and evolutionary biology Charles Davis, one of the exhibit’s co-curators and its
scientific lead. The daughter of a renowned botanist and anatomist, Ruysch grew up
in Amsterdam during the Dutch colonial era, and her still lifes incorporated flowers
and plants far more exotic than the tulips and roses that Europeans were used to see-
ing: Brazilian blue passionflowers, Mexican devil’s trumpets, South African carrion
flowers, Asian glory lilies, Middle Eastern oleanders, cacti from the tropics. Her Still
Life of Exotic Flowers ona Marble Ledge, painted around 1735, depicts a staggering 36 species
from around the world, whose native origins line up with Dutch colonial outposts.
In the exhibit, dried plant specimens from the Harvard University Herbaria, where
Davis is a curator, are displayed alongside the paintings. (There are also display cases
containing preserved insects and reptiles from Harvard’s Museum of Comparative
Zoology—Ruyschrs still lifes often include exotic butterflies, beetles, and lizards, all
meticulously rendered.)

The far-flung plants she painted were species that Ruysch, with close ties to Dutch
horticulturalists, would have been able to examine firsthand in gardens and green-
houses. The 1700s, Davis says, were a period of intense botanical exploration, and the
species in Ruyscl’s paintings “reflect stories of human ecology: how the plants were
sourced abroad, transported to Europe, and kept alive for study.”

All this has opened a new avenue for Davis’s research: searching within artworks
for botanical and ecological data. Earlier this year, he and MFA art historians Anna
Knaap and Christopher D.M. Atkins collaborated on a comprehensive inventory of

Opposite: Still Life of Exotic Flowers on a Marble
Ledge, about 1735. On this page: details from
the painting alongside corresponding speci-
mens from the Harvard University Herbaria.
Clockwise from top left, the pairs depict:

coral honeysuckle from the United States;
blue passionflower from South America; and
prickly pear cactus from the Americas.

“An art heroine who
shines as the largest
orb in the heaven of art
and occupies the cen-
tral pearl in Holland’s
crown.”

—Dutch painter Johan van Gool, 1750
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16 Ruysch artworks, identifying species using high-resolution images and tracing
their geographical origins. In some cases, they found, her still lifes serve as records
for when certain plants were introduced to Europe. “Art,” Davis says, “represents a
vastly underexplored resource for biodiversity science.”

It’s easy to imagine that this turn in Davis’s research would have pleased Ruysch,
whose artwork was partly inspired by scientific curiosity. She sometimes used real
moss to apply paint. In one still life, museum conservators found butterfly scales on
her painted wings, indicating that Ruysch had pressed real butterfly wings into the
wet paint to achieve an accurate pattern. She lived at a time when scientific discov-
ery relied on faithful artistic illustration—and sometimes, apparently, it still does.

Opposite: Fruit Still Life with Stag Beetle

and Nest, 1717. On this page, clockwise

from top left: A Still Life of Flowers in a Glass
Vase on a Marble Table before a Niche, 1742,
painted when Ruysch was 79 (her later
works were smaller and less dark); a

stag beetle specimen from the Museum of
Comparative Zoology and stag beetle detail
from Fruit Still Life with Stag Beetle and Nest;
a compound microscope like the one Ruysch
would have used to study natural speci-
mens; details of a blue lizard and grapes.

Images on the right and details courtesy of Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe / courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the painting at top left was purchased
with fgunds donated by Rose-Marie and Eijk van Otterloo, in support of the Center for Netherlandish Art / Photograph © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston;
specimen image courtesy of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University; photograph of microscope courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
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The Scientist In
Ceaseless Motion

David Liu found a way to speed up

science, one cell at a time.

S A YOUNG PROFESSOR of chemistry at Har-
vard in the 2000s, David Liu was trying to
accelerate evolution.

This quest took place on the cellular lev-
el. Inside every cell in the body, molecules
known as proteins act like tiny machines,
carrying out biological functions—their ef-
ficiency honed by eons of natural selection.

And scientists had discovered ways to engineer proteins that were
even more efficient, or were built to fix specific problems.

But the work of changing the makeup of a protein was slow: a
graduate student would chivvy evolution along by hand, painstak-
ingly altering the experimental conditions once a week or so, and
it would be a year before they’d know whether the whole thing
had failed or succeeded.

Now, Liu turned a thought over in his mind: could a clever re-
searcher press fast-forward on the process so dozens of new forms
rose and fell in the space of a day?

Liu and his graduate student Kevin Esvelt envisioned a way to do
this by using a phage—a type of virus that infects bacteria, whose
life cycle, crucially, can be as short as 10 minutes. By giving a phage
instructions to create a specific protein, then rewarding subsequent
generations that successfully produced that protein, they were able
to replicate the natural selection process with surprising speed.

In 2011, when the team announced their results in Nature, they could
run 200 generations in about eight days. In less than one week, they
evolved three new enzymes, their purposes custom-designed by Liu
and his colleagues. This process, called phage-assisted continuous
evolution, or PACE, has since become a powerful tool for scientists
working to advance research and cure diseases. “[It] really reminds
me of some of the real classics in the field,” says Jennifer Doudna, Ph.D.
89, S.D. 23, a professor of biochemistry at the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley and a recipient of the 2020 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

Since then, Linv—now Cabot professor of the natural sciences—has
become a leading pioneer of inventive processes that operate on the
molecular level in living organisms. He has also become renowned,
in his lab and beyond, as a scientist
who seems to be in perpetual motion:

by VERONIQUE GREENWOOD

existing on little sleep, spinning off on side pursuits, and developing
companies to springboard his laboratory insights into real-world use.

During the past 18 months alone, two treatments based on his
research—one for a genetic lung disease, the other for a lethal meta-
bolic disorder—have made headlines, as did advanced mouse stud-
ies focused on curing progeria, a disease that makes children age
prematurely. And there’s more to come.

move and toys and oddities that spin in the air. (Liu is also
the Merkin professor at the Broad Institute and a Howard
Hughes Medical Institute investigator.) Their persistent energy
matches that of the man himself—the same energy that was evident
from his youth. Liu grew up in Riverside, California, where orange
groves and desert stand side by side. He remembers his father, an
aerospace engineer, leaving at 4 A.m. for a two-hour commute to E1
Segundo, the aerospace hub where his company was located. Liws
mother, a physics professor, held down the fort at home with Liu and
his sister and became one of the first female tenured faculty mem-
bers in her department at the University of California, Riverside.
Liws parents didn’t exert pressure on their son to be a scientist. It
was his childhood spent outdoors, watching the natural world, that
set him on that path. All day at school he looked forward to going
out into his backyard, a wilderness of weeds and insects. He was
particularly fascinated by ants and their ability to somehow leave
trails, invisible to humans, for each other to follow. Was it possible,
he wondered, to remove whatever chemical it was they sensed and
lay a new path to somewhere else? “I wanted to ask and answer my
own questions,” he says. “I was curious about how things worked.”
At18, Liu participated in the Junior Sciences and Humanities Sym-
posium and won a trip to the 1990 Nobel Prize award ceremony in
Stockholm. There, he watched Harvard chemist E.J. Corey give his No-
bel lecture. Corey is a mastermind of organic synthesis—the branch of
chemistry that uses complex cascades of reactions to build molecules.
Afterwards, Liu, then a freshman at Harvard, approached the Nobelist.
“Tasked him a question about insect juvenile hormone,” Liu re-
calls. How could one part of this mol-
ecule change, while other parts, appar-

‘ ODAY, Liu's office at Harvard is decorated with things that
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ently identical, stayed untouched? Corey explained that he knew
how the molecule would fold up, protecting some areas, exposing
others to change.

“It was pretty awesome, which just made him seem even more
like some kind of chemistry god to me,” Liu recalls. He exhales,
a little self-consciously, and
continues, “Then I asked him,
while we were at this Nobel
Prize lecture, if I could work
in his lab.” Corey gently sug-
gested that Liu take some or-
ganic chemistry classes first,
then check in with him later.

With the help of his organ-
ic chemistry professor, Joseph
Grabowski, Liu made Corey’s
acquaintance again at Harvard,
eventually joining his research
group. With the elder scien-
tist’s blessing, he decided that
the place for him was where
chemistry met biology. As a
graduate student, he studied
at the University of California,
Berkeley with chemistry professor Peter Schultz, who had been tin-
kering with the genetic code to build proteins in a test tube that did
not occur in nature.

Liu started Working on getting such a system up and running
in living cells, developing a process—which penalized cells with
enzymes that functioned normally and rewarded cells with those
that acted unusually—that would reshape protein evolution in the
laboratory. Other scientists noticed: after earning his Ph.D. in 1999,
he was hired at Harvard as an assistant professor.

“It was an interesting time. I had no idea what I was doing, which
may have been the biggest source of awkwardness,” Liu recalls. “But
also now;, only five years after leaving Harvard as an undergrad, I
was suddenly a colleague of all of these professors.”

He didr’t want to presume, so he defaulted to extreme deference.
“I'would say, ‘Oh, thank you, Professor Schreiber, for that comment.
Thank you, Professor Corey.’ And I remember, after one of the faculty
meetings in my first fall, one of the professors pulled me aside and
said, ‘David, we think you should just call us by our first names.”

“I wanted to
ask and
answer my

| was curious
about how

to continue evolving proteins. He was particularly inspired by

apaper from Martin Wright and Gerald Joyce at the Scripps
Institute, which focused on the molecules of RNA. Lab evolution of
both custom proteins and custom RNAs had always taken along time.
But Wright and Joyce, remarkably, set up a system where all day and
night, the RNA continuously evolved, spinning through about 300
generations in 52 hours. “I just thought the idea was so amazing,” Liu
says, “and it remains one of the most beautiful papers I've ever read.”
He showed it to Esvelt as they brainstormed a way to evolve pro-
teins with similar speed. Esvelt had the idea to start with a virus
called the filamentous bacteriophage, which infects the bacterium
E. coli. First, he put a gene for a protein he wanted to evolve into the
virus. Then he took some of the machinery the virus needed to live
and put it in E. coli. Finally, he engineered the E. coli so that it would

Q S HE GOT HIS RESEARCH GROUP off the ground, Liu wanted

own questions.

things worked.”
—David Liu

only hand over what the virus needed if that targeted protein was
produced at high levels.

The virus faced enormous pressure to make this protein. At the
same time, each generation provided anew chance for interesting new
mutations in the gene to creep in. By speeding up or slovving down
the flow of fresh host cells into a vessel called the lagoon,
Esvelt controlled the pace of the evolution.

It was an intense period in Esvelt’s life—Liu, he says,
seems to need only about four hours of sleep a night,
and they were often trading emails and ideas at unusual
times, racing to generate new data in order to apply
for funding for the next phase of the PACE project.

“We never lost hope at the same time,” Esvelt says.
“I persisted in the times when he had lost it, and he
kept me going through the more frequent times when
I was frustrated.”

1TH PACE, Liu had a way to evolve en-
zymes with custom purposes. Having
done this, Liu set his sights on another

ambitious target: editing the code of life itself. It was
around this time that CRISPR-Casg, a system for cut-
ting the genome, was first being described—Doudna,
one of its developers, recalls talking with Liu about it
early on. CRISPR tools allow scientists to bind and snip DNA and
introduce other genetic material.

CRISPR on its own is not a medicine, however. “I quickly real-
ized that most of the genetic diseases that one might want to treat
with genome editing could not be treated [only| by cutting DNA,
because cutting DNA disrupts the gene,” says Liu. “Instead, they
needed to be treated by correcting a mutation back to a healthy
sequence.” What if, he wondered, we could make enzymes that
would actually reverse a mutation chemically?

DNA can be pictured as two long ribbons of letters, running par-
allel to each other. Each letter stands for a particular type of nucleic
acid base, and each base has its own partner on the matching rib-
bon: adenine (A) binds to thymine (T), and cytosine (C) binds to
guanine (G). Many dangerous mutations are the result of a simple
alteration of one pair of bases. Sickle cell anemia, for instance, is
the result of an A turned toa T.

With postdoctoral fellow Alexis Komor, Liu discussed ways to
alter a mutated base pair back to the healthy version. Komor brought
three elements together: an enzyme that could alter a single C, a
targeting system from CRISPR-Casg to aim it at the right part of
the genome, and another protein that solidified the change. In 2016,
she and Liu described using this setup to cleanly convert a C:G pair
to an A:T pair in living cells, without the organism missing a beat;
the double helix was never sliced.

A flurry of innovation filled the next few years. In 2017, Liu and
graduate student Nicole Gaudelli described a technique for going
the other way: making an A:T pair into a C:G pair, an effort Liu attri-
butes to “heroic” work by Gaudelli. And in 2019, Andrew Anzalone
and Liu published another method for tackling yet more mutations.
Anzalone, also a graduate student, completed his complex project
in a year and eight days.

The response from scientists exploring gene editing to correct
diseases was immediate. “It’s a great tool for the field to be able to
make targeted changes in one step,” Doudna reflected. There have
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been at least 23 clinical trials using the techniques, focusing on ill-
nesses ranging from lung cancer to metabolic diseases.

Targeted editing could help with more than just genetic diseases.
Because Liu's techniques provide very precise, clean ways to alter DNA,
they can improve existing treatments where DNA is edited, such as
CAR-T-cell immunotherapy for cancer. In this treatment, a patient’s
own immune cells are removed from the body and given genes that
allow them to make antibodies against their specific type of can-
cer cells. When the immune cells are reintroduced into the patient’s
body, they hunt down the cancer, often curing the disease altogether.

In 2021, Alyssa Tapley, a 12-year-old in England, was diagnosed
with leukemia. Chemotherapy and a bone marrow transplant failed.
In 2022, she had a few weeks left to live when her hospital arranged
for her tojoin a trial using Liw’s techniques. Her immune cells were
altered so they could target the cancer cells, and Tapley lived. She
is still alive and cancer-free. In April 2025, when Liu was awarded
the Breakthrough Prize, a major international science award, Tap-
ley attended the ceremony.

1U BRINGS the same kind of intensity he displays in his re-
search to other aspects of life. His office is lined with geo-
logical specimens, labeled with information about where
they were collected, which he gives away to his students as, one
by one, they graduate. “When I first joined,” Esvelt recalls, “he had
taken up painting and become quite good at that.
Then he took up woodworking and installed a gi-
ant lathe system in his basement and made some
really amazing wooden bowls out of various piec-
es of wood that he found while hiking or walking
along the beach.”

Next came an exploration of photography and
optics. “You can sort of sense,” Esvelt says, “he wants
to be able to do everything.” (“Ask him about his
skills in poker,” Doudna suggests.)

That ceaseless energy shapes the environment of
his lab, where he long ago stopped hiring people for
specific achievements but instead focused on bring-
ing in researchers he thought would work well with
others. Although the goal was never publishing for
publishing’s sake, on average, he estimates, the lab
publishes a paper nearly every 17 days and has main-
tained this pace for about five years.

“What made it so fruitful is that he just really al-
lowed me and others to be who we are,” says Gaud-
elli. “There was a sense of freedom.” She felt that
there was a current of quiet confidence running through the lab; if
you could imagine something, you could build it.

“He has this internal locomotive,” Anzalone adds, “that really
pushes him to get the most.” He laughs, remembering the time when
he and Liu were preparing to submit their gene editing paper. Liu
would wake up at 4 A.m. and edit Anzalone’s draft. During the day,
Anzalone would perform more experiments, chasing down final
details. At night, Anzalone would add to the draft, working until
about 2 A.m. Two hours later, Liu would be up to work on it again.

N MARCH, news broke that one of Lius editing techniques had
helped do something remarkable: researchers had used it to cure a
baby boy’s lethal metabolic disorder. It was an astounding achieve-

On average,
Liu's lab
publishes a
paper nearly
every 17 days
and has
maintained

this pace for
about five years.

ment that demonstrated the potential that stems from basic science.

At the same time, the Trump administration was beginning its
campaign against science funding, Billions of research dollars have
since been frozen or canceled nationwide; a federal judge recently
ordered the administration to reinstate more than 2 billion in fund-
ing to Harvard, though the White House said it plans to appeal the
ruling. Now, Liu is very worried about how to protect the next
generation of scientists from the storm. Students and postdoctoral
researchers need time and freedom to think, he says, to live without
fear that their institutional support will just evaporate.

Even before federal funding for research was suddenly stripped
from labs across the country, the frailty of the support system for
young scientists concerned him. In 2020, after fruitlessly explor-
ing other avenues for securing better pay for his lab members, Liu
quietly decided to start dividing his salary among them every year.

Liu has co-founded many companies, three of which are publicly
traded. Anzalone, after finishing his doctorate, went on to help lead
Prime Medicine, a new start-up co-founded by Liu to commercial-
ize the gene editing technique they’d developed together. Along
with CRISPR pioneers Doudna and Feng Zhang, Liu also helped
found Editas Medicine, which explores ways to use this technol-
ogy to treat serious diseases. Gaudelli joined Beam Therapeutics,
where she spent the past few years advancing a gene editor that
may be used to treat sickle cell anemia. (She has since moved on
to become an entrepreneur in resi-
dence at Google Ventures.)

“Accumulating wealth is not
anywhere in the top 100 things I
want to do,” Liu says. “My students
and the work that we do, and the
patients who reach out, and the
families like Alyssa [Tapley|'s—
these are all so much more mean-
ingful than how many digits are in
a bank account.”

And while Prime, Beam, and Edi-
tas are vehicles that aim to produce
treatments and medicines that
change lives, he notes, they draw
their strength from the academic
science that was their inspiration.
Their vigor is linked to the freedom
scientists have to imagine things
that have yet to exist.

“Science matters,” Liu says.
“Universities matter.” Enormous dividends are paid over decades
by the funding of young scientists just getting underway, just be-
ginning to imagine what comes next, Liu says, “who will go on to
make their own discoveries, or to teach, or to work in industry to
help develop the next great drug.”

Gaudelli thinks back to the way the Liu lab seemed to encourage
transformative thinking, such as the idea that a letter of genetic code
could be changed almost as easily as a light switch can be flipped.
“I was allowed to imagine something that seemed impossible,” she
says. “And then, one day, it was not.” 0

Science journalist Veronique Greenwood wrote “Teaching T-Cells to Kill Cancer”
in the January-February 2025 issue of Harvard Magazine.
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A Dutch painter’s art is a treasure trove for scientists.

// Lydialyle Gibson

Opposite: Forest Floor
with a Classical Facade
Beyond, about 1687.

On this page: Rachel
Ruysch, 1692,

by Michiel van
Musscher (left). Right,
from top: Forest Floor
details show a lizard
and a red admiral
butterfly; red admiral
and painted lady but-
terfly specimens from
Harvard’s Museum of
Comparative Zool-
ogy; and painted lady
detail in the artwork.

HE EXHIBITION of floral still lifes by painter Ra-
chel Ruysch, on view through December 7 at Bos-
tor’'s Museum of Fine Arts (MFA), is billed as a re-
discovery. A contemporary of the Dutch Masters,
Ruysch was an international star in her lifetime,
and her paintings—lush, moody, humming with exquisite detail—
sometimes outsold Rembrandt’s. But after she died, her fame faded.
And so, Rachel Ruysch: Artist, Naturalist, and Pioneer, which brings to-
gether 35 of her works, is the first-ever major retrospective since
her death in 1750.

But the exhibit is also a genuine new discovery, because Ruysch’s paintings, it turns
out, are more than simply beautiful—they are scientifically significant. “They’re vital,
overlooked archives of biodiversity and botanical history,” says professor of organis-

Images on the right and details courtesy of a private collection, Connecticut / courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; HARVARD MAGAZINE 31
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mic and evolutionary biology Charles Davis, one of the exhibit’s co-curators and its
scientific lead. The daughter of a renowned botanist and anatomist, Ruysch grew up
in Amsterdam during the Dutch colonial era, and her still lifes incorporated flowers
and plants far more exotic than the tulips and roses that Europeans were used to see-
ing: Brazilian blue passionflowers, Mexican devil’s trumpets, South African carrion
flowers, Asian glory lilies, Middle Eastern oleanders, cacti from the tropics. Her Still
Life of Exotic Flowers ona Marble Ledge, painted around 1735, depicts a staggering 36 species
from around the world, whose native origins line up with Dutch colonial outposts.
In the exhibit, dried plant specimens from the Harvard University Herbaria, where
Davis is a curator, are displayed alongside the paintings. (There are also display cases
containing preserved insects and reptiles from Harvard’s Museum of Comparative
Zoology—Ruyschrs still lifes often include exotic butterflies, beetles, and lizards, all
meticulously rendered.)

The far-flung plants she painted were species that Ruysch, with close ties to Dutch
horticulturalists, would have been able to examine firsthand in gardens and green-
houses. The 1700s, Davis says, were a period of intense botanical exploration, and the
species in Ruyscl's paintings “reflect stories of human ecology: how the plants were
sourced abroad, transported to Europe, and kept alive for study.”

All this has opened a new avenue for Davis’s research: searching within artworks
for botanical and ecological data. Earlier this year, he and MFA art historians Anna
Knaap and Christopher D.M. Atkins collaborated on a comprehensive inventory of

Opposite: Still Life of Exotic Flowers on a Marble
Ledge, about 1735. On this page: details from
the painting alongside corresponding speci-
mens from the Harvard University Herbaria.
Clockwise from top left, the pairs depict:

coral honeysuckle from the United States;
blue passionflower from South America; and
prickly pear cactus from the Americas.

“An art heroine who
shines as the largest
orb in the heaven of art
and occupies the cen-
tral pearl in Holland’s
crown.”

—Dutch painter Johan van Gool, 1750
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Images on the left and details courtesy of the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City, Missouri, gift of James and Virginia Moffett;
specimen images courtesy of the Harvard University Herbaria and Libraries
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16 Ruysch artworks, identifying species using high-resolution images and tracing
their geographical origins. In some cases, they found, her still lifes serve as records
for when certain plants were introduced to Europe. “Art,” Davis says, “represents a
vastly underexplored resource for biodiversity science.”

It’s easy to imagine that this turn in Davis’s research would have pleased Ruysch,
whose artwork was partly inspired by scientific curiosity. She sometimes used real
moss to apply paint. In one still life, museum conservators found butterfly scales on
her painted wings, indicating that Ruysch had pressed real butterfly wings into the
wet paint to achieve an accurate pattern. She lived at a time when scientific discov-
ery relied on faithful artistic illustration—and sometimes, apparently, it still does.

Opposite: Fruit Still Life with Stag Beetle

and Nest, 1717. On this page, clockwise

from top left: A Still Life of Flowers in a Glass
Vase on a Marble Table before a Niche, 1742,
painted when Ruysch was 79 (her later
works were smaller and less dark); a

stag beetle specimen from the Museum of
Comparative Zoology and stag beetle detail
from Fruit Still Life with Stag Beetle and Nest;
a compound microscope like the one Ruysch
would have used to study natural speci-
mens; details of a blue lizard and grapes.

Images on the right and details courtesy of Staatliche Kunsthalle Karlsruhe / courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; the painting at top left was purchased
with fgunds donated by Rose-Marie and Eijk van Otterloo, in support of the Center for Netherlandish Art / Photograph © Museum of Fine Arts, Boston;
specimen image courtesy of the Museum of Comparative Zoology at Harvard University; photograph of microscope courtesy of the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston
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The Leadership PIN Code
Dr. Nashater Deu Solheim,
HNI’16
A unique and proven framework for
negotiating and influencing in daily
work.With 3 simple keys, you get
what you need while also maintaining

positive relationships.
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Harvard Authors’ Bookshe

Prologos
Jonathan Bayliss ’47
Reviewers compare this groundbreak-
ing novel to works of Sterne, Melville,
Joyce, Broch, and Musil. Experimental,
playful, richly detailed, serious fiction.
Available in paper and electronic edi-
tions. www.drawbridgepress.com.

The Border Between Us
Rudy Ruiz ’90, M.P.P.’93
“Ruiz has written a poignant tale about
an endearing underdogs pursuit of
the American Dream”—Booklist. “A
moving story of one family’s toil amid a
cultural struggle, told with precision and
authenticity”—Kirkus. RudyRuiz.com.

THE UPSIDE
wf
INEQUALITY

LDWAND CONARD

The Upside of Inequality:
How Good Intentions
Undermine the Middle Class
Edward Conard, M.B.A.’82
Top Ten NY Times best-selling author
Larry Summers: “A valuable contri-
bution.”www.EdwardConard.com.
Available on Amazon, at local bookstores.

Freddie’s Last Ride
M.A.Whelan, Ph.D.’72, M.D.
“..An unbelievably detailed and com-
pelling chronology...that moves from
one vivid scene to the next...The book
is about justice and injustice...by a
doctor who is both authoritative and
dogged.”—Allan Ropper, M.D. Amazon.

The Girl Who Baptized Herself
Meggan Watterson, M.T.S. 0l
This riveting exploration of a nearly
lost first-century scripture reveals a
story left out of the canon for far
too long—of a girl who reclaims her
power and becomes what others

deemed impossible.

How Daddy Lost His Ear
Sallie Bingham ’58
How Daddy Lost His Ear is Sallie
Bingham’s 18th book, a collection
of short stories, published by Turtle
Point Press, that draws its wild and
outrageous humor from the myths
and lies about the “New West.”

BUILDING A
SUSTAINABLE

Family Office

SCOTT SASLOW

Building A Sustainable
Family Office
Scott Saslow, M.B.A.’97
Create and maintain a high-perfor-

mance family office and build a legacy.

An insider’s view on what works, what
doesn’t. Includes interviews from over
two dozen prominent family offices.

Architecture as Art:
The Work of Stephen M. Sullivan
Stephen M. Sullivan, M.Arch.’81
lllustrates the author’s residential ar-
chitectural practice based in the Pacific
Northwest and his design philosophy
based on the classics of Western archi-
tecture and traditions of Japan.

The Woman in Green: A Novel
Larry Lockridge, Ph.D.’69
Deep dive into the Metafarcical. “Bril-
liantly skewers the pretensions of our
modern dystopian age with devastat-
ing humor and inspired ranting.”—
Robert J. Mrazek. Artwork: Marcia

Scanlon. LarryLockridge.com.

In This Burning World:
Poems of Love and Apocalypse
Mary Mackey *66
“Mackey’s poems are powerful, beauti-
ful, and have extraordinary range. May
her concern for the planet help save
it”—Maxine Hong Kingston. Available

on Amazon.com.

Personae of Ed:

Literary, Psychological, Spiritual
Edward R. Levenson ’63, Ph.D.
Descriptions, with humor, of 120 +1
of the identities of the MSSM (Multi-
ple Self States Model) of Edward/Ed/
Eddie. Available on Amazon Kindle at:

https://amzn.to/3MXv0i6

P SHOP FOR BOOKS AT THE COOP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.
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L MASTERY

Al Mastery for
Finance Professionals
Glenn Hopper, A.L.M.”21

The fundamentals of Al, its practical ap-
plications in finance, and how financial
institutions can implementAl strategies.
Learn cutting-edge techniques and ex-
plore the future of Al in finance.

BREAK
THR UGH
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Breakthrough
William Pao ’90
By a physician/scientist at the forefront
of drug discovery. How innovation
happens in drug development. Real-life
stories about transformative medicines
from different companies that were
brought to life from an idea to reality.

Football Cookie Goes

to the Championship
Tom Raffio ’78 with Ellen Raffio
Football Cookie escapes to play in
games nationwide. But his frosting
tracker alerts his teammates he’s at the
biggest sporting event of the year. It's a
race against the clock to catch him.

A Distant Mirror Anthology
Michael W. Monk ’71

Essays published in Mr. Monk’s High
School Alumni Newsletter. The es-
says recall high school events, family
adventures, stories of grandchildren,
and musings on life and happiness.
On Amazon and Barnes & Noble.

Federal Taxation
in America

& 1TisLeary

W ELLADT BEOW NLEI

Federal Taxation in America
W. Elliot Brownlee ’63
Inviting, concise, and comprehensive
history of American taxation from the
American Revolution into the current
fiscal paralysis. Explores dynamics among
taxes, spending, deficits, and debt. Third

edition, Cambridge U. Press (2016).

GETTING
OVER
QOURSELVES

WILEY

Getting Over Ourselves
Christina Congleton, Ed.M.’1 |
2025 winner, Nautilus Book Awards
“Best in Large Press” and “Rising to the
Moment”. Nautilus recognizes literary
contributions to spiritual growth, sus-
tainability, and social change. Discover

un-self help. Published by Wiley.

TheTragedy of Orenthal,
Prince of Brentwood
Michael W. Monk ’71

A five-act play in the blank verse style
of Shakespeare, telling the story of O)
Simpson and the 1994 murders. Win-
ner of the 2014 IPPY Book of the Year.
On Amazon and Barnes and Noble.

SPARKS

TODD OTI3

Sparks of the Revolution

Todd Otis ’67

Sparks of the Revolution does a ter-

rific job bringing to life the key leaders

in Boston who led America into the

Revolutionary War”—Senator Amy

Klobuchar. On Amazon, Barnes and

Noble, and Bookshop.org.

=== |
Eva & Uttq

Eva & Otto

Tom Pfister, J.D.’73 and siblings
Kathy and Peter
True story about two Germans, one
born Jewish, one born Catholic, whose
resistance against fascism was sus-
tained by their enduring love. A timely
and inspiring historical study.

PERVERSION
OF FAITH
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aris |"ropigmidls
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Perversion of Faith

John J. Hartman ’64
The author presents a psychological
model for understanding the appeal
of racist propaganda. Evidence for the
model is provided by three Nazi fea-
ture films. Available at Ethics Press or
Google Books.

Dling s Bweaifition i
[
The Merclaai of Vewdee

Timeline and Personification
in The Merchant of Venice:
Passover, Easter, and the Return
of the Sunken Ships
Peter D. Usher, Ph.D.’66
Offers scientifically grounded interpre-
tations of problems inherent in the text
that have been inadequately addressed.

Open Bar: A Novel
Dan Schorr, J.D.’98
Open Bar follows the chaotic fallout
when a high-profile sexual misconduct
scandal rocks a prominent university.
“A timely and absorbing novel that
asks what it costs to tell the truth”—
Kirkus Reviews.
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Meeting Jesus: Light and Love
JP Livingstone
(pen name of vetted alum)
In Meeting Jesus, divine presence
speaks—revealing light, love, and
a heaven-bound path. Includes a
Spirit-given poem and transforma-
tive visions. Available on lulu.com.

W hat the
Presidents

Read

What the Presidents Read
Elizabeth Goodenough, Ph.D.’82
and Marilynn Olson
A childhood book is more than just a
story—for the presidents it may repre-
sent a turn in the course of history. In-
cludes commentary from eyewitnesses,

historians, journalists, curators.
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The Meaning of Androsia

Eric Bush, Ph.D.’80

An enigmatic novel with a hidden

connection to Harvard. Set in a

surprising place and time, it tells

an intergenerational story of love,

death, mystery, memory, and tribal

identity. www.Androsia.org.

ADVERTISEMENT

Harvard Authors’ Bookshe

EYINSON

"HARVARD

Transcendent Woman:
Margaret Fuller’s Art and
Achievement
David M. Robinson, M.T.S.’72
Drawing extensively on primary sourc-
es, the author charts Fuller’s evolution
and achievement as an original thinker

and fearless advocate of democracy.

The Legend of James Dean
Derek Reeves, M.T.S. 91
Author Derek Reeves “argues that
James Dean was wrongfully portrayed
as a rebel by postwar movie executives
who sought to capitalize on disaffected
young men struggling against the con-

formity of the Eisenhower era”

Hemlock
Philip Holland, M.PA.’91
A fictional retelling of the last days of
Socrates, set in 1831 Philadelphia,and a
meditation on the nature of liberty and
independence. “A fascinating premise
and themes that can still speak to us
today”’—Kirkus. Paperback and eBook.

L:M-VINCENT

Levinson of Harvard

L.M. Vincent’73
A secret family legacy. Decades apart,
two Harvard men share loss of inno-
cence, antisemitism, assimilation, and
betrayal. “A compulsively readable uni-
versity tale of identity and acceptance.”
[Kirkus] Available on Amazon.
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Evolution: Fact or Fable?
The Case Against Darwin’s
Big Idea

J. Robert Kirk, }.D.’78
How does a theory survive when
for many decades the best science
refutes all of its central tenets? Think for
yourself and discover the truth.

Reflections an
A Fu recr

Reflections on A Fulfilling Career
Martin S. Kaplan, LL.B. 64
Balancing a legal career with leadership
roles in public education, charitable
foundations, environmental organiza-
tions, interreligious dialogue and nego-
tiations, university governance,and sup-
porting social entrepreneurs. Amazon.

A Theft of Privilege: Harvard
and the Buried History of a
Notorious Secret Society
L. M. Vincent ’73
The theft that led to the dissolution of
the Harvard Med. Fac. in 1905, and the
broken “bargain” Harvard covered up

for decades. Available on Amazon.

Parentsl Allonation Theory:

Parares Assrasion Gteay Groag, s

Parental Alienation Theory:
Official Synopsis
William Bernet,M.D.’67,and
Parental Alienation Study Group
This book succinctly addresses paren-
tal alienation theory, a controversial
topic in family law. Free PDF available

on homepage of www.pasg.info.

I.ﬂhTIIiNNE HoWwY

Adoption Memoirs: Inside Stories
Marianne Novy, A.M.’67
First book to compare perspectives of
adoptees, adoptive parents, and birth-
mothers, in 45 memoirs. “An insightful
glimpse into the many realities and nar-
ratives of adoption”—Dr. Joyce Magu-

ire Pavao, Harvard Medical School.

P SHOP FOR BOOKS AT THE COOP THIS HOLIDAY SEASON.
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More Than Play: How Law,
Policy, and Politics Shape
American Youth Sports
Dionne Koller, LL.M.’22
llluminates the law and policy assump-
tions that support the American model
for youth sport, and explains why the

system is resistant to change.

Authentic African American
Poetry 1969-2024
Frederick Newsome 68, M.D.
Autobiography in poetic form. The au-
thor was born and raised in Charleston,
W.V. He practiced and taught academ-
ic medicine for more than 50 years in
Harlem, N.Y.and Nigeria, West Africa.

Hello
Darkness,
My Old
Friend

l—

Hello Darkness, My Old Friend
Sanford D. Greenberg, Ph.D.’65
Blinded at 19, the author triumphed
over adversity with the help of his wife,
Sue, and best friend, Art Garfunkel.
Foreword by Ruth Bader Ginsburg. An
inspiring memoir; soon to be a feature
film from Wayfarer Studios.

R R T

WORLD VIEW FROM

WorldView From Elenora
Giddings Ivory Tower: The Life
and Times of a Religious Advocate
Elenora Giddings Ivory,M.D.V. 76
Justice can be done through direct
service; education about the issues; or
systemic advocacy. E-book on Amazon.

Capitol Hill, World Council Churches.

The Inner Light and
World Religions

Philip T. Nicholson, S.M.’74
Visions of inner light seen by religious
mystics, including the founders of
world religions, have predictable char-
acteristics and a universal distribution.
theinnerlightandworldreligions.com.

Swamp Yankee Adventures
Crocker Snow Jr.’61

Richly illustrated memoir with report-
ing from Russia, Japan, India, Egypt, Is-
rael, Iran,Vietnam, Southeast Asia, Latin
America, and Europe. Available from
Mitchell’s in Nantucket or author. Email:
crockersnowjr@earthlink.net.

Cologne No. 10

P LT

Richard Morris

Cologne No. 10 for Men, a Novel
Richard Morris,M.B.A.’70
Now on Audible.com, including original
songs written by the author while a
rifle platoon leader during the Vietnam
War. Powerful: how war changes men;
realism that only someone who was
there can appreciate; dinky dau wacky.

THE ILLUSION OF
DETERMINISM

Wy Bpw @W h Seol ood Couvs

The lllusion of Determinism:
Why Free Will Is Real and Causal
Edwin A. Locke ’60
The doctrine of determinism is self-re-
futing, and free will is a form of causality
involving the capacity to choose to fo-
cus one’s mind at the conceptual level

or to evade the effort.

REGULATING
ABORTION

Regulating Abortion
Deborah R.McFarlane,M.PA. 81
and Wendy L. Hansen, Ph.D.
Comprehensive analysis of the current
politics of abortion in the U.S. “Provides
a crucial context for understanding
how different states have responded to

the Dobbs decision”—The Lancet.

PRESIDENTS
UNDER THE

Presidents Under the Knife
Per-Olof Hasselgren, Professor
of Surgery, H.M.S.
Presidents who underwent surgery
while in office, providing not only a sur-
geon’s perspective on the operations
but also many of the political ramifica-

tions of the procedures. On Amazon.

SELFISH PATH TO

ROMANCE

The Selfish Path to Romance
Edwin A. Locke ’60 and
Ellen Kenner
Most people believe that altruism is
the key to romantic happiness, with
the woman sacrificing to the man (who
may be a narcissist). This book shows

that mutual support works better.

Eternity’s Blade

William Collis, M.B.A.’1 |
A fantasy debut packed with heart-stop-
ping action, complex characters, and
a world that is as breathtaking as it is
dangerous, chronicling an assassin’s
rise to power in a world of immortals.
Available wherever books are sold.
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Big Business to Small Business
Susan (Doyle) Maly, M.P.P.’05
Build a profitable business based
on your experience and expertise.
Explore 10 impactful strategies to
launch and grow your company, love
your work, and fuel the life you want.

Available on Amazon and B&N.

Virtuality: Books | and Il
David Rosenbloom 71
(pseudonym Ragnar Kroll)
“They will not replace us!” In 2052, the
Humans First movement arises: the
accidental creation of sentient anima-
tronics, via a programming error; has

thrown humanity into chaos.

[HRISTINA LYNCH

Pony Confidential
Christina Lynch ’86
An NPR “Book of the Day” In this
retelling of The Odyssey with heart
and humor, a hilariously grumpy pony
must find his way back to the only hu-
man he’s ever loved after twenty-five
years apart. You will laugh.

ADVERTISEMENT
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The Navy Lieutenant’s Wife
Roger Dingman, Ph.D.’69
True crime in Japan. American hus-
band kills wife’s British lover, trigger-
ing international controversy and a
trial followed by newspaper readers
around the globe. Amazon, Barnes

and Noble, McFarlandpub.com.

CRAIG YORKE

Steep: A Black

Neurosurgeon’s Journey

CraigYorke ’70,M.D.’74
From a gritty Boston neighborhood
to a neurosurgical practice in Middle
America. The price of success and the
weight of bigotry. Wrestling with the
past and chasing the American Dream.

The Master of Eliot House
Nelson W. Aldrich Jr.’57 and
Constantine Archimedes Valhouli
Eliot House under the tenure of John
H.Finley Jr.was described as*“more
Harvard than Harvard itself” The book
explores Finley’s life and Harvard’s evo-

lution over the 20th century.

HAMLET
nCOUCH

Hamlet on the Couch
James Groves ’68, M.D.’72
Weaves a close reading of Shake-
speare’s Hamlet with a large variety
of contemporary psychoanalytic and
psychological theory, looking at the

interplay of ideas between the two.

Available on Amazon.

Electric Shock
Douglas Beresford ’78

A priest, a rabbi, and an imam sabo-
tage a nuclear power plant, causing an
energy crisis and threatening global
chaos. By the author of Beyond the
Pale, Trouble Is At Hand, and Savings
and Loons. Amazon.

OPENING THE

DOOR FOR JACKIE
e
Y

e

KEITH EVAN CRODK

Opening the Door for Jackie

Keith Crook 22

This groundbreaking book recounts

how activists, journalists, trade unions,

politicians, and ordinary citizens pres-

sured MLB to integrate during World

War Il and celebrated Jackie Robinson’s

1945 signing as their victory.

Visit: harvardmag.com/bookshelf to purchase books from the

Harvard Authors’ Bookshelf
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Groundbreaking

Julie Bargmann reimagines forgotten industrial sites.

by CLAIRE ZULKEY

HILE she was in Italy last

summer as an architect-in-

residence at the American

Academy in Rome, land-

scape architect Julie Bargmann, M.L.A. 87,

skipped the international Biennale Architet-

tura exhibition in Venice (despite being part

of the United States pavilion’s design team)

and instead visited her nephew’s farm, where

she helped with a bit of land grading. “I do

these tiny things on the side while 'm work-
ing on the giant monsters,” she explains.

Many of those “giant monsters” are dis-

used industrial sites or abandoned urban

spaces, which she reimagines as parks, gar-

dens, residences, and offices. Bargmann
heads the Virginia-based D.I.RT. Studio
(short for Dump It Right Here), which has
won numerous awards since she founded it
in1992. Her design ethos relies on resource-
fulness, incorporating demolition materials
into the construction, as in the 2005 rede-
velopment of Philadelphia’s historic Navy
Yard, which saw its last ship built in 1970
and closed in the 19gos.

Under Bargmann's eye, workers re-laid
debris from demolition into patterns on the
ground, using reclaimed steel walls to hem
in native trees and grasses. The green space
they created complements old rail lines that

Built on the site of a former firehouse,
Core City Park in Detroit incorporates
debris the team dug up, including a
cornerstone from 1893.

were left intact in the paths that led be-
tween the repurposed offices and studios.
Bargmann's affiity for a particular kind of
industrial space began early. Growing up in
New Jersey, she was fascinated by the behe-
moth New York refineries she and her family
would drive past on the New Jersey Turnpike.
Bargmann eventually studied landscape ar-

All images courtesy of Julie Bargmann and D.I.R.T. Studio
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HARVARD MAGAZINE 45


https://www.harvardmagazine.com

ulie Bargmann

chitecture at Harvard after getting her bach-
elor’s degree in sculpture from Carnegie Mel-
lon University. After graduating, she took a
teaching job in Minnesota, where, intrigued
by the state’s famed Iron Range, she took a
road trip to tour a mining site.

The experience galvanized her. Bargmann
spent several months investigating different
kinds of mines around the country, some de-
funct, others still working. She was piqued
by the sites but also by the engineers, who
seemed to be viewed as machinery them-
selves. “That’s when I started to be angry
about how the mines and the people who
worked there—past, present—were being
treated,” she said in a 2021 interview with
the Cultural Landscape Foundation, after

MARK SHAW

The Philadelphia Navy Yard project
repurposed broken concrete slabs and
placed footpaths along old rail lines.

the organization awarded her a major prize
for her work.

One of Bargmanr’s current monster proj-
ects is a minor league baseball park in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, opening next spring as
the home of the Lookouts, a Cincinnati Reds
AA farm team. “It’s fascinating,” Bargmann
says of the site. “It was an old pipe factory
right on the river. The owner of the property
luckily didr’t completely wipe it out, which
usually is what happens. [ usually only have
the ground to work with.”

But with the Tennessee ballpark, she’s
working with four abandoned structures
from a former foundry site, “so the whole
scheme revolves around this presence of
time, and the cool juxtaposition of this new
time melding with [the past|” she explains.
The artist says the Chattanooga project has
been a happy collaboration with the devel-
opers. At one of their first meetings, she
recalls, she told them, “This is a pact that
we're making—not just a contract, but a
pact about the site.” She dared them to re-
use 100 percent of the material that they ex-
cavated for the new stadium. The developers
agreed and achieved the goal.

For Bargmann, the difference between a
contract and a pact involves mutual under-
standing about what she calls the story of the
site, which she assembles by researching its
cultural, historical, social, natural, and indus-

trial aspects and by talking with people who
have a stake in the place. That's her process,
whether she’s revitalizing a 1,200-acre Ford
plant in Michigan or working on a landscape
project with the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe in
Colorado. “I think there’s a story in every
single thing, in every single place,” she says.

Not every contractor she engages with
wants to think about the project on that lev-
el. Sometimes when Bargmann shows them
her renderings, aiming to start a conversation
about the story of a site and what's possible,
she says, “They’ll just say, ‘Lady, we’re going
to just build it the way you drew it.”

A Detroit project called Core City Park
exemplified the kind of collaboration she
seeks, one that doesn’t necessarily work lin-
early. The 2019 mission was to build a park
on an abandoned parking lot where a fire
station had once stood.

The team dug into the ground and discov-
ered the firehouse’s cornerstone. They kept
digging and bringing up debris. “With every
piece, it was like, ‘Okay, I see you,” Bargmann
says. “Ineed to learn about you, you crazy-ass
thing that just came out the ground. What
do you want to be? Where should you be?”

With that project, Bargmann had to walk
the line between authenticity and contriv-
ance, which she says can sometimes tip into
“ruin porn”—especially in a city like De-
troit, which experienced decades of decay.

Instead, she designs with a form of re-
straint that she calls modesty. In Detroit,
the team initially proposed a pedestal for the
discovered cornerstone. Bargmann point-
ed to the ground instead: “I said, ‘I want it
right there. I want people to step on it.”
And so, the red 1893 marker was laid in the
park ground, which is mostly made up of
crushed black slag, industrial runoff that is
often mistakenly assumed to be toxic.

Through holes punched through the
hard ground, honey locust and flowering
dogwood trees blossom. In some places,
excavated slabs of sandstone and brick are
patchworked together to create terraces
that invite guests to sit and have a coffee.
But there are no obvious paths, and the con-
crete, slag, sandstone, and brick coexist but
are not choreographed.

“Design is there: just find it,” Bargmann
notes, a directive that feels both challenging
and liberating. “I'm often trying to do this
thing of: If there’s a new layer, how can it feel
like it’s hugging the ground, just saying, ‘I
like you?” she says. “Some folks could be in
the present and future, and then they look
down and they’re in the past.”
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A (Truly) Naked Take on
Second-Wave Feminism

Bess Wohl on the Broadway play inspired

by her mother’s 1970s youth

by STUART MILLER

N Liberation, playwright Bess Wohl 96

looks back at the second-wave feminism

of the 1970s to examine both progress

and backsliding in achieving equality for
women in American society. But that sounds
like a summary of a thesis paper, while
Wohl's play is entertainment. It is funny,
angry, and bittersweet as it explores how
women are treated and viewed—literally, in
a second-act scene where the entire cast is
naked, turning vulnerability into a powerful
expression of humanity. The play collapses
the distance between past and present by
shifting time periods and repeatedly break-
ing the fourth wall, as the protagonist in-
habits her mother’s experiences in the 1970s
before becoming a parent herself.

After earning acclaim and buzz off Broad-
way last season, the play opens on Broad-
way on October 28. The plot was inspired by
A funny, bittersweet look at second-wave

feminism, Liberation follows six members
of awomen’s lib group in 1970s Ohio.

Wohl’s own mother, a onetime activist who
worked at Ms. magazine when Wohl was
young. The playwright also interviewed nu-
merous women who were part of the 1970s
feminist movement. The narrator is not her,
Wohl has noted, but creating that stand-
in character proved crucial to bringing the
show to life. (This interview has been edited
for length and clarity.)

The play is grounded in reality but is also
filled with meta moments, and it breaks
the fourth wall from the opening scene.
Why use those techniques?

I wanted to disrupt the normal way a play
unfolds. I wanted it to be messy and show
its seams, like this narrator is trying to solve
something; maybe she can and maybe she
carrt. Things will fall apart and worrt come
out exactly the way she wanted. She’ll lose
control of the narrative— because that’s my
experience of making art, and that mirrors
some of the difficulties of activism itself.

MONTAGE

The narrator creates a bond with the au-
dience and allows us to see the connections
and gaps between generations. Did writing
that character help you find the play?

All of my plays have a pretty long gesta-
tion period. But this one took longer than
most, maybe 15 years of thinking about it.
I wrote other versions. One was fully set
in the 1970s, about women starting a news-
letter together. I did workshops and
thought it was going into production
but then totally scratched it.

Having a character from the present
day was what cracked it open for me. I
talked to women from the movement,
which was incredibly inspiring, but I
also knew not to be overly devoted to
creating something like a documentary.
It’s a patchwork quilt of fiction, fact, re-
ality, fantasy, and time-jumping.

A narrator taking the audience on
this journey helped me figure out how
to write so these two time periods crash
into each other, asking, “What is differ-
ent and what’s the same? How did we
get here?” And, all caps, “WHAT HAP-
PENED? What happened to all of that
activism and optimism and solidarity
and community?” It’s a woman asking
both on a macro-political scale and in
her own life.

Photographs courtesy of Bess Wohl; performance photograph ©Joan Marus
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Actresses Susannah Flood (left) and Betsy
Aidem (right) as a daughter and her
mother; the play is partly based on Wohl’s
relationship with her own mother.

Do you have any concerns about losing
the conversational and physical intimacy
when the play moves to the larger Broad-
way stage?

The intimacy is important to the heart

of the play, but there’s also
this huge canvas in terms
of ideas and political move-
ments and seismic shifts in
the culture. T hope we can
preserve that intimacy but
lift everything to embrace
the size of the questions
being asked: What does it
mean to be in community?
What does freedom mean
both on a personal and a
political level?

Do you worry that colleges or regional
theaters will feel intimidated about stag-
ing this play in this political climate—be-
cause of the topics and the nudity?

With my other plays, people have often
done a version of it that works for their
community and the comfort level of their

“She kept saying to me, ‘Just
go for it. Don’t hold anything back.’
That really set me free.”

actors. So I'm hopeful that this play has a
long life and can speak to a lot of different
people who come from a lot of different
backgrounds. If you want to do my work,
I'm excited to find a way to make it pos-
sible for you.

You’re writing about your mother as a
feminist but also about becoming a par-
ent. How did your mom react when she
saw the play?

This play is so much about my own moth-
er and my relationship with her. She’s in her
mid-eighties and she’s so precious to me. I
wanted to be honest about our relationship
and the difficulties that she faced and to hon-
or her journey and how proud I am of her.

While I was writing, I'd say, “I don’t
know if you're going to like this play.” And
she kept saying to me, “Just go for it. Dor’t
hold anything back.” That really set me free.

From Leslie Knope to
Grief and Hope

An Emmy-winning TV writer’s debut novel

by STUART MILLER

ISHA MUHARRAR 00 spent six
years living inside Leslie Knope’s
brain.

Muharrar was three years out
of college when she joined the staft of Parks
and Recreation, NBC’s sitcom about an off-
beat group of employees at a municipal de-
partment. The show—centered on Knope,
a relentlessly upbeat do-gooder played by
actress Amy Poehler—had just finished an
uncertain rookie season that nearly got it
canceled. Parks and Rec had shown flashes of
potential yet still felt ill-defined.

When Muharrar, who this year published
her debut novel, Loved One, first interviewed
for Parks, what struck the show’s co-creator
Mike Schur g7 was, he says, her “joyous

positivity.”

Like Knope, Muharrar
loves waffles and being a
good student. Schur said
she quickly formed a “mind
meld” with the character,
locking into Knope’s voice,
which proved crucial in
sharpening the show’s hu-
manity and comic tone.
Schur adds that Muharrar
learned quickly and be-
came a force “with dialogue, stories, and
structure.”

Muharrar had been a professional writer
since her teenage years, when she learned
that a publisher called Free Spirit Publish-

Aisha Muharrar

ing, which specializes in educational books
for and about young people, had a book out
by a kid her age.

The Columbine shooting had happened
recently, and Muharrar was interested in

48  NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2025

Photographs courtesy of Aisha Muharrar

All content ©2025 Harvard Magazine. For more content and contact information visit www.harvardmagazine.com


https://www.harvardmagazine.com

AISHA \\UII’&RR.’&R

understanding why some teenagers fit in
while others become outcasts. She pitched
a book about how teens label and divide
themselves, which became a collection of

reported essays titled More Than a Label: Why
What You Wear or Who You're With Doesn’t Define
ture and language.

When her moth-

. gree, Muharrar’s

answer, she con-

could live off of writing a humorous short
story once a year for The New Yorker or
ing on the nineteenth-century novel. “For
that piece and pretty much everything I
screenwriting class her senior year with
playwright Brighde Mullins, then a Briggs-
Inspired, Muharrar attended graduate
school at the University of Southern Cal-

Who You Are (2002).
Published her senior year of high school,
er, who’d been an
English major her-
== fesses, was a bit
quixotic. “I real-

something.”

She became the vice president of The Har-
wrote, I liked writing pieces that had a fe-
male narrator,” she notes, since most Lam-
Copeland lecturer at the University, who
told Muharrar she had “an ear for dialogue”
During her first week,
she found herself

the book helped her get into Harvard, she

believes, where she studied English and

self, asked what

she was going to

ly liked Dorothy

Parker,” she says,

vard Lampoon. Among the pieces she wrote

was a satire of nineteenth-century etiquette
poon pieces had a male perspective.

But Harvard also inadvertently steered

and introduced her to films by director and

screenwriter Nicole Holofcener and other

l OV E D American litera-

do with the de-

“and thought I

guides, a reflection of a course she was tak-

her to more practical work. She tried a
women.

on set, working with
Poehler to fix a joke
that wasn’t landing.

ifornia to study screenwriting, then took
some time off and began writing for a short-
lived animated show called Sit Down, Shut Up.
That led to an interview, and then a job, with
Parks and Rec.

Mubharrar credits Schur and the show’s
co-creator Greg Daniels 85 with infusing a
collaborative spirit into the writers’ room
that matched the onscreen vibe. That en-
abled her to both find her voice quickly
and gain crucial experience. During her first
week, she found herself on set, working with
Poehler to fix a joke that wasn't landing. “I

MONTAGE

can't overstate the importance of having the
opportunity to see how it all comes together,
from what we wrote in the script to how the
actors interpret it,” Mubharrar says.

She also loved how collaboration extend-
ed to every department—set design, cos-
tumes, props, lighting. “It was exciting to
see it more as a collage where I was doing
one part of it and then everything else came
together,” she says.

And yet, Muharrar decided to (meta-
phorically) lock herself in a room to write
anovel. She first started thinking about
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Off the Shelf

A dose of redlity, delivered many ways

History or fiction? The line dividing these disciplines is not
as impervious as one might think. Both pursue truths but make
divergent claims about the stories they tell and the methods used
to tell them. Like novels, histories are narratives—with a beginning
and an end, and a lot left out in between. And by showing what
may have been, or what could be, fiction can reveal truths that

reality obscures.

From psychological mysteries and a history of medical imaging to
studies of language and a guidebook on estate planning, the follow-

ing titles challenge us to rethink our versions of the past, present, and future. They
pursue reality by different means: some revisit tradition while others blur the confines

of genre or resist the pitfalls of dichotomy.

Should you listen to them? It depends. How well each of the following authors con-
vinces us of their truth has less to do with elevating tastes than with expanding perspec-
tives. Whether or not these titles transform long-held beliefs or inspire empathy ulti-
mately resides in the realm of imagination. —GABRIELLA GAGE

The World in a Phrase: A Brief His-
tory of the Aphorism, second edition,
by James Geary, NF’12 (University of Chi-
cago, $22.50 paperback).

Aphorisms, ancient and inspiring, are
alive and well in the digital age, where our
ever-shrinking attention spans reward the
short and sweet. Two decades after its first
publication, the updated World in a Phrase
includes 26 new aphorists from throughout
history and brings social media into the
conversation through viral posts, like those

i+ of the popular internet
nihilist Eric Jarosinski:
“Peace: what every-
body’s fighting for.” Not
every meme or hot take
qualifies as an aphorism,
warns Geary, a lecturer
at the Harvard Kennedy
School. The difference
lies in the depth of the
bite-sized lesson: “Apho-
risms deliver the short
sharp shock of an old
forgotten truth.”

-

The Future of Seeing: How Imaging
Is Changing Our World, by Daniel K.
Sodickson, M.D. 96 (Columbia, $35).

Do images hold the key to the future of
medicine, and will access to this technol-
ogy be democratized? What role will Al
and deep learning play in monitoring
health? Before skipping to the answers,

Sodickson—a medical-imaging pioneer and
former Harvard Medical School faculty
member—takes us back, way back, to the
evolution of eyes and the history of medi-
cine. From his walk through the develop-
ment of microscopes and telescopes to
X-rays and the medical imaging industry,
Sodickson instills an appreciation for the
“millennia of innovation” in our quest for
new ways of seeing.

The Care of Foreigners: How Immi-
grant Physicians Changed US Health-
care, by Eram Alam (Johns Hopkins,
$64.95 paperback).

From the Cold War’s Hart-Celler Act in
1965 to the COVID-19 pandemic, the U.S.
has relied on foreign-born physicians, many
from South Asia, to fill the gaps in its med-
ical labor force. Eram Alam, assistant pro-
fessor of the history of science, analyzes
the country’s dependency gm
on foreign medical labor
and reframes the conver-
sation about physician mi-
gration, exposing the
global implications and
ethical dilemmas of labor
moving from resource-
poor to resource-rich
countries. Using data and
firsthand accounts from
foreign-born physicians,
Alam reveals discrimina-
tory labor abuses and bar-
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riers to licensure, while examin-
ing this group’s economic and
social mobility.

The Rembrandt Heist: The
Story of a Criminal Genius, a
Stolen Masterpiece, and an
Enigmatic Friendship, by An-
thony M. Amore, M.P.A. ’00
(Pegasus Crime, $29.95).

Amore has spent his career
chasing down prized artworks sto-
len by criminal masterminds—as
head of security for Boston’s Isabella Stew-
art Gardner Museum, he leads ongoing ef-
forts to retrieve |3 paintings stolen from the
museum in a famed 1990 heist. Here, Amore
shares a redeeming sketch of his unlikely
friend Myles Connor, a notorious art thief
who absconded with a Rembrandt from
Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts in 1975 and
afterward led a life of unexpected nuance.

The Limiting Principle: How Privacy
Became a Public Issue, by Martin Eier-
mann ’10 (Columbia, $37 paperback).
Privacy is elusive, not just as a commod-
ity but also as a concept. Yet, it’s constant-
ly invoked in debates ranging from Big Tech
and government overreach to reproduc-
tive rights and digital-age childhoods. Eier-
mann examines privacy’s rise to promi-
nence and how it shifted from a concept
concerning the home and societal norms
to “a public issue and a limiting principle of
modern American society” with implica-
tions in government, law, and beyond.

The Other Rooms, by Jabra Ibrahim
Jabra, translated by William Tamplin, Ph.D.
’20 (Darf, $18.99).

A nameless protagonist is abducted from
the streets of an unnamed
city. For reasons unknown,
he is moved from room to
room of an obscure com-
: 8 pound where captors wear
many disguises and senses
betray. Though shrouded in
mystery, the nightmares of
this beautiful, psychological
novel by Palestinian-lraqi
modernist Jabra Ibrahim
Jabra (who completed a
Harvard fellowship in liter-
ary criticism in 1952-54) feel
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urgent in their portrayal of oppression as
both isolating and collective: it is happening
all around us if we care to look. This is the
second Jabra book that Tamplin, a commu-
nications officer in the U.S. Marine Corps
with a doctorate in comparative literature,
has translated. May there be more to come.

The Price of Democracy: The Revo-
lutionary Power of Taxation in Amer-
ican History, by Vanessa S. Williamson,
Ph.D.’15 (Basic, $32).

How much does democracy hinge on the
ability of a government to tax citizens? It
turns out, a whole lot. “When it comes to
contestation over democracy, taxes are
both the battle-
ground and the war,”
writes Williamson.
With clarity and con-
cision, she unpacks
the history and pow-
er dynamics of this
enduring obligation,
tracing three prevail-

ing arcs of this war:
POWER OF TAXATION taxation for a repub-
AMERIGAN HISTORY lic, taxation for Black

liberation, and taxa-
tion for the general
welfare.

My Mother’s Money: A Guide to Fi-
nancial Caregiving, by Beth Pinsker ’93
(Crown Currency, $21 paperback).
Sometimes hard truths are the most es-
sential to face head-on, as we learn from
MarketWatch columnist Pinsker’s new play-
book for financial caregiving. Practical and
personal—Pinsker opens up about her own
mother’s care—this guide is filled with
advice from experts and in-the-trenches
caretakers. It covers misconceptions about
Medicare, the importance of power of
attorney, and facets of estate planning.
How do we protect our
agency as we age! How
can caregivers navigate
burnout and advocate
without infantilizing? To
help, Pinsker includes
conversation prompts for
tricky topics, to-do lists in
every chapter, and tem-
plates for essential care-
planning documents.

A Culde 10

The Award, by Matthew Pearl '97 (Harp-
er, $30).

The novel opens with an intriguing note
from its author: “Some of this happened.”
What follows is a thriller where catharsis
and darkness go hand in hand in the rat race
that is literary ambition. Set in Cambridge,
the story finds its protagonist in a struggling
writer navigating the pitfalls and pretenses
of Boston’s writing scene circa 2010 (think
“Bad Art Friend” infamy). More than one
exchange between characters will leave you
wondering where exactly the lines between
fact and fiction are blurred. And Pearl,
known for both narrative nonfiction and
historical fiction, seems a natural choice to
do the blurring.

Kill Talk: Language
and Military Necro-
politics, by Janet Mcln-
tosh "9 (Oxford, $19.99
paperback).
Euphemisms of battle
and brutal bootcamp
commands form “kill
talk,” a linguistic infra-
structure of military vio-
lence examined here by
Mclntosh, an anthro-
pologist. Kill chants (lit-
eral shouts of “Kill!”
during training) and
popular nicknames like
“maggot” dehumanize
enemies and soldiers alike; others like
“buttercup” and routinely used homopho-
bic slurs feminize to show weakness as
much as they isolate to “strengthen.” A
warning: the often offensive and profane
language remains unfiltered and intact in
this ethnographic study to both capture
reality and honor the requests of inter-
viewees. The result is a viscerally dark yet
necessary confrontation of kill-or-be-killed
military culture that
Mcintosh argues helps
normalize violence in
American culture and
facilitate war.

Financlil Careghring

Declaring Indepen-
dence: Why 1776
Matters, by Edward J.
Larson, J.D. 79 (W.W.
Norton, $29.99).

"
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This book begins
with a question: How,
in seemingly one year,
did the 13 colonies go
from a population of
generally  content
British subjects to a
hotbed of rebellion in
which a majority of
colonists favored in- iy
dependence! Ahead EDWARD [,
of next year’s 250th g
anniversary of the
signing of the Declaration of Independence,
Larson delivers a user-friendly distillation of
the major events and ideas in that pivotal
year. While less immersive than Larson’s
narrative histories, Declaring Independence is
no less focused on the key
details of a historical mo-
ment while signposting its
enduring legacy in Ameri-
can culture.

Better Judgment: How
Three Judges Are Bring-
ing Justice Back to the
Courts, by Reynolds Hold-
ing '77 (University of Cali-
fornia, $29.95).

Unlike those of politi-
cians, the names and lives
of U.S. federal judges—
meant to be the last line of
defense against unchecked
power and injustice—often remain ob-
scure unless they end up on the Supreme
Court. Their decisions, however, impact
generations. Here, Holding, a journalist,
goes behind the bench into the lives of Jed
Rakoff, Martha Vazquez, and Carlton
Reeves, three dynamic federal judges who
embody his case for a
strong, intact judicial

Declaring
Independence |
WHY 1776 MATTERS

LARSON

PULITT

R Farrt

branch that keeps oli-
garchies at bay while
protecting the consti-
tutional rights of indi-
viduals. Along the way,
Holding traces how
their ability to do each
of these jobs has been
eroded by both the
left and the rightin re-
cent decades and the
dangers that result.

BETTER JUDGMENT

HOW THREE AIDGES ARE BRINIINGE
JUETICE BACH TO THE COURTE

SARARARY,
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REYNOLDS HOLDING
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Loved One after Parks and Rec ended in 2015,
although it took years to evolve, with the
first words appearing on the page in 2018
and the book going out to publishers in
2022. “I met Ann Patchett in a bookstore,
and I said to her, ‘I work in TV but I'm
working on this silly thing,” Muharrar
recalls. “And she said, “Writing a novel is
not silly” And so I realized I had to take it
seriously.” By then, she’d also written for
Schur’s The Good Place and Hacks; her work
for the latter won an Emmy.

Loved One, which was released in August,

is about a woman named Julia, whose best
friend, Gabe, an indie rock star, has just died
tragically young. Julia and Gabe dated briefly
at 17 but only recently considered the idea
that they belonged together—even though
Gabe had been living with another woman,
Flizabeth. The book takes readers backward
through Julia and Gabe’s relationship even as
it moves forward through her grief and her
denial of her true feelings while she develops
a hesitant friendship of sorts with Elizabeth.

Mubharrar wrote the book in the after-
math of two peers’ deaths: Parks and Rec writ-
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er Harris Wittels and young adult novelist
Ned Vizzini. Both died in their early 30s. “I
had experienced a lot of grief, but I also did
alot of research,” Muharrar says. “And one
thing I learned is that people just respond
in the strangest ways to grief and that it
can be all-consuming.” She kept an Elisa-
beth Kiibler-Ross quote in mind—*There
is a grace in denial™—because, as Muharrar
says, “you car't really grasp it all.”

Loved One is funny in parts, but Muharrar
believed she was writing a novel about grief
until an editor told her, “I think it’s about
love.” At first, she got defensive, viewing
that suggestion as “sappy,” but then she re-
alized the book is about both. “You can't feel
grief unless you've felt love,” she says, “so
they’re completely intertwined.” It’s only
natural that a person filled with joyous posi-
tivity would, in a novel about grief, make her
way toward love. V)

Aisha Muharrar with Amy Poehler on the
Parks and Rec set (top), and with fellow
Hacks writers and producers after winning
22024 Emmy
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IN THE CRIMSON COMMUNITY

ALUMNI

A New Prescription for
Youth Mental Health

Kenyan entrepreneur Tom Osborn 20 reimagines

care for a global crisis.

by NINA PASQUINI

INCE THE PANDEMIC, youth mental

health has deteriorated. Today, near-

ly one in seven adolescents across

the globe lives with a mental health
disorder. Suicide ranks as the third-leading
cause of death among 15- to 29-year-olds.
Survey after survey reveals a generation in-
creasingly weighed down by anxiety, sad-
ness, and despair.

One popular intervention {
is cognitive behavioral therapy (CBT), in
which a licensed professional treats one
patient at a time, often in a private clinic or
hospital setting. But for many young people
across the world, that model is inaccessible,
with long waitlists and a shortage of trained
providers. It’s also not always the right fit,
says Tom Osborn 20, a Kenyan social en-

From top left: A
Shamiri Institute
program
underway at the
Igikiro Boys High
School; an
institute fellow
with Kenyan
students;
cofounder Tom
Osborn

trepreneur. CBT,
which gives pa-
tients the tools to
change thoughts
and behaviors, is
well-suited for
treating acute
symptoms, Os-
born says. But many young people’s mental
health issues center around diffuse, existen-
tial concerns: belonging, identity, the future.

In 2018, Osborn co-founded the Shamiri
Institute, a Kenyan nonprofit named after
the Swahili word for “thrive,” to reimagine
how mental health care is delivered to young
people in his home country, and beyond. In

All photographs courtesy of the Shamiri Institute
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this model, young adults aged 18 to 22—who
have received 10 hours of training but are not
licensed professionals—spend four weeks
leading weekly one-hour sessions integrat-
ed into the school day, focused on building
skills such as gratitude, growth mindset,
and problem-solving,.

The peer-led group format is designed
to be approachable and relatable. Everyone
participates; there’s no sign-up sheet, no di-
agnosis, no label, and therefore no stigma.
Students with more complex or acute needs
are referred to licensed professionals.

The program has reached over 180,000
students, between 12 and 19 years old, in
Kenya. Peer-reviewed studies show that
more than 8o percent of students who have
participated in the workshops experienced
improved well-being—and it costs about 15
dollars per individual.

THE 1DEA for Shamiri was planted at Har-
vard, but Osborm’s journey to social entrepre-
neurship began far from the gates of the Yard.
He grew up in a small rural village of about
400 families in Migori County, in western

Harvard Alumni Association Honorands

Six alumni have been recognized for their outstanding service to the University.

Alice Abarbanel ’66, of Berke-
ley, California, is the founder and
volunteer project director of the
Radcliffe College Alumnae Oral
History Project, which collects
transcripts and audio and video
recordings that capture the voic-
es of alumnae from the 1940s
through 1979 (the final class to
be admitted by a separate Radcliffe admis-
sions committee). Abarbanel also received
the Harvard Alumni Association’s Clubs
and Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) Out-
standing Volunteer Leadership Award in
2024 for volunteer work with the Radcliffe
Club of San Francisco, where she contin-
ues to serve on the board.

_—

Siri Chilazi ’10, M.B.A.-
M.P.P.’16, of Boston, a senior
researcher at the Women and
Public Policy Program at the
Harvard Kennedy School, is a
reunion leadership chair for
the Class of 2010 gift commit-
tee and has chaired all of her
Harvard Business School class reunions.
A longtime Harvard Alumni Association
(HAA) director and secretary, she has
served on the recent graduate leadership
committee of the Harvard College Fund
and was a founder of onBOARD (a year-
long initiative for first-year HAA directors
to help them become acclimated to the
board) and springBOARD (a program de-
signed for third-year HAA directors to
help them chart the next stage of their
Harvard volunteer engagement).

Joyce Putnam Curll’65, of Keene, New
Hampshire, is a former dean of admissions
and financial aid at Harvard Law School
and a longtime participant in the Harvard
College Host Family Program. She and her
late husband, Dan
Curll ’64, remained
active in the lives of
the 16 students they
hosted through the
years. (In honor of
the couple, Max |
Chen’04, M.B.A.’08,
J.D.’10 and his wife,
Maggie, established the Dan and Joyce
Curll Harvard College Host Family Pro-
gram Fund.) Curll also co-chaired HAA
initiatives to build community among
older alumni, such as the Crimson Society,
and served on the boards of the HAA, her
class reunion committee, and the Radcliffe
Choral Society Foundation.

Vanessa W. Liu ’96, ).D. ’03, of New
York City, served as HAA alumni president
in 2021-2022 and, in 2023, was elected by
alumni to serve a six-year term on the Uni-
versity’s Board of Overseers. She is the
cofounder of the New York chapter of Har-
vard Alumni Entrepre-
neurs, a member of the
Harvard Asian Ameri-
can Alumni Alliance,
and an alumni inter-
viewer for the College.
Prior to her term as
HAA president, she
served as an elected di-

Kenya. He spent his childhood helping on his
parents’ sugarcane farm and attending the
local public school, where he quickly stood
out. By the time he reached middle school,
his uncle worried that he might be limited
by the resources at the school.

So, when Osborn was 10, his uncle or-
ganized a harambee—a community fund-
raiser, named after the Swahili phrase
meaning “all pull together.” Neighbors,
relatives, and friends pooled their savings
to help send Osborn to a better school in
anearby town. Their investment paid off.

rector and held several other roles on the
board. During the pandemic, she co-or-
ganized a virtual event for the HAA Alum-
ni Allyship series that was sponsored by
more than 65 alumni clubs.

Michael Clarence Payne’77, M.D ’8I,
M.P.H. ’82, of Malden, Massachusetts, is
a former elected director on the HAA
board. He has contributed to his College
and Medical School reunion
committees as well as HAA
initiatives focused on broad-
ening engagement. He is
also a member of the Medi-
cal School’s alumni mentor-
ing program on aging and of
the happy observance of
Commencement commit- ¢ .
tee, which helps ensure that Commence-
ment and Harvard Alumni Day run
smoothly.

Regina Ryan, M.P.A.’04, of Boston, is
an expert at building Shared Interest
Groups from the ground up and strength-
ening the alumni community. She has
served as the HAA
board’s club and SIG di-
rector and led several SIG
organizations. As presi-
dent of Harvard Alumni
Entrepreneurs, Ryan
transformed the organiza-
tion into a vibrant global
community of 22,000
members across 22 chapters and expand-
ed the group’s offerings, notably launching
the Harvard Alumni Entrepreneurs Ac-
celerator, which has supported more than
48 alumni startup founders.
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In the eighth grade national exam, which
determines high school placement, Osborn
ranked first in his district. He secured a cov-
eted spot at Alliance National High School, a
prestigious boarding school on the outskirts
of Nairobi. It was the first time he had ever
left his village.

In high school, Osborn imagined he might
become a lawyer. He liked reading and
writing, and law seemed like a direct way
to help others. But during his junior year,
while home on a break, he found his mother
sick with a respiratory tract infection—an
illness linked to the smoke from open-fire
cooking, which she and many women in the
community relied on.

“I felt like I needed to do something
about it,” Osborn says. Back at school, he
began researching alternative cooking fu-
els and discovered a paper by a group of
MIT researchers studying how to convert
agricultural waste into cleaner-burning bri-
quettes. Osborn took the idea and turned it
into a project for Science Congress, a kind
of national fair for student-led research and
invention.

Not long after, Alliance was visited by Da-
vid Sengeh 10 (then a recent Harvard gradu-
ate, now the chief minister of Sierra Leone),
who was scouting promising student proj-
ects for an initiative to support youth in-
novation in Kenya. Osborn applied and was
selected for a weeklong boot camp designed
to help students refine and scale their ideas.

Shortly after that, Osborn co-founded
GreenChar, a social enterprise that gained
international recognition for providing low-
cost, smokeless cooking briquettes to fami-
lies, schools, and households across Kenya.
The experience taught him that, with a bit
of support, a young person from a small
village could address problems long over-
looked by institutions and experts. “It shift-
ed my mindset—from wanting to become a
lawyer or pursue a traditional career path,”
he says, “to seeing myself as an innovator
and entrepreneur.”

Osborn put off college to focus on grow-
ing GreenChar. But by 2015, Sengeh encour-
aged him to consider another leap: applying

UNIVERSITY PEOPLE

HAA Clubs and SIGs Awards

The Clubs and Shared Interest Groups Awards recognize individuals, clubs, and Shared
Interest Groups (SIGs) for exceptional contributions to their Harvard communities.

The recipients of this year’s Outstanding Alumni Leadership Awards are Lydia
Rossman, A.L.M. 24, and Marcus DeFlorimonte, PMD ’95.

Dedicated to Harvard’s military community, Rossman has rallied support and cre-
ated meaningful experiences for Harvard’s veteran community—including mentoring
Harvard Veterans Alumni Organization members at the Extension School, leading
the redesign of the alumni veterans’ website, and organizing a successful annual bar-
becue for alumni veterans and military-affiliated students, faculty, and staff.

As president of the Harvard Club of Boston, DeFlorimonte led the creation of new
partnerships, programming, and a modernized clubhouse. He has fostered partner-
ships with other clubs and SIGs, invited deans from each Harvard school to speak at
the club, and hosted events with Harvard College sports teams, paving the way for a
dynamic gathering point for alumni connections.

The Outstanding Alumni Community Award honored the Harvard Club of Long
Island and the Harvard Club of Bengaluru.

The Harvard Club of Long Island recently revitalized its structure and leadership
team while continuing to foster connections among undergraduates, alumni, and
middle- and high-school educators. The club’s longstanding Distinguished Teacher
Awards celebrate local teachers nominated by Harvard undergraduates for their
exceptional impact on students’ intellectual and emotional development.

The Harvard Club of Bengaluru has cultivated a vibrant community in southern
India, uniting alumni from across Harvard’s schools. The club organized 28 gatherings
over the last two years—including fireside chats, panel discussions, workshops, and
youth development initiatives—and has more than doubled its active membership, in
addition to building a thriving online community via the WhatsApp messaging platform.

to college in the United States. Osborn got
into Harvard, receiving a full financial aid
package and becoming the first in his family

to attend university.

AT HARVARD, Osborn sampled widely, tak-
ing classes in writing, computer science,
and economics. Then, during his sopho-
more year, he enrolled in SLS 20, Harvard’s
introductory psychology course, taught by
Pierce professor of psychology Daniel Gil-
bert (author of the bestselling book Stumbling
onHappiness). “It seems over the top,” Osborn
says, “but that class changed my life.”

It was the first time he had encountered
mental health as a serious academic pur-
suit—something one could study, test, and
improve through research. And it reinforced

If a simple psychological insight could change
how young people thought about themselves,
Osborn thought, then maybe mental health
care didn't have to begin in a clinic.

what he had learned during his time at Gre-
enChar: that small, well-designed interven-
tions could have large-scale impact.

He was struck by scholar and psycholo-
gist Carol Dweck’s work on growth mind-
set, which showed how a subtle shift in how
students understand their own intelligence
could measurably improve motivation, resil-
ience, and academic performance. If a sim-
ple psychological insight could change how
young people thought about themselves, Os-
born thought, then maybe mental health
care didn't have to begin in a clinic. Maybe
it could start in a classroom.

He concentrated in psychology and
worked in the lab of Henry Ford II re-
search professor John R. Weisz, where he
connected with then-graduate student Jes-
sica Schleider (who earned her doctorate
in 2018). Schleider was developing simple,
single-session mental health interventions
focused on skills like growth mindset and
values affirmation.

Unlike traditional CBT, these sessions
were short, scalable, and easy to integrate
into students’ daily lives. Osborn saw that
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these qualities could make them particu-
larly effective in Kenya, where mental health
stigma and insufficient resources can limit
access to care. And he had an idea for how
to adapt the approach: what if it became a
group endeavor, rather than an individual
one?

He drew on that work for a pilot study
in Kenya. With Weisz’s support, and with
grant funding from Harvard’s Center for
African Studies and the Office of Career
Services, Osborn returned to Kenya for the
summer of 2019 with a few fellow Harvard
students to test a four-week intervention.

The pilot yielded promising results, show-
ing reductions in students’ feelings of de-
pression and anxiety, as well as better ac-
ademic performance. After reviewing the
data, Weisz encouraged Osborn to apply for
a$210,000 grant from the Templeton World
Charity Foundation to scale the work. Os-
born's team was awarded the funding in
January 2020, his senior year, and Osborn
moved to Nairobi after graduation to pur-
sue the project full-time.

THE EARLY DAYS of building Shamiri were
intense and exhausting. “It felt like we were
working Wall Street hours,” he recalls, “just
without the lifestyle.” Only four people on
the team, including Osborn, were handling
everything—from coordinating school
schedules and transportation to managing
operations and logistics.

They realized that if they wanted to grow
beyond a handful of schools, they couldr’t run
everything themselves. So they built what
they called “Shamiri Hubs™—local teams that
ran programs in their own communities. It

worked. In 2022, they were reaching 1,000
students. By 2024, they had reached 100,000.

Shamiri’s next goal had initially been to
reach a million young people across Kenya
by 2028. But recently, as at many nonprof-
its reliant on global development funding
from agencies like the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development (USAID), Shamiri’s
leaders have had to rethink how they can
continue to grow sustainably.

Osborn doesn't have a perfect answer.
He’s exploring a hybrid model: communi-
ties that can afford to pay will subsidize

Students at the
Kimuka Girls
Secondary School
engaged in a Shamiri
Institute session

those who can't, with
governments contrib-
uting what they can.

Eventually, he hopes
to innovate beyond
mental health and
clean energy, turning
his focus to a broader,
more systemic chal-
lenge: how institu-
tions themselves can
better serve the peo-
ple who rely on them.
“One of the greatest
challenges for my generation in Kenya is
that so many young people don't have real
pathways to live the lives they dream of,”
Osborn says. The impediments to those lives
can take many forms—from environmental
degradation to mental health challenges.

His goal is to give more young people the
chance to do what he did: recognize prob-
lems and feel equipped to solve them. “I
want to spend more time figuring out how
democracy and government can create more
opportunities for young people,” he says,
“not just in Kenya, but across Africa.”

THE UNDERGRADUATE

For International Students,
the Weight of Silence

Measuring anxiety in text chains and hushed conversations

by ANDRES MUEDANO

Y THE TIME my flight reaches the
Boston Logan port of entry, it is dark
outside. Inside the terminal, a sign
reads, “Visitors enter here,” and with
it I am reminded of who I am in the eyes of
this country. My education in America re-
ducible to that, it appears: a visit. Beyond
the sign extends a long queue of fellow in-
ternational students returning to college
from spring break, among them that junior

in Winthrop House who sometimes wears
a kefhyeh. Eventually, a Customs and Bor-
der Protection officer scans my Mexican
passport. I watch her mouth stiffen. “Stand
against the wall,” she commands.

I request an explanation. She replies im-
patiently that someone will escort me some-
where soon. Startled by her non-answer, I
hold my breath. A few minutes later, another
agent approaches; the first officer hands him
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my passport, and the second demands that
[ follow him. On our way downstairs, we
stop to pick up two other Harvard sopho-
mores, both American, one of whom I know
because we took organic chemistry together
as freshmen. They explain to me in whis-
pers that they bought a bottle of whiskey
at a duty-free liquor store in the Charles De
Gaulle Airport: an illicit act, since both are
still under 21. The scene feels too absurd to
be real. What I am being detained for, T have
yet to discover.

For a little under an hour, a third officer
examines my documents. He is sitting at his
desk, and a large monitor casts blue light on
his face. His gaze is fixed on my Form I-20, a
document certifying my eligibility to study
in this country. He asks me a series of pro-
tocol questions: where I am travelling from
(the Netherlands), what I was doing there
(visiting my best friend), whether I have any
sharp objects (no). His gloved hands pro-
ceed to inspect my backpack and carry-on.
Finally, he lets me go. “You're good.”

Only in the airport parking lot do I real-
ize that the third officer has kept the folder
with my documents, so I rush back to the
site where he interrogated me. The back of
my neck feels constricted, and my throat
begins to tighten. A fourth officer kindly
informs me that I must head to a poorly lit,
tucked-away room,
where a fifth officer
yells at me. “What do
you want from me?”
he screams with an-
ger. Eventually, af-
ter a few minutes, he
hands me my precious
folder.

Larrive at my dorm
at 10:50 P.M., my body
still shaking. T text
my parents, and my
dad calls me over
WhatsApp. He and
my mom take turns
on his phone, the
three of us threading
together more ques-
tions than answers.
Was I randomly se-
lected, or did they
choose me because I
am an international
student at Harvard?
Did I forget my folder,
or did they intention-

ally try to withhold my documents? I had
recently begun writing op-eds for The Crim-
son—should I now self-censor and maintain
alow profile, stay quiet?

I'm not in actual danger, I reassure them.
Writing one pro-Palestinian article pales in
comparison with what other internation-
al students have done. Many of them have
attended protests—something I haven't
dared to do, not since coming to America.
The prospect of losing my visa made me in-
tensely anxious as a freshman, and it was
this anxiety that prompted me to join The
Crimson’s editorial board during my sopho-
more fall. I was hungry for a safe avenue to
express my ideas. As a former science con-
centrator, I had only recently found that av-
enue in writing.

“Calladito te ves mas bonito,” my mom
says. Her reply is a phrase known too well
by any Mexican: you look prettier when
your mouth is shut. I know she is saying it
out of fear, simply wanting me to stay safe. I
feel too overwhelmed and jetlagged to chal-
lenge her. I tell her not to worry.

FOUR DAYS AFTER MY INCIDENT at cus-
toms, six Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) agents detained Riimeysa
Oztiirk, a doctoral student at Tufts Univer-
sity. I was too anxious to leave my dorm that

UNIVERSITY PEOPLE

week, obsessively rewatching the surveil-
lance footage of masked, plainclothes offi-
cers handcuffing Oztirk and taking away
her belongings. It shocked me then that the
only evidence wielded against Oztiirk was
a single op-ed she had co-authored in The
Tufts Daily the year prior, a piece in which
she called for Tufts University President
Sunil Kumar to “acknowledge the Pales-
tinian genocide” and to “divest from com-
panies with direct and indirect ties to Isra-
el” 1, too, had written an op-ed criticizing
my university’s investments tied to Israel. It
made me anxious that writing could merit
such punishment in this country.

I remain confused and overwhelmed
by the events that followed. Beginning
in April, the Harvard International Of-
fice (HIO) hosted multiple “know your
rights” information sessions over Zoom.
On April 16, U.S. Secretary of Homeland
Security Kristi Noem threatened to revoke
Harvard’s eligibility to host international
students. Harvard Executive Vice Presi-
dent Meredith Weenick sent an email three
days later, encouraging international stu-
dents to “stay as focused as possible” on our
academic work. A close friend, also an in-
ternational student, started to make jokes
about ICE agents chasing us down Plymp-
ton Street. We would laugh together, our

Ilustration by Nicolas Ogonosky
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situation so surreal it was hard to take seri-
ously. Eventually, on May 22, Noem called
for the Department of Homeland Security
to implement her April 16 threat. (It was
later blocked by a federal judge, though the
Trump administration has appealed.)

Noem declared that many international
students are “anti-American, pro-terrorist
agitators” who had participated in attacks
against Jewish students. Rising hostility to-
ward Jewish individuals indeed constitutes
a serious problem, both at Harvard and in
America writ large. University initiatives
and research elsewhere have laid bare the
alienation that many Jews on campus ex-
perience—including, though barely men-
tioned, Jewish students who hold pro-
Palestinian viewpoints. But Noem’s order
provided no evidence to support her asser-
tion that international students were the
culprits. I found this unsurprising. When
we “visitors” are already deemed to be “radi-
calized lunatics” and “troublemakers” by
the U.S. president, it is easy to label us as
antisemites, too.

A WhatsApp group chat with hundreds
of international students exploded minutes
after Noem’s order. “I can’t wait for all of this
bs from the trump administration to end,”
texted one sophomore. “I'm so tired of being
frustrated and anxious about their fascism
all of the time.”

Feeling stressed, I video-called one of my

She would have to think about her priorities,
the risks she was willing to take. “Ta qué harias?”
my friend asked me. What would you do?

blockmates. Born in the United States and
raised in Central America, she was outside
of the country at the time, buying groceries
at the supermarket with her parents, all of
them seemingly unbothered. “This will all
pass,” her mother said in Spanish.

My parents reacted differently. “Start
working on your transfer applications,” said
my dad, and my mom agreed. I replied that
they were getting ahead of themselves, that
I would wait to hear from the HIO. I also
admitted to them that I no longer wanted
to stay in the States after graduation, not if
I wanted to be a writer. “What’s most im-
portant is that you finish your degree,” my
dad reminded me. “Then you can leave the
country.”

ALMOST A MONTH LATER, on June 23, I re-
ceived a call from a close friend and Har-
vard classmate. Like me, she was born and
raised in Mexico, so we spent a lot of time
together during our freshman year, growing
acclimated to life in America. As I picked up
the phone, she was crying.

Earlier in the spring, she had been offered
an internship at the Secretariat of the Econ-

2025 Aloian Memorial Scholars

Two students have been named the 2025 David and Mimi Aloian
Memorial Scholars for enriching the quality of life in their Houses:
Joseph Foo ’26 (Pforzheimer House) and Hayden Graham ’26
(Leverett House).

Joseph Foo, of Singapore, was elected secretary of the House
Committee and is a steady, uplifting presence who fosters com-
munity through quiet, consistent acts of care, most notably in the
connections he builds with dining hall staff. He is also Pforzheimer’s
student ambassador to the Office for the Arts and brings creativity

to his leadership—connecting peers to artistic opportunities and curating interpretive

labels for newly installed House artwork.

As co-chair of the Leverett House Committee and director of all
24 residential House chairs, Hayden Graham, of Vernon Hills, llli-
nois, has transformed a modest team into a dynamic and collab-
orative group of more than a dozen members. He has also led the
planning and execution of a wide range of events—from weekly
Stein nights to large formals, the Spring River East party, Housing
Day celebrations, and more—that bring together hundreds of stu-
dents and foster a deep sense of belonging.

omy in Mexico. Amidst all the uncertainty,
however, she had started to doubt whether
it was safe for her to travel back to Mexico
from the U.S. Looking for support and guid-
ance, she scheduled an online appointment
with the HIO.

“Se veia harta,” my friend told me—
she looked fed up—referring to the over-
worked HIO advisor with whom she had
met. During their meeting, my friend had
expressed her concerns about being unable
to re-enter the country before the start of
the fall semester. Late in May, she pub-
lished a column in a Mexican newspaper
in which she voiced her fear under the cur-
rent U.S. administration. The advisor told
her that she would have to decide what
was more important to her: an internship
in Mexico or her ability to return to the
U.S. She would have to think about her
priorities, the risks she was willing to take.
“Ta qué harias?” my friend asked me. What
would you do?

Her question did not present me with a
hypothetical scenario. I had cancelled my
plans to visit Mexico City earlier during the
summer, worried about winding up in a sim-
ilar or worse situation than what I had faced
coming back from spring break. Knowing
my answer would be disappointing, I rec-
ommended that she stay in Cambridge.

I thought about the call for days. I kept
parsing through the HIO advisor’s reply,
thinking about the issues that matter most
to me, the risks I am willing to take. At the
same time, I struggled to make sense of the
reasons behind my silence. I am neither
hateful, antisemitic, nor anti-American.
Why had I stopped writing? Why should
I be afraid?

I see nothing “radical” about rejecting
fascism, nor do I see “lunacy” in criticiz-
ing an institution’s material complicity in
genocide. But this view is just my opinion.
Whether publishing it is a form of “trou-
blemaking” has become less certain; it in-
evitably leads to the much harder question
of whether writing holds the potential to
change the world for the better.

I hope that it might. Over the last few
months, I have learned that silence doesn’t.
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An Unassuming Spy

Richard Skeffington Welch: 1929-1975

by TOBY HARNDEN

ICHARD WELCH ’51 was no James

Bond. He had a lifelong aversion to

guns and delighted in the intrica-

cies of Aristotelian logic. His bald
pate, spectacles, and clipped mustache gave
him the air of an Ivy League professor. This
would be the image seared into the public
consciousness when his photograph ap-
peared across the world.

In fact, Welch was the consummate spy.
When he was assassinated by Marxist ter-
rorists outside his residence in Athens in
December 1975, he was at the top of his
game: a chief of station for the Central In-
telligence Agency and a future contender to
lead its clandestine service. He remains the
most senior CIA officer (his rank was the
equivalent of a major general) to be killed in
the line of duty. In death, he may have played
apart in saving the agency he loved.

Welch had lost the use of his
left eye in 1938, at the age of eight,
in an accident with an ice pick at
home. That year his comfortable
life, in which he was driven to el-
ementary school by a chauffeur,
ended abruptly. His father, Col-
onel George Patrick Welch, A B.
1923, an investment banker who
had lost most of his fortune in the
Depression, left the family home
to become a writer and soldier.
Growing up in Providence, Rhode
Island, Welch found solace in the
study of the classics and won a
Harvard scholarship.

He graduated magna cum laude
while also making money by fre-
quenting the pool halls of South
Boston, betting against blue-collar
locals certain they could beat the
effete scholar who had foolishly
challenged them. His class was
strongly patriotic and had, as one
classmate noted, a “profound lack
of cynicism about government”
that perhaps seems quaint today.

Welch was among the reput-
ed 5 percent of the class of 1951

who joined the CIA. He had the distinction
of being the only half-blind CIA officer to
pass his entrance medical with a rating of
20/20 vision in both eyes. Fortuitously, the
vision test involved the opening sentences
of Edward Gibbors The Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, which Welch had memorized
at Harvard. He was able to repeat it when
his right eye was covered.

Welch was endearingly cantankerous and
as willing to express himself with the ver-
nacular of an infantry sergeant as that of the
erudite man of letters. During an overseas
move, he was asked by a CIA bureaucrat to
provide a urine sample from his baby daugh-
ter. Affronted by this preposterous red tape,
he instead supplied a vial of liquid from his
basset hound—named after John H. Finley
Jr., A.B.1925, Ph.D. 33, L. H.D. 68, the revered
master of Eliot House and professor of Greek
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literature. Afterward, Welch delighted in tell-
ing his friends that Finley had passed the test.

Welch served undercover in Athens and
Cyprus, blossoming into one of the CIA’s
most accomplished recruiters of assets—
among them the private secretary to Arch-
bishop Makarios, the president of newly in-
dependent Cyprus, which secured NATO’s
southern flank. “We knew every breath Ma-
karios took,” a colleague recalled. After sta-
tion chief jobs in Guyana and Peru, Welch
returned to his beloved Greece in the sum-
mer of 1975. By then, he was renowned in the
CIA as a master of covert political action.
The outcomes of general elections in Greece
in 1956 and Guyana in 1968 owed much to
his clandestine work.

As he turned 46, he wrote to his three
children that he felt “exactly the same as I
did as a freshman at Harvard, a New Eng-
land Irishman on the make.” It was a cha-
otic year for the CIA: Capitol Hill hearings
on the agency’s past misdeeds, lurid media
revelations, and malicious leaking of names
of undercover CIA officers, Welch included.

The anti-CIA tide turned when Welch,
targeted as a symbol of U.S. imperialism,
was shot dead and President Gerald Ford
held him up as an exemplar of service and
sacrifice to the nation. Given
Welch’'s own cunning in in-
fluencing events, he probably
would have admired the agen-
cy’s effective use of his demise.
The “CIA did not miss the op-
portunity to exploit the Welch
death,” a colleague wrote, “to
smooth the waves of dissent
churned up by the congression-
al investigations.”

Welch’s funeral at Arlington
National Cemetery had all the
pomp and ceremony of a state
occasion. An agency veteran
judged it likely the largest public
gathering of intelligence officers
in American history. The words
“Central Intelligence Agency”
appear on Welch’s tombstone,
the first time a CIA officer had
been identified on his grave. O
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Toby Harnden, a former newspaper for-
eign correspondent, is the author of a
book about recipients of the CIA's Dis-
tinguished Intelligence Cross—among
themRichard Welch—to be published
by Simon ¢ Schuster in 2026.
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THE COLLEGE PUMP

Ghosts

“Your wooden arm you hold outstretched
to shake with passers-by.”

HIS MAGAZINE’S John Harvard’s

Journal section for July-August

2020—the first issue produced

remotely, during the onset of
COVID-19—began with a two-page spread
on Massachusetts Hall, the University’s
oldest building, at its 300th anniversary. It
embodies what most people envision when
they think of the campus: a free-of-frills
early Georgian design, of mellow red brick
with white trim. A brief text recounted the
beloved building’s far-from-placid history,
replete with renovations, wholesale chang-
es of use, and a 1924 fire (a metaphor for pas-
sages through change and through storm).
Assisted by the peerless Harvard University
Archives staff, who exhumed plans for the
structure, correspondence about paying for
it, and physical evidence (the spikes that
held it together, bricks), we had intended
to report much more extensively. But one
thing after another intervened—the pan-
demic precluded revisiting the archives for
photographs, and after that, the right op-
portunity never arose.

Fortunately, a University nearing its 400th
birthday presents boundless opportunities
for commemoration, and so we turn to per-
haps the least iconic old part of Harvard
Yard (or at least its environs). That would
be Wadsworth House, the yellow clapboard
building whose front door, once facing a

rural expanse, now
dumps smack onto
Massachusetts Ave-
nue across from the
looming bulk of Jo- 2
sep Lluis Sert’s Smith Campus (née Holy-
oke) Center. In the context of brick-every-
thing Harvard, Wadsworth is something of
an ugly—or at least odd—duckling, but it
too has a claim on the collective memory.
When it reopens this autumn, after a stem-
to-stern renovation, it will be on the cusp of
its 300th year, too.

In Harvard: An Architectural History (1985),
Bainbridge Bunting observes that “the pro-
vincial legislature celebrated the appoint-
ment of conservative President Benjamin
Wadsworth (1725-1737) by building him an
official residence...planned on a generous
scale,” a beneficence unimaginable today.
(He goes on to note that “the committee
overseeing construction ignored the leg/
islature’s authorization of s1000...The final
cost was almost twice that appropriated.”
It’s an outcome that sounds familiar, even
routine, to the modern observer of Crimson
construction.)

The original layout included a barn, out-
houses, and a pasture, per Bunting: “The
president’s field comprised a good part of
what is now the Old Yard; when this area
was mowed, it was the responsibility of the
freshman class to rake the hay.” Out front
was a “pleasant garden with a paved court-
yard,” lost to subsequent enlargement of
what was then Braintree Street and is now
Massachusetts Avenue. Presidents resided
there for more than a century. It became
University office space in 1950 (at one time
housing the Harvard Alumni Association
and this magazine).

Bunting does not report two other parts

of Wadsworth House’s past—but their
ghosts very much resonate today.

To Harvard’s credit, spurred by stu-
dent researchers under the guidance of
Bell professor of history Sven Beckert, the
University in 2016 affixed to the clapboards
a stone tablet acknowledging the four en-
slaved people who lived there when Pres-
idents Wadsworth and Edward Holyoke
(1737-1769) were in residence: Titus, Venus,
Juba, and Bilhah.

Six years post-Holyoke, another notable
event transpired there. On July 2,1775, when
General George Washington arrived to as-
sume leadership of the Continental Army,
he made the house his headquarters. His
residence was brief—a couple of weeks—
but eventful. From there, he took command
of the troops (on Cambridge Common).
And Washington apparently convened his
first Council of War at Wadsworth and met
there, among others, with Abigail Adams.

Both of these latter bits of history merit
reflection today. At a time when some find
it fashionable to denounce Harvard as apart
from, or even alien to, its home country, it is
worth remembering that the University was
present at the creation, even before there
was a United States of America, and has re-
mained embedded in the nation’s well-being
for the duration. In widening its vision to
encompass all of its own legacies, includ-
ing community members’ enslavement of
other human beings, the modern Harvard
has done another small bit to bring Veritas
to the American story writ large.

—PRIMUS VI
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REAL ESTATE FOR SALE
BROKERS & SERVICES

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Need help selling, buying, or
renting in Manhattan or Florida?

Contact SONIA REHANI,
premier broker/Harvard alum.

*Sales+Rentals+Relocations
Investment Properties
Charles Rutenberg Realty
Call or Text: 917.686.9656

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

WORKING WITH SELLERS,
BUYERS, AND INVESTORS IN
CONCORD, MA AND
SURROUNDING TOWNS.

PATTY SUTHERLAND
REALTOR®, MBA, SRES, ASP
— 978-844-6397 —

PATTY@PSUTHERLANDGROUP.COM
WWW.PSUTHERLANDGROUP.COM

MASSACHUSETTS REAL ESTATE

Belmont Hill, Hillcrest. 7BR, 3.5BA. 4,400 sq. ft. on %2+ acre. Mid-
Century Modern, flowing floorplan, stunning windows, fireplaces,
circular drive, 2-car garage. Expansive yard. Basketball court. Pool/
tennis potential. rcoop11@gmail.com. Harvard alum.

NEW YORK REAL ESTATE

LARGE CHILDREN’S CAMP on picturesque mountain/lake for sale in
the Adirondacks. Property can accommodate 300+ people. Beautiful
shorefront with boats, tennis courts, sports fields, along with a full
theater and stage. Great for use as a camp, a college internship/alumni
retreat, environmental education/conference center, or nonprofit-type
use. Cell: 518-521-7088 or beviegreenwood@comcast.net.

Reach 265,000 Harvard alumni, faculty, and staff in Harvard
Magazine. Advertise your real estate or your broker services and
be seen by qualified buyers and renters from the Harvard commu-

nity. Call: 617-496-6686 or email: classifieds@harvard.edu for more
information.

FLORIDA REAL ESTATE
HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Vero Beach,
Florida, beckons!

772-473-6310 Rennick Real Estate
rjrennick@post.harvard.edu

SOUTH AMERICA REAL ESTATE

Argentina Beckons: Own 16,600 acres of stunning conservation and
agricultural land in Salta Province, NW Argentina. Harvard-alum-
owned. Design your dream retreat across terrain that climbs from
3,000-10,500", with two clear rivers and twin 8-meter waterfalls. A rare
legacy opportunity. Hank@CondorValley.com, www.condorvalley.com
(Tipal parcel).

REAL ESTATE FOR RENT
MASSACHUSETTS FOR RENT

LOVELY FURNISHED OFFICE, HARVARD SQUARE: Academic,
writer, therapist, others. Renovated suite. Part- or full-time. Near
Charles Hotel, T. crieder@mclean.harvard.edu

VACATION RENTALS
SabbaticalHomes.com

S‘ A place for minds on the move.
T .i-'."'.‘r‘:-'}ﬁ:ﬁ
: ., |
i

i

Home Rentals & Exchanges Worldwide,
posted by and for Academics and Scholars

MASSACHUSETTS VACATION
RENTALS

Nantucket: mid-island spacious, easy walk to town, close to golf,
beaches, and mid-island shops/dining. 3 br, 3 full bath, sleeps
six. Visit: bit.ly/lovejoynan. Nantucket Email: Cindy (ALB '95)
bortee@yoyo.org. kSl

Woods Hole, Buzzards Bay. Waterfront, 4 acres, secluded, sunsets.
7 bedrooms, 5 1/2 bathrooms, new chef’s kitchen, putting green,
pickle ball court, heated swimming pool, hot tub, fire pit. 2 miles to
Main Street. Available 2026. gansettroad@gmail.com.

Martha’s Vineyard: 4 properties. A) Private beach across the
harbor from Vineyard Haven Yacht Club. Beach Rd., 4 bed-
rooms/4 baths, outdoor shower, 2 decks, modern inside, park-
ing. B) Vineyard Haven, on Mt. Aldworth Rd. Large grounds, 4
bedrooms/3 baths, outdoor shower. C) Oak Bluffs: Lagoon. Sun-
sets. 3 bedrooms/1.5 bathrooms, outdoor kitchen, large terrace
on a bluff overlooking private beach, fire pit, perhaps a moor-
ing. D) Oak Bluffs: 5 bedrooms/4 baths. Gym, large terrace,
pool, lovely landscaping, surround-sound outdoor stereo, fire
pit. Please contact Elise: 410-258-8237, ejr2629@gmail.com.
Granddaughter of Harvard '38, Adams House.

MAINE VACATION RENTALS

Mid-Coast Maine: Stunning, Waterfront, Designer Home in Bel-
fast. Now Renting for 2026 for 2-6 Guests. Sorry, no pets or smok-
ing. Please contact 617-512-1594 or Email: breathebright@aol.com.

Attention Harvard
alumni business
owners:

Ask how you can
get 50% off a
classified display ad.
Call or email:

617.496.6686
classifieds@harvard.edu

NEW HAMPSHIRE VACATION
RENTALS

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

fora10%

Use code “HarvardAlum

Private cabins to rent or own

Loch Lyme Lodge

1Ad: + for I8 3

C . I1~L i Ad:

St g g venue
115 acres of recreation and fun

Perfect for family reunions

12 miles from Dartmouth

(603)795.2141

VERMONT VACATION RENTALS

ﬁ % Stowe Resort Homes

Homes in §

Stowe, VT {eaas \

= (802) 760 - 1157
. StoweResortHomes.com

NEW JERSEY VACATION
RENTALS
10 92nd Street, Stone Harbor, NJ, on beach. Season and off-

season. Stoneharborbeachhouses.com. RAdams150@aol.com
or 570-650-3116.

Getrenters for 2026. Place a vacation rental ad in Harvard Mag-
azine. Call: 617-496-6686 or email: classifieds@harvard.edu.

FLORIDA VACATION RENTALS
HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Delraybeachvacation.rentals
11 Luxury Pet Friendly/Private Pool Villas
#1 Beach in Florida - USA Today
America’s 10 Best Shopping Streets - USA Today
“America’s Happiest Seaside Town"- Coastal Living Magazine
Walkable Downtown “Village by the Sea”
202-302-5932
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CARIBBEAN VACATION RENTALS

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

ZTTTTTTITTIES
MBIRA

Alumni-owned Waterfront Villa Mbira in Treasure
Beach, Jamaica’s undiscovered South Coast jewel.
3BR, 3BA. Spectacular Caribbean views. Private
chefs, pool, and more. Perfect for families/groups.
Visit: bit.ly/ttjam. Contact Treasure Tours: WhatsApp
876-518-5047, treasuretoursjamaica@gmail.com.

FRANCE VACATION RENTALS
HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Gorgeous Provence Village
House. Renovated 17th century
4BR/5BA home perched atop
picturesque Eygaliéres in the
heart of the Alpilles. Experience
the magic of French village life
steps from historic sites,
wilderness trails, vineyards, and
orchards. Stunning views, pool,
terrace, garden, parking, AC.
Email: mbrower5556@me.com.

Summer in Provence: traditional farmhouse, four bed-
rooms, with swimming pool & extensive grounds, near St.
Remy, Avignon, Arles. WiFi & A/C. www.masdechausse.com
and fleur_macdonald@hotmail.com.

Paris 7th. Fifth floor, quiet studio sleeps 2. Balcony. View Eiffel Tow-
er. www.parisgrenelle.com. 207-752-0285.

PARIS—MARAIS. Renovated 17th-century, tri-level, top-floor,
courtyard apartment. Central, quiet, exposed beams, hardwood
floors, fully equipped. 206-723-6538; www.acrossthewater.net.

PARIS (MARAIS). Luxury 1-bedroom apartment, sleeps 4.
www.ParisWeekender.com / parisweekender@gmail.com.

Advertise in our Classifieds: classifieds@harvard.edu

Provence: Lovely 3-bedroom, 3-bath home near Uzés with swim-
ming pool. Taking reservations for 2026. For more information/
photos: Irislitt@Stanford.edu. Sl

Paris—Marais. Historic 17th-century, 500 sq. ft. apt. on first
floor, renovated, 1 bedroom, sleeps 4, brand new kitchen & bath,
2 private courtyards, high-speed internet access. 978-505-8300,
asluder22@gmail.com.

Paris, lle St-Louis: Elegant, spacious, top-floor, skylighted apart-
ment, gorgeous views overlooking the Seine, 2 bedrooms sleep 4,
2 baths, elevator, well-appointed, full kitchen, WiFi. 678-232-8444.

triff@mindspring.com.

PARIS/NORMANDY. Marais—Louvre—Honfleur. 3 great apart-
ments. Fantastic beachside 4-hectare secluded Normandy Estate
(new 2025). Privately owned & professionally managed by us!
www.pad-a-terre.com, reservations@pad-a-terre.com.

Paris-5th, Haussmann style, 3BR, sleeps 6, elevator, modern appli-
ances, washer & dryer, Métro Maubert-Mutualite, Harvard Alumni-
owned, info@reservewithpaula.com.

Paris 7th—Eiffel Tower. Haussmann stone building. Elegant 5th-

floor, 1,000 sq.ft. two-bedroom apartment. Fully equipped. Contact:
mimihaas@hotmail.com.

ITALY VACATION RENTALS

TUSCANY: Luxury private villa for 8, beautiful pool and gardens,
www.LuxuryVillaTuscany.com.

Italy/Todi: Luxurious 8-bedroom, 7.5-bath villa, amazing views, in-
finity pool, olives, lavender, grapes, vegetable garden, housekeeper,
AC, WiFi. Photos/prices/availability: www.luxuryvillatodi.com. Dis-
count for Harvardians. MarilynGasparini@aol.com.

ROME: Spacious apartment in congenial neighborhood near major

sights and subway. Two bedrooms, two baths, Wi-Fi, AC, elevator.
Im603@columbia.edu, www.casacleme.com.

TRAVEL

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Specialists In Tailor-Made Travel Worldwide:
Harvard-alum-owned boutique tour company
with a superb team of specialists who will create
a personalized itinerary just for you based on your
interests and dates. Award-winning hotels, expert
private guides, the finest local cuisine, conservation-
focused. Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe, the
Polar Regions, Yacht Charters, and more. Call or
email 888.982.7712, info@vayaadventures.com.
www.vayaadventures.com

Expert-led archaeological tours, food tours, walking tours, and
gulet cruises. Croatia, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Turkey, and UK. Peter
Sommer Travels, www.petersommer.com.

Calling all travel businesses! Reach Harvard alumni, faculty,
and staff travelers planning trips for 2026. Place an ad in Harvard
Magazine. Call: 617-496-6686 or email: classifieds@harvard.edu.

HARVARD ALUMNI BUSINESS NETWORK

Epic Desert Experiences iri Utah,

801-251-6036
dreamlandtours.net

EDUCATION

Art College Admissions Coaching: Ellen Rogers, MFA,
Harvard 86, guides 11th- and 12th-grade aspiring artists
through the art college application process. ESL and neuro-
divergent students welcome! ArtToZebra@EllenRogers.com;
716-253-4140; www.EllenRogers.com.

TEST PREP & COLLEGE ADMISSIONS: Robert Kohen, Ph.D., Har-
vard and Columbia grad, provides individualized SAT/ACT & ISEE/
SSAT tutoring and comprehensive college admissions guidance.
Neurodiverse-friendly: specialized training for test prep in LD, ADHD,
and ASD. robert@koheneducationalservices.com | 212-658-0834 |
www.koheneducationalservices.com

College Admissions Consultant, Julia Rolnick. Expert guidance for
11th & 12th graders navigating applications—and younger students
exploring their strengths in and beyond school. Reduce stress, max-
imize success. Free initial consultation. CollegeConsiderations.com.
juliarolnick@collegeconsiderations.com. 802-232-2543.

PROFESSIONAL
SERVICES

Website Design for Writers. Custom in-depth sites. Sophisticated, el-
egant and informative. AlexanderDesignWorks.com | 413-344-3178.

CAREER TRANSITIONS AND EXECUTIVE COACHING: Internation-
al career expert Judith Gerberg, MA, LMHC (quoted in NY Times,
WSJ, NPR) built her reputation coaching highly educated individu-
als to find careers they love. What's next for you? 212-315-2322 |
www.gerberg.com | judith@gerberg.com.

FOR SALE

Steinway Model L. Brushed ebony. Superb condition and sound.
Tuned recently. Purchased new in 1985, never moved from humidi-
ty-controlled environment. $29,900. Btlymani@gmail.com.

WRITERS’ SERVICES

Professional coaching for memoirs, healthcare, and nonfiction books.
Serena Howlett, J.D., M.PH., serenahowlett@gmail.com. LinkedIn:
https:/bit.ly/shlinked. Advertiser is a Harvard °78 graduate.

ATTENTION, WRITERS! New fiction publisher wants to consider
your manuscript. Learn more at ares-press.com.

Experienced German researcher, Ph.D., author of three books,
offers research and consultancy on things German or Russian.
info@research-for-authors.com.

Reach Harvard authors & writers in Harvard Magazine. Are
you a ghostwriter? Do you help authors edit their manuscripts?
Do you have a fabulous writing retreat you want to get bookings
for in 20267 Consider placing an ad in our January-February
2026 issue. Reach 265,000 Harvard alumni, faculty, and staff in
the only publication that reaches them all. Call: 617-496-6686 or
email: classifieds@harvard.edu for more info.

Make sure to tell our advertising partners you saw them in Harvard Magazine!
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PERSONALS

ELEGANT

INTRODUCTLONS

PRIVATE TRUSTED
EXCEPTIONAL

For Accomplished Singles
Seeking Lasting Love
Elegant Introductions: where a Ph.D.
psychologist and a powerhouse connector
discreetly guide accomplished singles into
remarkable relationships.

DISCREET DIGNIFIED CUSTOMIZED

305 615-1900
www.elegantintroductions.com
nancy@elegantintroductions.com

Intersections Match by Jashina: The Only Premier Matchmak-
ing Firm—for Indian Singles—in the US, Canada & the UK.
info@IntersectionsMatch.com, http://intersectionsmatch.com.

Our stunning, 5'8” former model is as beautiful as she is warm-
hearted. She has a true passion for animals—showing horses,
training dogs, and volunteering for animal rescues. The perfect
balance of grace and grit, she is equally comfortable getting her
hands dirty as she is dressing up for a fundraiser or gala. She
enjoys entertaining, skiing, hiking, and dancing (both two-step
and ballroom). We are seeking confident, masculine men who
enjoy the outdoors and have a rugged side. Respond confiden-
tially via email to: bonnie@bonniewinstonmatchmaker.com or
call 917-836-3683.

Our very pretty private clientin DC is a Vassar and Yale Law graduate, a
widow ready to find her new romantic partner. Her match is a fit and suc-
cessful gentleman, age 70-80, 5'10” & up, preferably in the DC/Mary-
land/Northern Virginia area. Her match values kindness, integrity, and
shares our client’s broad and international perspective. He enjoys fam-
ily time, travels well, and is staying active in meaningful, philanthropic,
and social justice endeavors. He shares a liberal perspective and wishes
to find his next-chapter partner. sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com.
212-627-0121.www.therighttimeconsultants.com.

Seeking single gentlemen 25-75: We are a national upscale
matchmaking firm personally representing exceptional ladies.
Our services are complimentary to you since our clients pay all
fees. Our beautiful, educated, and successful ladies are looking for
gentlemen who are ready for a meaningful relationship. We look
forward to hearing from you. www.elegantintroductions.com,
nancy@elegantintroductions.com, 305-615-1900.

Book Lovers dating. Find a match who loves books.
www.booklovers.dating

Advertise in Harvard Magazine Classifieds—2026!

Reach an engaged, educated audience that reads Harvard Magazine cover to cover.
Our classifieds are the go-to destination for vacation rentals/travel, real estate,
matchmaking, products, services, and more—trusted by Harvard alumni, faculty, and staff.

Why advertise with us?
- Highly targeted readership: Harvard alumni, faculty, and professionals across every field
- Print + digital visibility: Your ad can appear in print and online for maximum reach
- Cost-effective marketing: Perfect for small businesses and
individuals wishing to reach the Harvard audience without breaking the bank.

Save with Discounts:
- Frequency discounts for multi-issue placements
- Special savings for Harvard alumni advertisers

Reserve your 2026 space today!
Call: 617-496-6686 or email: classifieds@harvard.edu for more information.

Your
forever-
alter
is waiting
for you.

Matchmaking at its
finest for clients seeking
the best life has to offer.

617-564-4194

allurematchmaking.com

X ALLURE

N\ MATCHMAKING

Matchmakers! Reach single Harvard Magazine readers. Contact: classifieds@harvard.edu
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Advertise in our Classifieds: classifieds@harvard.edu

Sandy Sternbach
Lead Matchmaker

212-627-0121

Let us help you find the one!

www.therighttimeconsultants.com
sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com

Confidential, concierge-
level matchmaking.

20 years with Harvard
and the Ivy community.

consultants

Stellar Success
Unparalleled Expertise

BluesMatch.com—The dating site where vy League and Oxbridge
people find love.

Our extraordinary client is warmhearted, accomplished, and truly
radiant. This biracial beauty divides her time between Manhattan
and Miami and serves on many boards at world-renowned orga-
nizations. Well-educated at Princeton and Harvard, her passions
include jazz, theater, comedy, cooking, hosting intimate dinners,
and global travel. A Christian with a strong spiritual side, she is
open to dating men of all races and religions. We are seeking
thoughtful, accomplished gentlemen, ages 55-75. Respond confi-
dentially via email to: bonnie@bonniewinstonmatchmaker.com or
call 917-836-3683.

CT-based “adventuress” is a world traveler and sports enthusi-
ast. Our private client is a fit and very pretty advertising execu-
tive who is spending more time on her adventures, and that in-
cludes finding her “forever gentleman.” She is biking in Europe
as we write this and hopes to include him in her social and world
travel plans. Her match is a tall, attractive, and accomplished
gentleman 59-69, who enjoys some of her favorite things: ski-
ing, golf, biking, and the arts. Most important: “fun with integ-
rity.” Bio to: sandy@therighttimeonsultants.com.

91 ELEGANT
INTRODUCTIONS
A Discreet Matchmaking Path for
Accomplished Jewish Singles
At Elegant Introductions, every introduction is
private & personal. Guided by Barbara Black
Goldfarb, a powerhouse Jewish networker, and
Dr. Nancy Gold Zimmer, a distinguished PhD
psychologist, we create extraordinary relationships
for discerning Jewish singles who seek lasting love.
www.elegantintroductions.com
nancy@elegantintroductions.com

Great Presence and Style. DC/NY. Our striking, fit, and petite pri-
vate client is a super social, active Public Policy Consultant. Born
and raised in NY, she is now based in the DC area but open to
meeting men throughout the East Coast. Ivy-educated, she enjoys
two married sons with families and an amazing group of friends.
“She can light up aroom.” Her passions: Israel, family, and great
travel. Her match is a kind and dynamic gentleman, 68-78 (East
Coast), who is aligned with our client’s values and wishes to
share his life with a generous, fun, and amazing woman. Bio &
photo: sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com. Confidential. Call:
212-627-0121.

Sonoma Gem. Our outstanding Ivy-educated private client is
based in the SF/Bay Area and open to meeting men all along the
West Coast. Very pretty, lively, fun, 5’6", slender with blonde
hair and blue eyes, she has great energy, charm, and emotion-
al intelligence. We are searching for gentlemen (59-69) who
equally enjoy the outdoors, active sports (golf, swimming,
hiking, cycling, etc.), and travel. You both have great careers,
launched children, and a passion to live your best life. Bio &
photo to: sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com. 212-627-0121.

Striking, charming, and elegant NYC/Westchester widow is a
passionate supporter of social/philanthropic causes, an Emmy
Award-winning creative person. Slender, articulate, with great wit
and style she hopes to meet her next gentleman “suitor”—a man
with integrity, accomplishments, who is generous and fun. 74-82.
East Coast. Must love NY, world affairs, and family! Bio & photo:
sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com.

Our smart, charming, and attractive divorcée on the Upper West
Side of NYC is seeking a culturally Jewish gentleman, 58-72,
based in Manhattan or nearby (NJ, LI, CT). A lifelong “arts per-
son,” she is a teacher and a writer whose passions include fine art,
the environment, dance, and yoga. She is most happy walking her
dog, catching a great film, performance, or concert. She seeks a
happy, financially solid, and kind man for fun and companionship.
Bio/photo: sandy@theirghttimeconsultants.com. 212-627-0121.

Our beautiful, blue-eyed client is 5°5” and in exceptional shape. She
lives in Manhattan with a Hamptons home. This bubbly blond is the
managing partner of a community of ultra-high-net-worth individu-
als. Deeply engaged in philanthropy, she actively supports Israel and
Jewish causes. Passionate about ballroom dancing, she competes in
national competitions. She enjoys golf, skiing, and traveling the world.
We are seeking Jewish gentlemen who are intelligent, active, financial-
ly stable, with a sense of humor. Respond confidentially via email to:
bonnie@bonniewinstonmatchmaker.com or call 917-836-3683.

We are inviting single, active vy men (35-80) to be introduced
to our attractive, accomplished, and delightful private clients
(East/West Coast)! Join our private Rolodex to be matched, or
choose to become one of our distinguished private clients. Ben-
efit from our expertise. Stop “swiping” and let us hear from you.
Bio and photo: sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com or go to:
www.therighttimeconsultants.com. 212-627-0121.

Our handsome, Boston-based technology consultant/executive is di-
vorced and seeking his forever partner in the New England area. Athlet-
ic, dynamic, and kind, his work has taken him to many countries, and
he looks forward to more travel in the US and abroad. His match is a
warm, attractive, fit lady, 58-68, who also loves Boston, the outdoors,
and is interested in settling down with a caring and loving man. Bio &
photo: sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com, 212-627-0121.

Place a classified ad in Harvard
Magazine and reach a highly
engaged, educated, and
influential audience of 265,000
Harvard University alumni,
faculty, and staff.

2026
Classifieds
Deadlines

-January-February issue:
November 14, 2025
March-April issue:

January 15, 2026
+May-June issue:
March 13, 2026
- July-August issue:
May 15, 2026
-September-October issue:
July 15, 2026
*November-December issue:
September 15, 2026

If you have questions or wish
to book space, please contact
Gretchen Bostrom at

617-496-6686 or

classifieds@harvard.edu

February 2026 issue. Reserve your spot: classifieds@harvard.edu
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thank you for your support

YOUR GIFTS MAKE A DIFFERENCE. Thanks to your support, we remain editorially independent—which means that Harvard
Magagzine is written, edited, and produced with readers’ interests foremost in mind. Harvard Magazine keeps you connected, from objective
reporting on University news to fresh and honest takes on student life.

Our responsibility is to you, our readers—beginning with Harvard alumni, who founded this publication in 1898 and continue to support
it today. Your support helps us to maintain our editorial freedom and high quality and to report objectively and in-depth about the latest
in research and teaching; share lively stories about Harvard alumni and faculty who are making a difference around the world; and offer
tellowships for undergraduates to report on the student perspective during the year.

We would like to recognize the following Friends of Harvard Magazine who have donated $100 or more during the months of July 2024 through June 202s.

New this year, we are pleased to recognize those who have chosen to make a recurring gift, indicated with a * symbol next to their name. Recurring
donations are the foundation of our annual giving that help sustain our mission as an independent publication. —Natalie Vinard, Publisher

ALUMNI/ALUMNAE

$10,000+

From the 1980s

Anonymous (1)

$5,000-$9,999.”

From the 1950s
President Emeritus
Derek C. Bok

Arthur D. Levin

From the 1960s
The Honorable

Wayne R. Andersen
Andrew S. Love Jr., Esq.

$1,000-$4,999.”

From the 1950s
Anonymous (1)
Michael C. Baldwin

Dr. Stuart G. Carpenter
John M. Gross, Esq.
Peter M.P. Norris

From the 1960s
Anonymous (3)
Suzanne R. Bass
Frederic G. Dorwart Jr.
Dr. Sarah B. Hrdy
Thomas A. James
Gerald R. Jordan Jr.
James S. Keller

Parker A. Maddux
Stevenson Mcllvaine
Robert W. McIntyre
Dr. Peter M. Patricelli
Paul S. Russell, M.D.
N. Reed Shinn, ATA
David V.N. Taylor

Dr. C. Peter Timmer

From the 1970s
Anonymous (5)
Wendy Farrow
Dr. Daniel B. Hrdy
David A. Jodice
Professor William C.
Kirby
William F. Lee
William A. McCue
Albert G. Medvitz
Frederick S. Moseley IV
Andrew J. Ogilvie

Walter M. Pressey *
Dr. Pius H. Tse

From the 1980s
Anonymous (1)
Jonathan B. Aibel
Gloria G. Barsamian
Jeffrey S. Behrens
Joseph C. Donnelly Jr. %
Robert G. Hubbard 11
Deanna J. Lee

Beatrice A. Liu

Lori B. Rutter

From the 1990s
Sewell Chan*

From the 2000s
James D. Tobin

$500-$999.%

From the 1950s
Anonymous (3)

Dr. Lawrence K. Altman
Neil K. Bortz

Barbara G. Center
Franklin P. Johnson Jr.
Richard T. Kozuma
Peter L. Malkin, Esq.
William R. Malone
Dr. Jean P. McNeal
Richard L. Menschel
Clark S. Olson
Charles L. Perrin
Erik J. Stapper

Clyde A. Szuch, Esq.
Daniel J. Ullyot, M.D.
John Winthrop

From the 1960s
Anonymous (10)

Milton A. Barrett Jr.
Dennis P. Bedell

Robert Beller

William I. Bennett, M.D.
Merrill C. Berman

Richard P. Bourgerie, Esq.

Lewis A. Burleigh III

Guillermo F. Carrera, M.D.

Dr. Winston H. Chen

Lawrence S. Coburn

Dr. Nicholas L.
Constantinople

Alice M. Corning

Christopher T.
Coughlin, M.D.

Lodowick F. Crofoot III
W. Bowman Cutter I1I
Stanley A. Doten

Dr. Bruce A. Egan

Dr. Richard H. Ekman
Steven L. Fields
William G. Flesner

Jonathan A. French, Ph.D.

Dr. Sharon E. Gagnon

Professor Warren Goldfarb

Professor Margaret BW.
Graham

Jon L. Hagler

James T. Halverson Sr., Esq.

Thomas J. Healey

Robert F. Higgins

Maisie K. Houghton

Butler W. Lampson

Dr. Susan K. Lohafer

David L. Mack

Rosamond E. Mack, Ph.D.

The Honorable
Margaret H. Marshall
J- Michael McKenzie *x
Joe C. McKinney
David F. Millet
Kent H. Mitchell
Dr. J. Dennis Mull
Madeline C. Nelson*
Dr. Joseph S. Nye Jr. f
John R. Padget
Michael E. Patterson
John M. Sanger, Esq.
David Schottenfeld, M.D.
Harvey A. Silverglate, Esq.
Ronald L. Skates
Stephen B. Timbers
Michael Touff
John D. Van Sant
Harry M. Walsh
Dean Donald R. Warren
The Reverend Dr.
H. Elliott Wright
Dr. Oran R. Young

From the 1970s
Anonymous (7)

Louis Appell IIT
James B. Araujo

Dr. William P. Banner
Joanne E. Barker
Charles G. Beever
Steven M. Berzin, Esq.
William A. Brown
Robert P. Bunn

Dr. Robert W. Chin
John G. Chou

The Honorable

Henry G. Cisneros
Joel M. Cook, Ph.D.
Dr. Donald T. Donovan
Mark J. Dugan
Charles E. Findley, Ph.D.
Peter D. Fitzsimmons
Frederick B. Harvey 11
Timothy T. Hilton
Dr. Leroy T. Hopkins Jr.
Kenneth E. Johnson
Linda M.]OhnSOIL MD,PhD.
Steven T. Kariya, M.D.
Dr. Benjamin Kim *
Michael C. Lynch
William S. McDermott
Martha McDonald
Professor Michael B.

McElroy
Pamela S. McKinney
Jane R. Parnes, M.D.
Clark D. Pellett
Thomas W. Rabaut
Thomas C. Ragan
Robert L. Ryan
John F. Savarese
Robin Schaffer
John T. Washington
Peter C. Wendell
Peter Wirth, Esq.

From the 1980s

Anonymous (4)

Commander Edgar S.
Bankhead *

Maria G. Carmona

Dr. Laurel E. Cederberg

Richard J. Chavez

Kenneth H. Chin

Mark D. Eichorn

Ari Q. Fitzgerald

George C. Fletcher

K. Frederick Fung, M.D.

James C. Gilbert, M.D.

Dr. Joel E. Habener

Dennis R. Harp

John A. Janitz

Robert W. Jones Jr.

Christian D. Maingot

Dr. Francisco S. Sy

From the 1990s
Anonymous (3)

Albert ]. Chiaradonna
Susan M. Clopton*
Brian J. Edgeworth

Dr. Robert K. Hurford Jr.

Dr. Shelly T. Lee
Dr. Theresa C. McLoud

From the 2000s
Anonymous (3)
Anthony R. Chavez
William Makris

$250-$499.%

From the 1950s
Anonymous (21)
Edward A. Ames
John E. Beard, Esq.
Alfred B. Bigelow
David S. Chick
Timothy A.
Cunningham, Esq.
Dr. Julius Feinleib
Maurice N. Finegold
Arthur M. Fitts 111
Howard B. Flanders Jr.
Jean C. Flanders
Dr. Lorraine T. Fowler
Alan G. Gass
Dr. John L. Glick
Calvin B. Gross
Robert L. Hart
Dr. George J.J. Hill IT %
Arthur C. Hodges
Dr. Robert Israel
Arnold M. Kagan
Dr. Barnes D. Keller
Dr. Michael D. Klein
William F. Kussin Jr.
Jay J. Lander, Esq.
Stephen E. Lieberman
Dr. John D. Loeser
Dr. Maurice P. Lynch
Joel P. Mellis, Esq.
Raymond A. Muzilla, Esq.
John Nadeau
Margaret M. Nelson
Dwight K. Oxley, M.D.
Louisa ]. Palmer
Philip Palmer
Dr. William P. Pierskalla
John E. Preschlack t
Roger G. Rawden
Stanley O. Sher, Esq.
Dean Michael Shinagel
John D. Spooner
Richard M. Stenson
Harris E. Stone
Dr. Daniel Tyler
Lilla A. Waltch
Wellington Wells 111

J. Jeremy Whatmough t
George C. Witte Jr., Esq.
Dr. Eric Wolman

Hilary G. Woodhouse

From the 1960s
Anonymous (45)
Dr. Robert H. Abzug*
Christopher C.
Angell, Esq. %
Kenneth G. Appel
Dr. Paul M. Azer
William N. Bancroft
Redmond J. Barnett
James L. Beard
Laura H. Belman
Professor Edgar A.
Bering I1T
David W. Bernstein
Susan H. Birge
Walter W. Birge II1
Thomas H. Boone, Esq.
Dr. Roger E. Bove
Theodore R. Brauer
Peter G. Bryant %
John K. Castle*
Sarah R. Chaplen
Richard W. Cheek
John A. Clay
Paul J. Collins
Dan A. Colussy
Donald P. Cook
Professor Ferdinand V.
Coroniti
John M. Cranor 11
Professor Rafael A.
Crespo, Ph.D.
Alan D. Croll, Esq.
David H. de Weese
Joseph M. deBettencourt
Peter A. Derow
Dr. Lawrence D. Devoe
Mary H. Dodge
Henry L. Donovan
Douglas B. Dorner, M.D.
Paul R. Dry
Walter ]. Dwyer Jr. f
Wayne N. Elliott
Jeffrey M. Epstein, Esq.
Anthony F. Essaye, Esq.
Victor A. Fanikos
Peter M. Fass, Esq.
David L. Fey
Chip W. Filson
Dr. Harvey V. Fineberg
Professor George K. Francis
David A. Freidel
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James S. French

Dr. Richard V.H. Frost
David O. Fuller Jr., Esq.
Sarah B. Gable
Professor Howard E.

Gardner
Michael R. Garfield
Michael T. Garrett, Esq.
William C. Gast
Candace P. Gaudiani
Dr. Lawrence M. Gettleman
Alan S. Gleit
Professor Roy G. Gordon
Harry E. Gould Jr.
Thomas R. Graham
R. Robert Harris
William B. Harris
Henry E.D. Harrison
Richard S.D. Hawkins
Catherine C. Henn
John H. Henn, Esq.
Allen A. Henry II
Eleonore H. Herman
William H. Hill IT
Dr. Jeffrey P. Hinz
Lester Hochberg, Esq.
Joseph K. Hurd Jr., M.D.
Harvey B. Jacobson Jr., Esq.
Michael E. Jacobson
Dr. Eric W. Jensen
Allan D. Jergesen
Craig L. Johnson
C. Bruce Johnstone *
Ralph E. Jording
Steven Kazan, Esq.
David B. Keidan*

Mark A. Kelley, M.D. %
Douglas G.

Kelling Jr., M.D. %
Carol B. Kenney %
Margaret G. Kincaid
Dr. Harvey G. Klein
Anstiss H. Krueck
Alison W. Lahnston
Dr. Daniel J. Larson
Jean-Pierre J. Lehmann
Ellen J. Lehrer
Hayne E. Leland
Janine E. Luke
Dr. John P. Lyden
Luke D. Lynch Jr., Esq.
William R. MacIntosh
Ezra P. Mager
Henry O. Marcy IV
William E. Markus
Lee M. McCorkle Jr.
Thomas McGanney, Esq.
Jack R. Meyer
Professor Eric M. Meyers
John W. Mitchell
Dr. Edward R. Mopsik
Robert E. Morris Jr.
Peter H. Moyer, M.D.
Stanley Y. Mukai, Esq.
Peter C. Munson
Fredric S. Newman
Dr. Richard A. Newmark
Dr. Frederick C. Olday
Dr. Roland L. O'Neal
David B. Ottaway *

Thomas L. Owsley, Esq.
Andrew F. Powell
James N. Powell
Dr. Kenneth E. Powell
Dr. Dean W. Rau
Katherine W. Reardon
William S. Reardon
Thomas J. Reckford
Professor Harriet Ritvo
Philip R. Roberts
James E. Rodman, Ph.D.
Robert F. Rugo
Dr. Donald A. Sadoski
Gaillard L. Schmidt
Robert A. Schnur
Justice Gerald F. Schroeder
James W. Schroeder
Walter C. Sedgwick *
Robert L. Seelert
James A. Sersich
Deborah Shapley *
The Honorable

Mitchell J. Sikora Jr.
Hardwick Simmons
Michael A. Simmons, M.D.
Dr. Edward B. Sisson
Dr. Howard M. Slyter Jr. %
Patricia W. Snyder
Jamil Sopher
Lionel B. Spiro
Michael B. Staebler
John W. Starr*
Wunderley R. Stauder
James H. Stone
John A. Sullivan
Nancy E. Sullivan
C. William Taylor
Thomas M. Thompson
Joseph E. Toot Jr.
William J. Tynan
Raymond W. Vickers, Esq.
Bernardo G. Wacholder
Gene C. Walker
John L. Warden
Stephen M. Waters
Ambassador

Alexander F. Watson
Edward L.

Westbrook, M.D. %
Edward O. Wolcott
Vernon Y.T. Woo, Esq.

From the 1970s
Anonymous (41)

Scott A. Abell

Richard M. Adam
Keith L. Adolph
Stanley J. Altschuler
Richard L. Arnos
LeoY. Au

Erle H. Austin III, M.D.
Jerry H. Baker

Frank S. Baratta, Ph.D.
Ronald G. Bauer

Gary V. Beauchamp
John D. Bennett

David M. Bixby
Joseph H. Blatt
Kenneth W. Bollin, M.D.
Andrew Bor

Guy A. Bramble
Arthur S. Brisbane
Dorothy C. Browne, Ph.D.
Susan P. Bruce
Mark F. Cancian
Professor Bruce W. Carney
Patrick T.

Christiansen, Esq. %
The Reverend Dr.

Linda L. Clader*
Dr. Lindsay Clarkson
Barry J. Cohen
Dr. Carol L. Colby
Jan L. Connery
Dr. Jonathan E. Cooper
Dr. Harold F. Cottman IIT
Robert S. Cox
Philip W. Crutchfield
Guillermo Cruz Jr.
Dr. Aloysius L. Davis
Thomas V. DeBrooke
Michael W. DeGenring
Philip Y. DeNormandie
Allen Dewing Jr.
Richard A. Dey Jr.
Charles P. Dorrx
FElizabeth K. Dreben, Ph.D.
Dr. Robert P. Drucker
Dr. Julie I. Englund
William H. Fain Jr.
L. Mette L. Feinleib
David Firestone
Karen Firestone
Dr. Brian K. Fitzgerald
Chaz H. Fitzhugh
Dr. Robin S. Freedberg
David H. Gaylin
Stephen T. Glass, M.D.
Dr. Richard M. Goldberg %
Laurence R. Golding
George E. Grassby
C. Michael Harrington, Esq.
Thomas M.S. Hemnes
Kirk Henckels %
Lars R. Hill
Dr. Susan T. Hollis
Dr. Vincent J. lacono
James E. Jackson, Ph.D.
Eric B. Jones
Eric L. Jones
Jonathan J. Judge
Thomas P. Kane
Professor Jerold S. Kayden
James J. Keefe Jr.
David L. Knudson
Philip S. Koch
Richard W. Kopcke
Dr. Rhonda G. Kost
Dr. W. John Kress
Florence C. Ladd %
Michael C. Lauber
Robert P. Lawrence *
Dr. Willie E. Lawrence Jr.
Karen L. Linsley
Marilyn P. Litvak
Michael K. Livingston, Esq.
George P. Mair f
JohnR.

McCambridge, Esq.
William T. McClarnon

Professor Martin C.
McWilliams Jr.
Stephen Mead Jr.
Harold G.
Monbouquette, Ph.D.
Robert M. Mooney
Douglas A. Murphy
Daniel R. Murray, Esq.
Suna Murray *
Allen Ng
Raymond C. Nied
William J. Nissen
David M. O'Brien
Fred D. Ordway 111
Catherine G. O'Sullivan
David M. Partridge
Dr. Richard J. Paul *
Dr. Susan P. Peck
Joseph R. Perella
Anna Pieczara-
Blanchfield %
Michael R. Pollard
Dr. Peter J. Polverini *
Ernest M. Posey
Arthur J. Powell Jr.
Leland D. Powell
Dr. Michael B. Price
Timothy C. Reynolds, M.D.
Kerry V. Rifkin, M.D.
David L. Roach, Esq.
Greg A. Rosenbaum
Marti R. Rosenbaum
Professor James M.
Rosenheim
Stuart H. Rosenwald
James H. Rowe III
Dr. Abby S. Rumsey
Paul W. Sandman, Esq.
The Honorable
Jose I. Sandoval
Ronald L. Sargent
Miguel A. Satut
Dr. James L. Scales Jr.
William L. Scherlis
David C. Schlakman
Daniel J. Scoppetta, M.D.
Ambassador
Theodore Sedgwick *
Stuart A. Sedlacek
Stephen H. Shalen, Esq.
Kamran Shamsavari
Professor Graham J.
Sharman
Steven C. Shinn
Satish Sikka
Suzanne E. Siskel %
Edward Sonnenschein Jr.
Alfred Z. Spector, Ph.D.
John A. Sprague
Dr. Nancy H. Steenburg
Dr. Alan S. Stern
Paul W. Sweeney
Kenneth P. Taube
Kate S. Tomlinson
Dr. Edward L. Trimble
Dr. Zoltan G. Turi
Randall H. Vagelos, M.D.
Nora Ann Wallace, Esq.
John L. Walsh Jr.x
Dr. Bradford B. Walters

Robert F. Ward

Scott M. Wartel

Arthur K. Wheelock Jr. *
Dr. Glenn J.R.Whitman
John R. Winn

Thomas A. Wolf

From the 1980s
Anonymous (18)
Margaret E. Bancroft
Dr. Stacey L. Berg
Robert F. Bonnie
William H. Brundage
Dr. Judith M. Burton
R. Lawrence Caperton
Edward J. Casey Jr.
Jennifer S. Cassells
Dr. Arnold Y. Chen
Yung-Cheng

J. Chen, M.D. %
Lisa E. Cleary
Mark W. Cocalis, M.D.
Anna R. Collins
Robert G. DeLaMater
James A. Deutsch, M.D.
Frank G. Dowling, M.D.
Professor Amy C.

Edmondson
Katharina E.

Elliott, M.D. %
Victor P. Filippini Jr.
Dr. Bruce H. Forman
Dr. Douglas L. Fraker
Dr. Greg S. Gross
Linda G. Hammett-Ory
Jonathan Hollingsworth
Dr. Serge Jean
Professor Alex S. Jones
Mark D. Kantor
Dr. Mohammed

Kashani-Sabet %
Thomas A. Kell
Otho E. Kerr IIT %
Youching E. Koh
Mark A. Krentzman
Sandra A J. Lawrence
Dr. Sidney Levitsky
Peter C. Lin
Rebecca R. Lula
David A. McCreery
Dr. Gary A. McLeod
Dr. Eugene A. Mickey
Aixa M. Mourino-Lopez
Diana L. Nelson
Richard F. O'Brien
Richard M. Oehmler Jr.
Wendy H. O'Neill
Stuart R. Oremus
David M. Otto, Esq. %
Dr. John Parchue
Dr. Karen M. Park
Alexandra R. Pyle
Laurel S. Raines*
John B. Reichenbach
Margery O. Resnick
James L. Robo
Peter M. Ruggiero*
John J. Sarro Jr.
Michael Schwartz, Ph.D.
T. Michael Scott

Carol L. Seaver

Steven F. Skoler

Marcy G. Solomon

William . Streeter

James E. Sweetnam

Michael Trial

Dr. Mark C. Villarreal

Jane T. Von Frank

David ]. Wehrly, M.D. %

Dr. Mark D. White

Dr. Thomas A. Wiedrich

The Honorable
Shien-biau Woo

Jon A. Woodruft

Dr. Hsi-Yang Wu

Jia Zhao

From the 1990s
Anonymous (6)
Jacquelyn S. Anderson
Linda ].L. Becker

Dr. Bonnie Blanchfield
Jane Buchan

Jeffrey P. Burns, M.D.
William T. Colleran
Mihai B. Craciun
Catherine D. Culverx
Sharon S. Deal

Lois E. Eberhart *
Lisa Erdekian

Dr. Michael D. Evers
Alfredo A. Fernandez, Esq.
Dr. Jasmine Gorton*
Steven T. Hannigan
Dr. Yin Hsu

Carlos A. Ingles

Dr. Chaitanya Jain
Thomas C. Kennedy
John F. Kim

Dr. Eugene Y. Koh*
Henry Y. Li

Maija Lutz

Carmen C. Macazana
Melissa K. McSherry
Dr. Gregg S. Meyer
Douglas H. Ogdenx
Byron K. Pope
Thomas C. Priore
Kathleen K. Shapiro
Alfred E. Smith, Esq.
Dr. Lisa M. Walke
Steve Wang

From the 2000s
Anonymous (3)

Dr. Cynthia A. Beller
Jane V. Evans

Doris H. Finley %

Dr. Steve H. Fung
Dr. Leslie R. Halpern
Danielle Li

Dr. Timothy J. Mahoney
Lisa Nousek

Pedro Reyes

Charles T. Steenburg

From the 2010s
Anonymous (3)

Dr. Talib Y. Ali

Juli A. Casale

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO GIVE TO HARVARD MAGAZINE? “The Magazine is one of the most important,
long-standing pillars of alumni communications in the history of the University. Maintaining its stability
and standard of excellence has always been important to me.”—Alum, Harvard Magazine donor survey

If YOU feel inspired to give, scan the QR code on the right. We cannot produce this publication without your support.
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Robert M. Casale
LaKeisha M.A. Caton
Robby S. Fussell
Kirsten D. Kessler
Karen P. Warner

From the 2020s
Surendra P. Chaudhary

$100-$249.%°

From the 1940s
Anonymous (1)

Dr. Ray A. Goldberg
Marian R. Halperin
S. Lee Kohrman, Esq.
Dr. Eliezer Krumbein
Robert J. Mackie
Kendric T. Packer
George B. Post T

Jose M. Soriano Sr.
Jerome B. Spier

From the 1950s
Anonymous (80)
Dr. Ronald C. Ablow
David S. Albertson
David H. Alpers, M.D.
Stefan S. Anderson
Dr. Alfred S. Arkley
Margot W. Backas
Dr. Frank H. Baker*
Michael A. Bamberger, Esq.
Alan E. Bandler, Esq.
Professor Howard W.
Barnes*
Solon Beinfeld
Ronald J. Benice
Dr. John M. Bennett*
Henry C. Berg
Richard J. Bertman
Neil R. Blacklow, M.D.
Robert S. Blacklow, M.D.
Dr. Morton D. Blaufox
Leonor G. Bloomer
Robert W. Blucke
Catherine E. Blumenfeld
Gordon M. Bogdan
Peter P. Bollesx
Kerney W. Bolton
Anne Bourne
Professor Joseph L. Bower
Dr. James R. Bradley
Robert G. Bridgham
Jere Broh-Kahn
Donald N. Brown
Elliot C. Brown
Jacob E. Brown II
Dr. Robert S. Brown
H. Warren Buckler
Richard Budd
Edward C. Bursk Jr.
Frederick W. Byron Jr.
Dr. John L. Cameron
John M. Campbell
James C. Carter
Richard W. Carthaus
Sandra C. Chapin
Chellis Chasman
Thomas Chin
Dr. Yi-Chuan Ching
R. Findlay Cockrell
Joel H. Cohen
Roger C. Cohen, Esq.
Dr. Martin Cohn
W. Scott Cooledge I11
Robert W. Corwin
Dr. Dale H. Cowan
David A. Cowan

The Honorable John B.
Crowell Jr., Esq.
James S. Dalsimer, M.D.

Anne S. Davidson
Charles P. Demakes
Robert G. Dettmer
Perry Driggs Jr.
Catherine S. Drum*
Edmond R. Dupont*
Professor Peter B. Edelman
Ellen R. Ehrlich
Thomas Ehrlich
James S. Eilberg
Dr. Gilbert M. Eisner
Richard A. Eisner
Melvin Epstein, Esq.
Tanis H. Erdmann %
Jay A. Erens, Esq.
Dr. Carl P. Falb Jr. x
S. Warren Farrell Jr.
Mary Jean F. Farrington
F. Conrad Fischer
Joseph M. Flynn
Arthur C. Folli
Dr. Thomas A. Freed *
Paul E. Freehling, Esq.
Alan F. French
Paul Friedmann, M.D.
The Reverend
Wallace T. Fukunaga
Lewis P. Geyser
Gordon J. Gilbert, M.D. %
Herbert Glaser, Esq. t
Norman S. Glick
Joshua Green 111
Dr. Alan D. Grinnell
Gerald B. Grinstein, Esq. %
Jon E. Gudeman, M.D.
Richard C. Gunther*
Dr. Leo A. Guthart
Suzan S. Habachy
Dr. Jack A. Hamilton
Henry H. Hammond
Carroll S. Harrington
Lucia S. Hatch
Dr. Rita E. Hauser
Jane R. Heirich
Robert F. Hendrickson
Douglas G. Hilton
Dr. Victor L. Hilts
Joseph L. Hindman
Laura H. Hoenig
Professor Daniel W. Howe
Barry W. Hubbard
Dr. Warren D. Huff
Nancy A. Huntington
Sol Hurwitz
Peter B. Hutt
JoK.Jagoda
David L. James
Raymond E.
Jankowich, M.D.
Frederic S. Johnson
Glenn Jordan
Lawrence C. Jordan
Joshua M. Kaplan, M.D.
Mark G. Kaplan
F. William Kaufmann I1T
Antoinette L. Kelly *
Dr. Robert D. Kennison
Arthur J. Kerr Jr.
Ernest W. Kimmel Jr.
Allan B. King *
Francis J. King Jr.
John F. King
William B. King *
Dr. Roselyn L. Kolodny
Dr. Michael A. Kornfield
Pauline S. Kra

Earl Kramer

Dr. A. Paul Krapcho f
Jonathan D. Kutner
Nelson R. Lampert, M.D.
Myron R. Laserson
Lucian L. Leape, M.D. {
Dr. Ting D. Lee Jr., M.D.
Dr. Airlie C. Lennon

Dr. Richard A. Leone t
Dr. Alan I. Levenson

Dr. Murray L. Levinx
Fred Levine

Chun C. Lin, Ph.D.

Dr. Sonny B. Litwin
Francis A. Loewald
Judge Alan D. Lourie
Wendy Mackenzie

Lady Helen C. Maclennan
Miller D. Malcolm
Ronda L. Manasse

Jaclin L. Marlin

Dr. Lawrence R. Marwill
William M. McAllister
Joan G. McBeth

Arthur E. McCarthy Jr.
Colonel Jerome J. McDonald
Victor K. McElheny
Professor F. Warren McFarlan
Dr. Walter L. McLean
Stephen M. McPherson
John R. Menninger, Ph.D.
Dr. Richard B. Merlo
Harry E. Meyer
Jacqueline W. Mintz
Charles ]. Moizeau
Eugene R. Monay
Dorothy K. Monnelly
Jay M. Mower

David G. Nathan, M.D.
Dr. Harold S. Nelson
Stephen B. Pakula, M.D.
Dr. Arthur N. Papas

Guy Paschal, Esq. %
Edward J. Pasternak
Professor Teoman B. Pekoz
The Honorable Joel Pelofsky
Dr. John T. Penniston
Julia Perkins

Dr. Burt M. Perlmutter
Harold 1. Pratt

F. Herbert Prem Jr., Esq.
Dr. David W. Preven*
Charles J. Queenan Jr.
William H. Rawls
Randall P. Raymond
James W. Reagan
Seymour D. Reich, Esq.
Nicholas Reinhardt
Frederick S. Reis Jr.

Paul A. Rennex

Professor Lynn M. Riddiford
Robert L. Ridgley, Esq.
William R. Riggs
Barbara F. Rippa
Charlotte M. Robinson
Allen W. Root, M.D.

Eric S. Rosenfeld
Kenneth R. Rossano
Michael J. Rotenberg

Dr. George Sadowsky
Jack S. Sanders, M.D.
Richard E. Sanderson t
Edward A. Saxe

Jack G. Schafer

Dr. Kenneth Scheer

Lee Schimberg

Gordon S. Schoen

Jerry R. Schubel

Dr. Barbara W. Searle

Richard H. Seaton
Paul H. Sedway, Esq.
Donald L. Shapiro*
Dr. Frederick C. Shaw
Thomas C. Sheffield Jr.
Allen G. Shepherd 111
Morris M. Sherman
Jerry G. Short
W. Richard Smith
Nathan Snyder
Alex C. Solowey, M.D.
Stephen Stamas
Charles Steedman
Joseph L. Steinberg f
John W. Stimpson
Robert B. Stout
Sidney A. Stutz
William O. Sumner
Stephen T. Susman
Donald W. Sutherland, M.D.
Professor Gertrude L.
Swedberg
Lamonte L. Tepper
Dr. Lloyd B. Tepper t
James L. Terry, Esq.
Robert C. Terry Jr.
William A. Thayer
Donald E. Tingle *
William H. Towle
Henry Vaillant, M.D.
Robert P. Volpe
William C. Voss
Dr. Robert E.
Wagenknecht
Dr. Charles Walcott
Monte ]. Wallace
Diane E. Wanger
Donald J. Ward
William L. Ward Jr.
Commander Samuel A.
Waugh Jr. t
The Reverend
Pamela B. Webster
Ronald L. Welburn
Dr. Ethan L. Welch
John S. Welsh
Frank ]. Wezniak
Dr. Harvey L. White
Michael Whiteman
Dr. David H. Winfield %
George H. Wolkon, Ph.D.
David A. Wollard
Wriley C.A. Wood
Carlo F. Zezza Jr.
Dr. Burke K. Zimmerman

From the 1960s
Anonymous (216)
Dr. David H. Abramson
Dr. James L. Ackerman
Richard G. Adams*
David R. Adamson
Michael C. Agran
James E. Aisner
Richard Alben
Constantine Alexander, Esq.
Dr. John W. Allen t
Kenneth S. Allison
Geraldine Alpert, Ph.D.
Professor William R.
Alschuler
Peter J. Alter
Dr. William L. Alworth
Kenneth W. Anderson, Esq.
Robert G. Anderson
Dr. Hugh R. Andrews
Dr. Robin M. Andrews
Gordon Appleman
Dr. Jonathan Arac

Lawrence L. Archibald

Olavi Arens

Karen A. Armstrong

James A. Artherholt*

Jonathan D. Asher, Esq.

Larry D. Austin

Robert N. Austin

Everett D. Ayer Jr.

Charles L. Ayres Jr.

Gary R. Bachula

Dr. DeWayne A. Backhus

Karen Backilman

Gerald S. Backman, Esq.

Edward H. Bailey Jr.

David P.R. Bailin

D.J. Jan Baker

Dr. David P. Balamuth

Paul Balmuth

Adele Baluk

Dr. Peter Banys

Anthony H. Barash

William G. Bardel

Dr. Francis N. Bash

Jane L. Bass

Dr. Susan N. Basu

Dr. Robert P. Bazemore IV

Ralph J. Bean Jr.

Laurence H. Beck, M.D.

Judge J. Michael Beecher

Robert A. Beizer

David P. Bell

Thomas A. Belli

Dr. Ian D. Benham

Marian C. Bennett *

Dr. Paul W. Bennett, M.D.

The Right Reverend
Charles E. Bennison *

George M. Bergman

Richard L. Berkman, Esq.

Cheston M. Berlin, M.D.

Clark L. Bernard

Alexander A. Bernhard

Daniel L. Bernstein, Esq. %

Paul F. Bianchi

Philip Birnbaum

Edith L. Bishop

Margery B. Blacklow

Hugh A. Blackmer

Thomas A. Blinkhorn

Richard M. Bodner

Professor David S. Bogen

Charles E. Bohlen Jr.

Professor Roger E. Bolton

David R. Borden

Neal D. Borden

David R. Bornemann

John P. Boyajian

Alexander R.M. Boyle

Peter C. Bradford

Robert D. Bradley

Dr. Richard F. Branda

Dr. William J. Bremner

John D. Briggs I1I

Fric S. Brondfield, M.D.

Professor James Brook

Professor Barry Brown *

Dr. Susan B. Brown

Robert Browning

Dr. Charles S. Bryan

Robert P. Budetti

The Reverend Dr. John A.
Buchrensx

Thomas M. Burger

Rear Admiral Thomas K.
Burkhard

Dr. Allan V. Burman

Dr. Stephen H. Burns

John P. Burton Jr.

Arthur E. Byrnes

Dr. Ritchard G. Cable
Pericles D. Caminis
Mary I. Campbell
Dr. Claude R. Canizares
Professor Bo AW. Carlsson
Bruce Carr
Judge Charles G. Case II
Francis S. Cassidy
Harry J. Cebron Jr.
Dr. Joseph L. Cecchi
Dr. Henry L. Chen
Dr. Jane L. Chen
Robert O. Chessman
Dr. Susan E. Chipman
Wei Chiux
Michael Churchill, Esq.
Dr. Judith F. Chused
Thomas M. Chused, M.D.
Richard D. Clarey
Thomas J. Clark
August W. Clarke
Brian Clemow
John W. Cobb
Christopher JW.
Coggeshall, Esq.
Frank M. Cohee
Dr. EriJ. Cohen
H. Rodgin Cohen, Esq.
Kenneth A. Cohen
Anne C. Collins
William G. Collins Jr. %
Edward J. Coltman
Loring Conant Jr., M.D.
Lucinda D. Conger
Henry Q. Conley
Dr. John C. Connelly
Professor Max Z. Conrad
Mary P. Cooper
Richard M. Cooper
Gordon L. Coppoc, Ph.D.
Bruce D. Corker
Dr. Raymond J. Cormier*
Dr. E. Frank Cornelius
Christopher D. Costanzo
Mary E. Coyle
Philip C. Craven, M.D.
The Honorable
James M. Cronin
Dr. Alan S. Cross
John E. Cross
Stephen W. Crump *
William J. Cunningham Jr.
John R. Curtis Jr.
Dr. Richard H. Curtis
Professor Christopher C.
Dahl*
Robert F. Dakin
Linda C. Dalton, Ph.D.
Dr. William V.B. Damon
Robert L. Dancy, Esq.
Russell M. Dancy
Dr. Lawrence J. D'Angelo
Paul W. de Lima Jr.
Dr. Georges de Menil
Captain Adriane A.
de Savorgnani *
James B. Dean
Richard C. Dennis Jr.

t deceased
* recurring gift

TO BE CONTINUED
Due to space constraints,
the list of $100-$249

donors will continue in
the January-February
2026 issue. p
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LETTERS (continued from page 8)
sponsored research will be developing
new, objective means of assessing the
quality and importance of faculty re-
search” (“A Reckoning, and a Chance to
Reinvent,” September-October, page 15).

What a pity and how shortsighted.
We worr't be seeing the likes of a Bell Lab
again? And basic research in the medical
and health fields is undoubtedly going to
lead to some financial rewards.

Perhaps the school can encourage contin-
ued basic science research by extracting a
tax on corporate grants of, say, 20 percent
to be applied to a basic research fund. Any
profits that arise should be plowed back into
research and graduate student training, but
if the marketplace realities are just too great,
some of the profits could be distributed back
to the corporations on a prorated basis.

LAWRENCE BERMAN, M.D. 63
Wyckoff, NJ.

THE MAGAZINE’s upbeat description of
Chan School of Public Health Dean Andrea
Baccarelli’s decision, in the face of existential

federal funding cuts, to “pivot” to corporate
partnerships and “easy, quick, and cheap” so-
lutions overlooks the school’s long-standing
commitment to domestic U.S. health policy
engagement and, most importantly, advo-
cacy. Will the Chan School lead resistance to
this administration’s dangerous plans to de-
fund and deconstruct the U.S. public health
system? Will any public health faculty who
remain after these cuts be protected if they
challenge Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s
anti-vaccine, anti-scientific lies? We ignore
these questions at our peril.
Lauren Warts, S.M. 04
Atlanta, Ga.

A LETTER PROPOSES
EXPULSIONS

THE LETTER from Mark Rutzick, ].D. 73,
in the September-October issue (page 6) is
mind-boggling.

“Harvard can adopt whatever restrictions
on free speech it feels are necessary to en-
hance students’ educational experience.” Re-
stricting speech enhances education? That’s
beyond oxymoronic.

Harvard should ban phrases “threaten-

ing, directly or indirectly (emphasis mine),
the life (ditto) of any Jew anywhere in the
world?” Bit of a stretch. If  were to point at
a fellow Harvard student in a hostile crowd
and shout “Kill that Jew!” the law would be
down on me instantly and the University
would kick me out in a heartbeat. It’s nei-
ther constitutionally protected speech nor
tolerable student behavior. But not every-
body who embraces the “river-to-the-sea”
slogan advocates murdering Jews. And at a
university, if nowhere else, the way to coun-
ter bad speech is with better speech.

A “100 percent expulsion rule for speech
violations (my emphasis again)—with no ex-
ceptions?” Draconian. Worse: Trumpian.

RoBErT HECKER 69
Guilford, Vt.

IN RESPONSE to Mr. Rutzick’s letter: Of
course, Harvard is not bound by the First
Amendment protection of free speech. But
its entire existence as an educational and
research institution indisputably binds it
to protect freedom of speech. Without it, a
university is a mere weathervane. The idea
of banning people from chanting “from the

iy il

If everyone who values this work gives, we can
continue—and strengthen—our mission to inform,
challenge, and connect the Harvard community.

]
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river to the sea, Palestine will be free” is
frightening, particularly when it is remem-
bered that the Likud Party’s founding docu-
ment stated, “Between the Sea and the Jor-
dan there will only be Israeli sovereignty.”
RicuArD E. Bropsky, ].D. 71

Coral Gables, Fla.

NAME, IMAGE, AND LIKENESS

IN THE NEW ERA of university sports reve-
nue-sharing and Name, Image, and Like-
ness arrangements, recruiting a champi/
onship team, especially in big revenue
sports like football and basketball, is in-
creasingly a function of the wealth of a
university and its alumni. With their long
histories of educating the nation’s cap-
tains of finance and industry, this seems
like the ideal moment for the Ivies to opt
into NCAA Division I.

Harvard is being hounded and abused for
most everything else they do, so this may be
the moment to embrace big time sports and
give our image a boost. Ten thousand rich
alumni, one victory today!

Joun WarLsu, M.P.P."78
Catonsville, Md.

CAN WOMEN HAVE IT ALL?
THE TITLE of Yasmeen Khar's essay, “Baby,
Maybe?” reminded me of the book A Baby?
..Maybe (Bobbs-Merrill 1975), authored by
my late wife, Dr. Elizabeth Whelan, S.M.
68, during what Ms. Khan describes as sec-
ond-wave feminism, when educated women
achieved equal opportunity in the workplace
and began to ponder whether they could bal-
ance motherhood and careers. Elizabeth and
1 did “have it all,” raising our daughter, Dr.
Christine Whelan, to be an Ivy League and
Oxford graduate and a mother of five, as well
as an author and a professor of sociology. I
encourage Ms. Khan to “want it all>—and
to read Elizabetlr's book for some guidance.
StepHEN T. WHELAN, ].D."71
New York, NY.

CRIMSON FINERY

THE coLLEGE PUMP (“Tips of the Hats,”
July-August, page 56) was in error when it
said that only those who earn the Ph.D. de-
gree get to “strut the crimson finery.” Back
in 1992, when I received my Ed.D. from the
Harvard Graduate School of Education, my
fellow Ed.D. recipients and I definitely wore
crimson gowns AND velvet tams. We were
not an aberration. As someone who was the
director of career services at the education

LETTERS

school from 1983-1991 and who attended

many Harvard graduations, I can report that

the crimson gowns were regularly donned by

Ed.D. recipients. (HGSE did not confer Ph.D.s
inthatera.)

BeLLE BreTT, ED.D. "02

Wells, Maine

Primus VI responds: Thanks to Belle Brett for
correcting my error (and congratulations
on your Ed.D. and
the accompanying
crimson finery).
Stephan Magro, the
University’s Com-
mencement director, clarifies: recipients of
Ed.D. and other Ph.D-equivalent degrees, such
as the Business School’s D.B.A., have since
1055 worn crimson doctoral gowns. Current
equivalent degrees, like the Law School’s
S.J.D., also qualify. Degrees not considered
Ph.D.-equivalent, like the Graduate School
of Education’s Ed.L.D., do not entitle their re-
cipients to the crimson gown. Primus appre-
ciates the opportunity to get the record right.

To read more
letters visit
harvardmag.com.

CARE GAPS AND DISABILITIES

I COMMEND THE ATTENTION to the critical
issue of disability care (“Quality of Care,”
May-June, page 32) but was disheartened
by the omission of people who are hard of
hearing—a community that is repeatedly
left out of the disability conversation.

When people who are hard of hearing
lack access to compatible assistive technolo-
gies in medical settings, they are effectively
left unaided. If you cannot hear your doctor,
how can you give informed consent? This is
a basic legal principle in medical malprac-
tice—and yet, it is not treated as serious
enough for inclusion.

It is time for Harvard and the broader
medical and policy communities to recog-
nize that hearing loss exists on a spectrum,
that it is a serious disability—and that ex-
cluding people who are hard of hearing from
research, teaching, and policy has real and
damaging consequences. The omission is
not just academic oversight—it is a barrier
to equal care and federal legislation.

Janice S. Lintz, M.P.A. 23
Washington, D.C.

ERRATA

In “The Professor Who Quantified Democ-
racy” (July-August, page 33), Kilmar Abrego
Garcia should have been identified as Salva-
doran, not Venezuelan. We regret the error. U
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THE KINGMAKER?
(continued from page 29)

some lower court judges appointed by Re-
publican and Democratic presidents, who
worked “painstakingly” to apply the law
as it existed and were overturned, feeling
frustrated and betrayed—undermined and
abandoned by the super-majority of the Su-
preme Court. “It is inexcusable,” one judge
told Hurley about those justices. “They
don’t have our backs.”

In a dissent from the CASA ruling, Justice
Sotomayor echoed her complaints about the
Trump ruling a year earlier: “The Court’s de-
cision is nothing less than an open invitation
for the Government to bypass the Constitu-
tion. The Executive Branch can now enforce
policies that flout settled law and violate
countless individuals’ constitutional rights,
and the federal courts will be hamstrung
to stop its actions fully. Until the day that
every affected person manages to become
party to a lawsuit and secures for himself
injunctive relief, the Government may act
lawlessly indefinitely.”

HROUGHOUT HIS TWO DECADES

as chief justice, Roberts has

looked to historical role models

for guidance and comparison—
from the clear-eyed approach to justice em-
bodied by his early mentor, Henry Friendly,
to the human qualities of his former boss
and predecessor, William Rehnquist, whom
he called “an extraordinarily good and de-
cent man.” Prominently, Roberts has also
cited the legacy of John Marshall, the leg-
endary chief justice from 1801 to 1835, as a
practitioner of principled and pragmatic
jurisprudence.

But the Marshall-Roberts comparison
ist entirely apt. Marshall was aligned with
a political regime out of power—he was a
Federalist, at a time when the nation was
divided between Federalists, who favored
a strong national government and a com-
mercial economy, and anti-Federalists, who
favored a limited national government and
an agrarian economy. A month after he was
sworn in as chief justice, Marshall swore
in the anti-Federalist Thomas Jefferson as
president—and spent much of his almost 35
years on the bench trying to resist or reckon
with a contrary regime in power.

Roberts is po-
sitioned more like
Marshall’s succes-
sor, Roger Taney,
who was chosen by,
and generally on the
same side as, the re-
gime in power dur-
ing his 28 years as
chief.

Taney has been
ranked among the
country’s great jus-
tices by professors
of law, history, and
political science, as
the historian Wal-
ter Ehrlich wrote in
the Oxford Companion
to the Supreme Court of
the United States. In his long tenure, Ehrlich
wrote, Taney “preserved and refined the
main lines of Marshall’s constitutional law,
opened economic opportunities for many
Americans, and retained a strong national
power redefined to accommodate a judicial
dual sovereignty” with that of each state.

Rucho v. Common Cause, 2019

Result: Federal courts, including the Supreme Court, lack the power to review
partisan gerrymandering because that presents a political question.

Roberts, for the majority: “Federal judges have no license to reallocate po-
litical power between the two major political parties, with no plausible grant
of authority in the Constitution, and no legal standards to limit and direct

their decisions.”

Kagan, dissenting: “The partisan gerrymanders in these cases deprived
citizens of the most fundamental of their constitutional rights: the rights to
participate equally in the political process...[they] debased and dishonored

our democracy.”

“The Court’s
decision is nothing
less than an open
invitation for

the Government
to bypass the
Constitution.”

— Justice Sonia Solomayor,
dissenting in the CASA case

But that’s not how most people know of
him. Taney is infamous for inflaming Ameri-
ca’s bloody division over slavery and for mak-
ing the Civil War inevitable. As Ehrlich wrote,
“Even though he saw nothing positive about
the institution of slavery itself, Taney with-
al was a southern gentleman imbued with
southern values, and here was an opportu-
nity to settle the issue.”

In the Dred Scott case of 1857, Ehrlich sum-
marized, the “southern and proslavery” ma-
jority of the Court, with Taney writing its
notorious opinion, ruled that Black peo-
ple couldn't be American citizens; that the
Constitution regard-
ed slaves as property;
and that each state
where slavery was
lawful could decide if
an emancipated per-
son could be made a
slave again. The deci-
sion and the opinion
made Taney a pariah
and gutted the au-
thority of the Court.

In his confirma-
tion hearing, Roberts
called that decision
“perhaps the most
egregious example
of judicial activism
in our history,” with
“disastrous conse-
quences.” After the ruling in the Trump
case, though, some progressive commenta-
tors reacted by declaring that Roberts is as
contemptible as Taney, based on a compar-
ison of the Dred Scott and Trump decisions
and their arguably similar shattering of the
American republic. The commentary illus-
trated deep agitation about Trump and his
dominance. It was part of what Roberts
called “the personalization of judicial poli-
tics,” whose harm to the Court he worried
about early in his tenure.

A fatalistic way to view Roberts’s inten-
tions has taken hold in the first year of the
second Trump term. Some legal observers
contend that the conservative majority has
exercised prudence in many of those emer-
gency rulings, by engaging in Roberts’s
method of judicial self-protection. By issu-
ing a procedural decision in favor of the ad-
ministration, the reasoning goes, the major-
ity put off a difhcult reckoning. It avoided
the risk of issuing a substantive order that
the president would defy, creating a full-
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After his presidential
swearing-in ceremony
on January 20,2025,
President Trump
gestures to Roberts in
the Capitol rotunda.

blown constitutional cri-
sis. As the legal scholar
William Baude comment-
ed in The New York Times in
July, “Even if you wanted
the court to maximally
stop the Trump admin-
istration, surely it would
need to pick and choose
its spots carefully. There’s
just too much lawlessness
to do otherwise.”

Outside the circle of
professional Court watch-
ers, though, the self-pro-
tection, if that’s what it
has been, looks like parti-
san support for the Trump
administration. It looks as
if the Court is forsaking
its checking function in
the system of checks and
balances and using its power in service of
the Trump agenda. After the CASA ruling,
many judicial observers remarked on how,
through its emergency docket, the Court
was often ruling for the Trump adminis-
tration without explaining why—rule by
edict in place of rule by law.

The legal scholar Rogers Smith wrote in
The Annals of the American Academy of Political
and Social Science in June, “In a country deeply
divided over constitutional conservatism,
Roberts’s tenure as chief justice has led to
the opposite of what he has said he seeks to
achieve. The American public now respects
the Court less than ever and sees it as more
political than ever.”

Twenty years ago, in his speech against
Roberts’s confirmation, then-Senator
Obama recounted a conversation with Rob-
erts from the day before. Roberts, Obama
recalled, had told him that “he doesn’t like
bullies and has always viewed the law as
a way of evening out the playing field be-
tween the strong and the weak.” Knowing
that his “nay” vote wouldr't halt Roberts’s
confirmation, Obama offered a wish for the
future: “Given the gravity of the position to
which he will undoubtedly ascend,” he em-
phasized, “T hope that his jurisprudence is
one that stands up to the bullies of all ideo-

logical stripes.”

Trump, to many, personifies the bully
Obama warned about. His assault on de-
mocracy has tested Roberts’s institution-
alism in ways the chief justice seems not to
have anticipated, or not to have wanted—or
been able to lead—the Court to constrain.

As a singular American figure, the 47th
president might have a singular effect on
Roberts’s legacy. That's why the Trump opin-
ion looms so large. It would be a tragedy
for Roberts if his long tenure as chief jus-
tice were reduced to that single ruling and
opinion because the portents of doom in the
Sotomayor dissent prove accurate in the ex-
treme—and turn what Roberts meant as the
solution to a problem of constitutional gov-
ernance into a license for autocracy.

It would also be a tragedy for the Su-
preme Court and for the United States. This
is a moment in the nation’s history when
the need for a strong and respected Court
is acute. But the Trump ruling seemed to
embolden the president to further stretch
the bounds of the Constitution—and each
new decision in Trump’s favor erodes pub-
lic trust that the Court will constrain him.

Ensuring that the executive respects the
rule of law is the ultimate test Roberts may
face. Suppose the Court orders the presi-

dent to end a policy because it violates the
law—a policy Trump deems essential to his
cause. If the Trump decision and the Court’s
loss of public legitimacy lead the president
to think he has the power to disobey that
order, what safeguard against authoritari-
anism will be left?

In a landmark decision almost 75 years
ago—striking down an effort by President
Harry Truman to seize and operate most
of the nation’s steel mills—Justice Robert
Jackson wrote famous words in a concur-
ring opinion about the Supreme Court’s duty
to constrain a president who disobeys the
law: “With all its defects, delays and incon-
veniences, men have discovered no technique
for long preserving free government except
that the Executive be under the law, and that
the law be made by parliamentary delibera-
tions. Such institutions may be destined to
pass away. But it is the duty of the Court to
be last, not first, to give them up.” 0

Lincoln Caplan’72,].D."76, a contributing editor,
is a senior research scholar at Yale Law School
and the author of six books about the law. He is
also a lecturer in English and in political science at
Yale. His previous piece for Harvard Magazine,
“Cruel and Unjust,” appeared in the March-April
2025 issue.
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TREASURE

JI, TOKIO

Souvenirs of ‘Old Japan®

Hand-painted photographs of a country on the cusp of modernization

NDER THE SHADE of red-leafed

maples, a woman in a blue ki-

mono sits on a platform beside a

river, while a serving girl holds a
tea set. In the distance: a footbridge with
a lone pedestrian. “Oji, Tokio (maple),” the
title reads, referring to a bucolic area of the
Japanese capital. The image is beautiful and
perplexing—realism tinged with surreal
pops of color.

Dating to about 189o, it is one of more than
5,000 hand-painted photographs that collec-
tor E.G. Stillman, A.B. 1908, brought home
from Japan and donated to Harvard in the
1940s. Some were photographs he likely took
himself, but most were professional prints
sold in curio stores as souvenirs for the grow-

ing number of Western tourists.

The practice of hand-colored photogra-
phy was introduced in Europe during the
1840s but perfected by Japanese artists,
says Joanne Bloom, photographic resourc-
es librarian at Harvard’s Fine Arts Library,
which houses much of the Stillman collec-
tion (the rest is at Widener Library and
Harvard-Yenching Library). Most of these
images started out as monochrome albu-
men prints produced on paper coated with a
light-sensitive egg-white emulsion and salt.
In a tedious, delicate process, artists added
colors with water-soluble paints and, later,
synthetic dyes. Made during the late 1800s
and early 19oos, the Stillman photographs
capture life during the Meiji period, when

rapid modernization was underway but had
not yet transformed society.

“The Old Japan as it will never appear
again,” reads an inscription in one of Still-
mar’s photo albums. The progeny of indus-
trial and banking tycoons, Stillman was a
medical researcher and a lifelong “Japonist”
who first visited in 1905. The photographs
he brought back from that trip and oth-
ers show workers in a rice paddy, a farmer
with a packhorse, villagers, singing children,
teahouses, temples, brothels, kimono-clad
musicians, and a man walking a remote
path, with Mount Fuji rising in the dis-
tance. These images seem both hyper-real
and hazily fantastical—bright glimpses of

a vanishing world. —LYDIALYLE GIBSON

Above: Autumn view showing maple trees and a Japanese woman having tea at a scenic place along the Takino River, ca. 1890
Courtesy of Harvard’s Fine Arts Library/Special Collections/E.G. Stillman Japanese Collection
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ASPEN
IDEAS
FESTIVAL

3271 Speakers, 193 Sessions,
One Unforgettable week.

At the Aspen Ideas Festival, the world’s most influential minds — across business, technology, finance, media,
science and public policy — gather for bold conversation and uncommon access.

On our 40-acre campus in the Rocky Mountains, heads of state engage with startup founders, cultural icons meet
scientific pioneers, and global decision-makers exchange ideas that shape what’s next. No green rooms. No velvet ropes.
Just one-of-a-kind proximity to the thinkers and leaders defining this moment.

3.5 DAYS, 300+ SPEAKERS, 150+ SESSIONS | Festival 1: June 25-28 | Festival 2: June 28-July 1
Use Discount Code: HARVARD26 by 12/31/25 for special offer.
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